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cated; with ſome 
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The Chriſtian race | 


 Henarews xii. N 
Wherefore ſeeing we alſo are encompaſſed about with 
ſo great à cloud af witneſſes, let us lay afide 
every weight,, and the fin that doth ſo eafily be- 
ſet us; ot let us Tun with patience the race ſet 
before us, lookins unto Jeſs, the author and 
Jmifher of our faith, m 7 
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obſervations on the | 


con E * r 


RAT SERMON as. BETS 
* ri .. " Chriſtian fortitude noun 
. 5 ee 11. 16, 17. 18. * 


Shadvach, Mefhach and Medubgo anſwered and Tu 
"1 10 the king: O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
_ careful to anſtver thee in this matter. If it be 
—_— . . 0 ſo, our God, whom we ſerve, is able to deliver 
E | <p u from the burning fery furnace, and be will 
F Aieliver us out of thine hands, O king. But if 
| mot, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
ill not ſerve thy gods, nor Nen the golden 
* WP thou Va 10. * 211 
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| ce. be SERMON. XL 
 Additiceat- evidences and miracles un 

to convince mankind of the truth of the 

. Chriſtian religion, and to diſpoſe them to che 
" ne of virtue and holineſs. 


LuKE xvi. 31. 8 
i they hear not Moſes' and the prophets, neither 
will they be Perſuaged, theogh one roſe from the 
dead "2X 55 


1 
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SERMON XII. 
The Chriſtian reſt 
Marr. xi. 28. 


| Come unto me all ye that 3 . 
den, L ada a: reſt. ". "8602 
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401 OM ON adorns A 0a wiſdom 
1 N with this truly valuable and commend- | 
able character: which inſtructs us to 
fear God, to obey his commandments, and. 
to practiſe uniformly and ſteadily moral and 
ſocial virtues. On heavenly wiſdom, - that, 
wiſdom which cometh. from above, he pours - 
forth the beauties of rhetoric, and gathers 
ſome of the choiceſt flowers of eloquence to 
enliven and ennoble the grand deſcription. | 
Wart „ Happy 


S N SERMON 15 5 


I" Happy. i is the man that findeth wiſdom, 
and the man that getteth underſtanding. _ 
For the merchandize of it is better than 
« the merchandize of filver, and the gain 
thereof chan ſine gold. She is more pre- 

« cious than rubies; and all the things thou 
. canſt deſire, are not to be compared unto 
her. Length of days is in her right hand; 
70 and in her left hand, riches and honour. 
Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
« her paths are peace. She is a tree of liſe 
eto them that lay hold upon her: and happy 
* is every one that retaineth her.” If ws. 
exclude the practice of religion: from the 
wiſdom here ſo beautifully and elegantly. 
deſcribed; its great and important bleſſings 
will vaniſh, and appear fictitious and untrue, 
Of what other ſpecies of - wiſdom can it be 
affirmed, with any truth of proptiety, that it 
renders mankind good and happy? that is 
ealms the mind, and fills the foal with real 
peace, and ſolid, laſting pleaſure? The wildem 
of this world.is a fountain ſealed, a ſpring. 
dried up. Happineſs cen only reſult from the 
obedience of virtue. But let us exumine che 

: matter 


_ SERMONTE 1 
matter mote cloſely, ' View thoſe who are. 


. wiſe in their generation; who, by care and 
induſtry, have acquired a competency, nay 
abound in wealth and riches if theſe perſons 
are not actuated with a nobler principle; that 
ol their duty, are they happy? What inter- 
nal ſatisfactim does the man of learniog reap 


antients, and trimming the midniglit lamp? 
even theſe without they are influenced with 
the love of religion and-picty, are as ſubject 


to diſquietude and'atoxiety' as other men IF —= 


the ambitious appear the conſequence is the 
ſame. Can pomp and pageantry heal the 
diſeaſed body, or blot out the guilt of venality 
and perjury ; or any other defilement of the 
mind? Can gaudy honour, or popular ap- 
plauſe uſher into the ſdul: compoſure and joy? 


means friends and companions: as travelers, 


they traverſe a different tract and road, and 
never meet together. What ſhall we fay to 
the claim of the gay and the luxurions ? theſe 


moſt certainly purſue the ſhadow inſtead of 


* ſubſtance ; ; "nay What is worſe, they are 
Es - ntalling - 


from ranſacking the mouldy volumes of the 


= * 


'F _ SEKWOWG - 
_ entailing upon themſelves and poſterity, paths 
and diſeaſes, ſhame and ſorrow. But laſtly, 
are not thoſe of high rank, nobly deſcended 
and allied; happier than the common herd of 
men ? The noble and great are ſubject to tho 
fame paſſions nd" infirmities as the poor; 
and without virtuous and noble principles, 
their grandeur and rank may ſerve as the 
fewel of vice and wickedneſs,” and admini- 
ſter affiftance to vanity; for titles, dignities 
and honours, unimproved by virtue (a), and 
unadorned with integrity of manners and 
humanity of temper,” may be moſt vilely 
abuſed and perverted; and be rendred a 
ſcourge and 0 to * 1 _—_ to 
as: in general. 7 k: 


Who then will direct ust in our nnch arid 
enquiry after happineſs! created good, cries 
it is not in me. We have ſeen that in the 
midſt of learning there is ſorrow; in the 
midſt of riches there are cares and tempta- 
N ; in the midſt of ER there el 


n 


2 — Nobilits ſola argue unica  virtus. W 


vineſs 


$ERKMONTE 5 
vineſs. Would we therefore be truly happy, 
we mult have recourſe to che principles W 
religion; and | governing, our lives and actions 
according to the will of God and his laws, 
endeavour to ſeek and obtain that peace and 
felicity. eee n neither [give 
un Aan [851 W 2 1135 
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This was # ſubject of 2 uncon- 
troventad and. undiſputed, egen under the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation; nay the religion of na⸗ 
ture, the moſaic inſtitution 55 and the goſpel 
of Chriſt Jeſus, our redeemer; all agree that 
the fear: of the Lord (aceonding to holy Job) 
is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is under- 
ſtanding. The ſupreme Being indeed, in 
ſundry times (5), and in divers manners; in 
ways the moſt ſuitable and expedient, hath 
gradually revealed his will toxmankind.. And 
in the latter days, in the conſummation. of 
the ages, ae mg bee by: his 


"1 $44 * . * is 
(a) Now 10 nowrgines — bs vicibus 
fignificat gradus & incrementa doctrinae propheticæ: 
rouge multis modis, ſignificat 8 27580 
ate Critica Sacra. | 


B 2 Son, 


n 


*. 4 - 8 — 
' 8 3 »\ 
* - 4 
- ! 2 
7 
N P 2 
3 - 
1 | 
4 5 4 ws \ 
' £ : 
* * 
4 . 
- 1 7 
S WE. 
0 = "B42 
| $ o 
I * 2 F PS 4. 
q j g 
4 [1 
\ '# * 4 * 
g 14 
{ * \ q * 
60 - P 
o * 0 
1 * 
> : 
- — 
1 98 1 
4 ., * X 
7 | : 
\ C * 
> g ; 1 if 
4 . 
A . 
8 . 
i ; , 
z ' 4 . 
: = 
5 j 1 
" W 4 . 
j | | 
6 | E 
] | | . 
4 | 
1 c 
'- 
þ : 
{4 " 
4 
t * 
. 
. 
| | | | 
i | 
T Y 
* * 
Z 
* 
J ö 


| | 
ny I 
i; 4 
, + 
; 5 
- 14 
7 ; 
: 1 
t ty 
- 1 
F 
is 7, 
1 
IT 1 
Wits 
| j 
ql 
£18 
$, 
7 . 
| 1 


5 JERMON'E 
S, ben Chriſt, our Saviour; who thath 


Hath done in a method that does honour te 


FY A 


* 


- 


clearly and explicitly manifeſted to mankind 


their duty to God, cheir neighbours, and 
themſelves. And this the redeemer of men 


dur intelleQualubilities/and'is Comfiſtent with 


our true and real happineſs. This cherefort 


for the preſent we ſhall take for granted 
and as addreſſing myſelf to a Chriſtian: con- 
gtegation, I ſhall conſider the words of the 
text as an encomium upon Chriſtianity; and 
which with the higheſt juſtice and the moſt | 
rigid propriety, may be fairly and indiſpu- 
tably applied to the rational dodtrines, arid 


eaſy" s Which that diſpenſation 


. int tue t * 756 
ri: tn erovib nix oh) acait wilt 

But is eee eee ſo 
my and pleaſant in the ptactice ? is the re- 
ligion of Jeſus replete with ſbliſs und happi- 
neſs? Whence then ariſe thoſe murmurs and 
complaints which are daily ſounding in our 
ears Why, tr what reaſons are we fre- 
quently aſtoniſhed with invectives againſt the 


Chriſtian inſtitution, : as a diſpenſation. very 
gloomy 


SERMON: * 


gloomy. and melanchahy, abounding with 
Tears and terrors? The anſwer is very plain 
and clear. The enemies of our molt hal 
religion hae always, in every age of the 
church, accuſtomed. themdelves to ſpread ay 
broad falſe and evil reports of that good land. 
And thoſe, who thus abſurdly and irrationally 
act in oppoſition to the ſucceſs of the goipe} 
of Chriſt, are either ſtrangers tothe dodtrines 
and precepts of Chriſtiapityrz. or anſpagexy 
and and pervert them; or have apoſtatized 


7 


reſpects, our holy religion may be cally vine 
dicated; ſince the firſt of theſe ohjectors ſpeak 
evil of thoſe things, of which. they have no 
fort of knowledge; the others unfortunately 
err through prejudice, miſtake, ar a wiltul 
and impious abuſe and corruption of the doc- 
and treacheroufly ſin againſt light, knowiedge 
confeſs, with all thoſe who have he or arc 
in the leaſt acquainted” with what the Al- 
mighty requires from the profeſſors of the 


from the faith which is in Jeſus. In all theſe 


g complain of thoſe "who" eue 8 ber 
friends, arid Who in 


commandments of Chriſt are not grievous 


9 SOS 
4 Gun 
Se is' perfect freedom. But our holy: 


betet 808, Unt eee br CN | 


religion n "ali wich reaſon” and juſtice may 


3 


neut, as well as her open and 


racter and 


aàvowed enemies. Fon the 6tjeRtions againſt | 


Chriſtianity,” hive” been conſiderably /avge 


| mented by the wickedneſs or Iifrmitics of | 
iſe who profit; 


SEE To UP! 7 43% 
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0 nitlancs, can it be ſuppoſed that the 


to thoſe who have no fear of God before their 
eyes; who daily prophane his name, violate 
his laws, and indulge themſeloes in luxurious 
and vicious cuſtoms? Addicted to vanity and 
inordinate pleaſure; and habituated to the 
practice of every evil word and work; can it 
poſſibly beimaginedthatſuch find any comfort 
and lay ion in the doctrinal or preceptive 
parts e Chriſtian inſtitũtion ? Vicious and 
ungodly" fierſors will always complain of the 
hardſhips and ſevetities of religion, and diſ- 
. and loath'i its 6 ; as a ſtomach 
. loaded 
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loaded with impure ind vitiated juices, babbofe 
and diſguſts che moſt holeſome and neceſ- 


fry: food. That they are called Chriſtians, 


reject the name of Chriſt ; nor, at convenient 
their guilt, nor lighten their condemmnation 
They certainly imjure the Chriſtian cauſe: 
though, not ex profeſſo with the Deiſta who 
endeavour to ſubvert the. religion of Jeſus; 
yet virtually andꝰ in fact they do all in their 
power to deſtroy the ſucctis of the. goſpel 
What wonder therefore that ſuch pretended 
friends ſhould diſcredit and diſcountenance 
religion? It would of courſe be matter of 
aſtoniſhment, whenever reproved of tebuked. 
if they did not A 
rer as an e ee 


8. 
— the Jecralancy; of efror: pre 
judice, may have unhappily afforded a ſper 
cious cauſe -for ſome clamours agaiaſt the 
Ri | £7 plea- 


— 


and for worldly ends: and purpoſes, do not 


10 „ EN 2 Ve 


pleaſantneſs of practical virtue and piety 
The Papiſts are certainly very blameable, 
and deſerve the ſevereſt reproof andicenſure; 
and repr aach. By hat law, by | whoſe 2:4 
ſanction are pilgrimages and:ſcourgings?-:by 
whoſe appointment arę penances and other 
idle ſeverities annexed to the gaſpel of 
hriſt? They are the commandments of 
men and not of God: they are to be ſube 
ſtracted from the truly ſacred and moral 
duties of religion. Such auſtere and mo- 
naſtic exceſſes of piety. are enthuſiaſtic and 
ſuperſtitious, and not in the leaſt counte 
nanced by ſcriptural evidence and autho- 
_ rity, and therefore e muſt diſcard, and: dife 
own them. The blame muſt fall, where 
it is juſtly due, on the Romiſh religion 3 
ho the religion of eee this 
| ——— cenſure,” bhp naa * 


Ana een hich! * mb 
hw afforded the enemies of faith to make 
againſt the comforts and happineſs reſulting 
from 3 a fincere and cordial obedience to evan» 
* 


* 


EN M ON 1 r 
gelical commands, is that of melancholy; 
which ſome very god Chriſtiavs have not 
eſcaped-. & vircumitance//truly | pitiable, 
and worthy our utmoſt tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion. But even. here religion is not to he 
blamtd. Thoſe unacebuntable fears and 
terrors; thoſe deſponding thoughts and 
dreadful apprehenſtons are party: owing to 
che complexion of the bady, to the natural = 
conſtitution; and pardy to a defect or 
weakneſs of the intellectual abilities and ra» 
tional powers. The mind and body are 
both diſtempered and unſound. They have 
often proved bodily diſorders ; and hae 
been not ſeldom medicinally treatetl with 
| great and happy ſucecſs 3-oſpicially/ where 
this method has been attended with ſerious 
adfice and wholeſome inſtructions; and con- 
joined with a prudent explanation of the divine 
promiſes and threatenings. Their bodihy diſ- 
tempers removed, and the judgment ſet right. 
peace and joy would of:courſe-comipeſc the 
mind and render it ſerene and happhi(c)-- : 


00 Orandumeſt, enk Tox- 
| Te 


= To theſe deer. my padre] 
5 5 profeſſors of our holy religion, who have 
broken their baptiſmal vow and covenant, - 
and have habitually violated God's laws; 
upon their true tepentance, and amend- 
ment, for a ſeaſon may feel remorſe and 
anguiſh; they may drink of the cup of 
ſorrow, muy bemoan their paſt follies and 
offences with ſighs and tears, and be filled 
with heavineſs and diſquietude. But why 
are they ſo uneaſy why are they thus per- 
plexed and diſtreſſed? This grief and trou- 
ble flow. not from their paſt adherence to 
virtuous and religious principles, nor from 
their ſtrict and punctual obedience to ſacred 
and relative duties: no, they ſpring from 
another ſourde; from a neglect and breach 
of their reſpective obligations to God and 
man, and are the juſt and neceſſary puniſh 
ment of their guilt and former wickedneſs. 
But holy mourning, and contrition for 
paſt offences, when duly: weighed and con- 
ſidered, can never be eſteemed objections 
againſt the felicity attendant on the practice 
of "IANS more eſpecially when we are 
aſſured 


> 


SERMO NIE 13 


affurcd that d broken and conttite heart 
the Almighty will not deſpiſe; and though 
heavineſs endure for a night, eee in 
the morning. ie ne act nove fr Ac; 

19417 OT er enn e l then Aer 

Religion in her'own native ſimplicity, as 

repreſented in the holy ſeriptures is a moſt 
pleaſing and amiable character. The malice 
and prejudices of her foes; and it muſt be 
added, the weakneſs and vicious inconſiſ- 
tencies of her friends have drawn her pic- 
ture in colours very dull and gloomy; but 
ſcriptural Chriſtianity exhibits to our view 
an aſpect the moſt ſerene and engaging. 
To ſpeak in plain terms and witlioùt a fi- 
gure, the plain and genuine doctrines of 
the goſpel are eaſy to be underſtood; 
are readily known and accommodated to 
the weakneſs of our capacities; and its 
precepts are promotive of - refining our 
ſentiments, rectifying our conduct, mora- 
lizing our actions and exalting our nature. 
But let us more particularly conſider ho] 
and in what manner religion and virtue 


S1E/R t o * 
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ASS © even 1 who are . ? 
with truth and fincerity, to reform their 


morals, and to ſubdue and controul their 


vicious appetites and inordinate paſſions; 


theſe converts to the principles of right rea · 
fon and Chriſtian religion, though under 


ſevere trials and temptations, find-at certain 
times ſuch ſatisfaction of mind in theſe ef 
forts to conquer and ſuppreſs thoſe vices 


which- debaſe and enervate our rational 


. and render us obnoxious to the 
diſpleaſure of the ſupreme Being, as makes 


them ample amends for the trouble and 
difficulties ſuſtained in the conflict. For 
moſt ſure it 4s, that under the deepeſt re- 


morſe and contrition of ſpirit, the genuine 
and diſintereſted penitent, with a-feeble ray 5 
and glimmering of hope and comfort, will 
not fail of enjoying ſuch a meaſure of peace. 
and ſuch remiſſion of uneaſineſs and fotrow; - 


as could never be found in the fruition of 
ſenſual delights and earthly pleaſures. The 
| morning 


2 and calm the mind, and make 


. 
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morning of religion then ſheds though 4 
faint, yet a kindly-healing influence on the 
mind of the fincere penitent, and opens the 


moſt comfortable proſpect of the love of 
God to repenting ſinners —_— tho merits 


of- en — MR ae 8 
— | Chriſtian! — 
hy good fight of faith; as he happily and 


invariably perſiſts in ſubduing his evil habits. 
and vicious practices; his peace grows, and 
his joys encreaſe and flouriſh. Sin is the bane 
of the ſoul, and poiſon to our moral health 
and happineſs. As ſoon as perpetrated, it 
defiles and diſturbs all the powers of the 


mind; and conſcience, alarmed with our 


God Almighty's wrath and indignation ; and 


conſequently cauſes the perſons thus trou- 
hled and - diſturbed, to labour under the 
moſt melancholy-concern and the deepeſt 
anguiſh of ſpirit. But the ſcene is changed, 


when che principles of religion and holineſs 
„ are 


4 Ls 


deviation from the principles of probity and. 
virtue, ſets the ſoul in confuſion, fills it 
with juſt, though terrible, apprehenfions of 


1 
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are breathed into our ſouls by: the ſpirit of 
God, and duly cultivated and encouraged 
«the. ſpring: and ditector of all our words 
and actions. Then the mind is filled and 
exalted. with moral and benevolent. ſenti- 
ments, and our intellectual abilities exert | 
_ themſelves unreſtrained and with full force 
and . vigour in the cauſe of religion and 
every ſacred and ſocial duty; then the pracy 
tice of virtue is truly pleaſant; then we have 
peace with God, who graciouſſy ſurveys us 
with an eye of complacency. and delight; 
our conſciences are ſerene and eaſy, and we 
purſue the exerciſe of all good works n 
0 compaſune and __ n 


This is the bb wy ah thoſe. ks 
forſake the ways of unrighteouſneſs, and 
the works of darkneſs, and return into the 
path of religion and their duty. What 
then muſt be the conſequence of a life ha- 
bituated to the practice of piety, and ac- 
cuſtomed to ſerve God from our earlieſt 
days in righteouſneſs and true holineſs? 
Such truly religious Perſaue in its full ex- 
; tent 


ks s N N * 19 


tent and degree, muſt and will * ſub- 
ſcribe ta the aſſertion of king Solomon, 
that the ways of Chriſtianity are ways of 
4 pleafantneſs, and all its paths are peace. 
| The pains and, ſorrows reſulting; from in- 
temperance they have ever ſtudiouſiy avoid- 
ed; the miſeries and guilt, attending a vi- 
cious courſe, of life, by the grace of God 
they have carefully ſhunned; they have ner 
ver made ſhipwreck of the faith, nor diſ- 
graced their holy religion by acts of injuſ- 
| tice and extortion; they have not diſho- 
noured themſelves by uncleanneſs; or any 
other wickedneſs and prophaneneſs, Thus 
have they, by the divine aſſiſtance, preſery- 
ed their conſciences void of offence both 
towards God and man, and laid up in ſtore 
for themſelves, a treaſure, (more valuable 
chan golden mines) of ſolid and laſting 
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The Chriſtian who has ſincerely kept his 
baptiſmal vow and promiſes; having acted 
thus agreeable to rational principles and the 
| Rege of the golpel, has never involved 
C bimſelf 


— 
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Himſelf in any diſturbance or anguiſh; bur | 
having acted right and proper, all is calm 
and quiet. Even his temporal intereſt and 
happineſs, his health, his ſucceſs, his cha- 
racter and fortune in the world have re- 
| Teived great credit and advantage, from the 
| Purity: of his heart, and the honeſty and in- 
tegrity of his actions. As a reſpectable 
member of the community, he is beloved 
and eſteemed by every worthy perſon; and 
in ſuch circumſtances cannot fait of reaping 
thoſe rewards, and that ſhate of proſperity, 
which almoſt univerſally attend thoſe whoſe 
life and conduct are guided by the rules of 
virtue and generoſity. But theſe are matters 
of ſmall moment, when compared with an 
humble hope of God Almighty's accept- 
ance and approbation of his actions. When 
he reflects, that the Almighty is his father 
and his friend; that through his admiffion 
into the Chriſtian church and the covenant, 
ratified and ſealed with the blood of Jeſus 
his redeemer, he is reconciled to him; that 
hae will bleſs him with all the comforts of 
virtue, with al the conſolations of the goſ+ 


pel; 
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pel ; that he will preſerve him from all, real 
harms and dangers; and, when he Has 


fought the good fight and finiſhed his courſe, 
will crown him with eternal e, and 
e ee of en r= 4 
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1— the whole) the Aikateraſts 
ed and real proſeſſors of the goſpel of Je- 
ſus, are thoſe whom the-ſupreme Being de- 
lighteth to honour, to bleſs. and comfort 
with peace and joy. For view the Chriſtian 
faith and precepts in Whatever light you 
pleaſe, and you will find them amiable, and 
| worthy our higheſt regard and obedience. 


How glorious to conſider the ſupreme Be- 


ing as the' Father of mercies and God of 
all conſolation ; who even did not ſpare his 


only-begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt, our advo— 


cate with the Father, and the propitiation 
for our fins, but delivered him up for us 
all ; that through his death and oblation on 
the croſs, we might be redeemed from the 
guilt and bufthen of our fins, and eſcape 
_ everlaſting death. And how great the ſatis- 
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faction to be rationally perſuaded, that we are 
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ſerving God; and advancing his glory.” "How 
delightful to reflect that the holy Spirit of 
our God enables us to act rightly and pro- 
perly as reasonable creatures and ſincere 
Chriſtians; to be honeſt, humane, to do 
juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with our God: ſuch ſentiments and actions 
will always undoubtedly afford us matter of 
joy and happineſs; nay, they will comfort 
us when all earthly comforts and privileges 
fail, even in the ſeaſon of ſickneſs, the hour 
of death, and the day of judgment! 0 
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1 is a maxim eee "tin os 
J acknowledged, by evety ſerious mind; 
— creatures ſhould chearfully and 
reverentially pay the duties of ſubmiſſion, 
and obedience, to their great and adorable 
Creator; that they ſhould employ and exert 
their intellectual and moſt diſtinguiſhed abi- 
lities and; powers, -in adoring; the ſupreme 
Being, in reflecting, on his will and com- 
mandments, and gratefully obeyin g thoſe 
doctrines and precepts; which, by the im- 
mediate revelation of Chriſt Jeſus, he hath 

| C 3 graciouſly 
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graciouly afforded 0 us; as the rule and teſt 
5 this doty: of 'remembring our — is 
binding and obligatory, in every ſeaſon and 
circumſtance, in every age and period, rank, 
and condition, of human life; but more eſ- 
pecially in the days of our youth: when 
both body and mind are in health and vigor; 
when our memories are ſtrong, our under- 
ſtanding clear, and the foul devoid pf bad 
impreſſions. Then is the time, untinctured 
with vicious cuſtoms, uninfluenced and un- 
entangled by bad and evil habits, to ſow the 
generous and fertile ſeed of religion in the 
young and tender mind; Which watered 
with the grace of God, and good inſtructi- | 
ons of our parents and paſtors; cannot fail 
of bringing forth fruit unto perfection, and 
crowning the youth, governed by ſuch pious 
and holy principles, with peace and immortal 
life. Remember now thy. Creator in the days 
of thy youth. The word, indeed, in che 
original, is of the plural number, Creators; 
and, from hence it has been afferted, that 
(rw to many other paſſages of holy 
writ) 


— 
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ihn plan lieg vt pa is here diſtantly 
implied and intimated; and from thence 
me infer a Trinity in the unity of the 
Godhead (a): and whether there is any real 
ſertion, is matter of very little moment; fince 
Chriſtians, by many other plain and undoubted 
teſtimonies of ſeripture, are called upon to 
remember their obligations to Father, Son; 
and Holy Ghoſt; as to fear the Lord, not 
to neglect the ſalvation which is through 

Chriſt their redeemer, and not to quench the 
Holy Spirit of their God. By remembring 
our Creator, we therefore of courſe ſhall 
review the works of creation and providenct, 
and the ineſtimable advantages of our re- 
demption with ſacred wonder and gratitude. 
And moſt certainly this is a duty incumbent 
with the appellation and character of reaſon- 
able creatures, and enlightened alſo with the 
n benefit of Ps eee | 


(a) See Dr. Patrigh, ix ile an. 3 
on the text. 
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| Ia diſcourſing farther upon the words of 
the text; we ſhall conſider in the firſt place; 
that it ĩs our duty to remember our Creator; 
and ſecondly, that youth is the moſt proper 
ſeaſon 1 in which we may exerciſe moſt eakly | 
and Mats this igrent nike and virtue. 
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EY We ate to conſider, Wader is our Ws 
eee our Creator. Mau is formed 
a focial, andi rational creature: The former 
of theſe advantages is very pleaſing and uſe- 
ſul; the latter, is the characteriſtic of our 
pre- eminence and ſuperiority over the beaſts | 
of the field, and the fowls-of the air, and 
the whole animal creation. The beaſts of 
the field, it is true, range about and herd to- 
gether; but the intellectual faculties and 
rational powers of the human ſpecies afford 
men innumerable and incomparable bleſſings 
and priveleges, in their mutual commerce 
and ſociety with each other. This is entirely 
owing to the exerciſe of their reaſon. But 
perhaps our boaſted reaſon, our grand pre- 
rogative and excellency, is not more natu- 
rally, or with my propriety, or with more 
dignity 
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| dignity and uſefulneſs employed, than in 
contemplating on the duty and obligations 
we lie under to the ſupreine Being; by 
examining the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and by 
conducting our actions according to his re- 
n -yGibouttobnr. ur tmr 20 
rooeo bolle 1 DAG! yovonr 
we is dah eee 3 — 
We ſubjects reaſon may be abuſed and 
pervetted, and engaged in ſpeculations and 
enquiries which: are above its comprehen- 
ſion. The ſecret things (Moſes hath 
ſaid) belong unto the Lord our God, but 
the things which are revealed belong to. 
us and to our children. In ſaered diſ- 
cuſſions we ſhould: therefore carefully avoid 
all thorny and perplexed matters of debate 
and oontroverſy; more eſpecially where the 
contention and diſpute; has no ſort of influ- 
ence to purify the mind and correct the 
manners. The rational powers are ſtretched 
beyond the limits of their narrow. and fi- 
nite capacities, when we preſume to arraign 
the conduct of providence; or by any un- 
generous notions to conſine the mercies of 
| orr 
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our God and Saviour; or by en vouring 

0 meaſure and fathom the ere 
ſſible depth of the infinite wiſdom and good- 
2 neſs of the great Creator and governor of © 
the „ with the ſhort and ſhallow line 
of homes underſtanding. When we are 
devoutly and religiouſly called upon to re- 
member our Creator; it is not to deride his 
regard to individuals or to public ſocieties; - 

much leſs is it to ſit in judgment on our 
fellow creatures, ant to oondemn them by 
the goodneſs of God, who is intentionally 
loving to every man, and whoſe mercy is 
ator, is to trace out the reſpective obliga- 
tions of our duty both to God and man, in 
the moſt particular and extenſive- manner; 
to acquaint ourſelves with what is expected 
from us under the character of _— 
creatures and chriſtians in our rational and 
evangelical capacities ; ; the latter of which, 
though much ſuperior to the former, through 
the abundant unge of divine revela- 
| tion, 
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tion, yet can never be inconſiſtent with, or 
© contradictory to the principles of reaſony.or - 

that of common ſenſe and-yniverſal berie- 
volenoe. But why ffiould Chriſtians be ſo 
remiſsinthe duty of religious remembrance? ? 
Our bleſſed Saviour, intimately aoquainted 
with tke operations of the human mind, 
freedom given this unſwer; That the 
children of this world are in their gene- 
„ration wiſer than the children of light.” 
And the more circumſtantially we examine 
the reaſons, the redeemer of mankind had 
to make this very juſt and wiſe obſetvation, 
the more we ſhall approve of and be fatif- 
| fied with it. And would mankind be per- 
ſuaded to einploy the ſame: concern and ac- 
tivity in the cauſe. of virtue, and in the ſal - 
vation of their precious and immortal ſouls, 
as they do to obtain riches and honours; 
they would with muck facility and delight 
diſcharge the offices of piety and humanity 
to their credit and honour in this world, 
and to eir eternal felicit ! 


With 
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Wich what prudence and reſolution do 
* act: in their temporal — 
Aphten intelligent —— | 
well-concerted the ſcheme, :-juſtly=formed © 
the plan, how judiciouſſy carried on, and 
maſterly finiſhed, and executed their reſpec- 
tive enterprizes and teſolutions . Nay even 
in common life; men are ready ſufficiently to 
remember their own intereſts and advan- 
tages. The huſbandman needs not be re- 
minded of the approach of harveſt, nor 
vyhen the ſeaſon is moſt favorable to ſow or 
reap. But there is a ſtrange inconſideration 
and forgetfulneſs of ſuperior benefits, and 
that in points of the utmoſt value and eter - 
nal importance. With regard 10 practical 
religion and our moral conduct, mankind 
are very apt to be unthinking ande negligent; 
and though in many other reſpects they 
properly and honourably exerciſe their ra- 
tional talents and abilities to their credit, as 
wiſe and intelligent. creatures; yet it is 
| much 
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much to be lamepted. that hap kre tem 
and careleſs in publicly ackhowledging"the 
wiſdom"and power of He Almighty; and 
at ſtated and regular times Worſhiping 
that glorious God An bb they live, and 
move, arid Have Sram HT 9 
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W &f this world too, or ths de- 
ceitfulneſs of riches, will not ſuffer perſons 
to examine and adore the wonders of our 
redemption” in Chriſt Jeſus ; nor "how to 
make their «chriſtian callin 8 and election 
ſure. Hence ariſes negligence in their mo- 
ral conduct. For how can we poſſibly con- 
ceive, that thoſe who forget to worſhip the 
ſupreme Being, and deſpiſe the ' revelation 
of his will and laws, given us by che Lord 
Jeſus, can be careful to excel in Private or 
ſocial virtues ? Can the inconſiderate, irre- 
ligious man ever be eſteemed a worthy fa- 
ther or maſter; ſon, or ſervant! Where 
reverence to the great God is wanting, the 
principles of virtue and ſocial duty are all 
looſe and unſettled; ' we have no power 
(but that of cuſtom and faſhion) to excite 


wr”; when we: .tneably adore; üs wide 
and goodneſs, and power; when" we are 
truly thankful for the ineſtimable privileges 

of Chriſtianity, and make the revealed will 

of God the rule and ſtandard of duty and 

religious obedience; then we ſhall of courſe 
not only be acquainted with our obligations 
to virtue and holineſs in our reſpective cha - 
racters and circumſtances; we ſhall not on- 
ly conſider and recollect them, but - practi- 
cally execute them. Then parents will 
train up children in . way they ſhould 
go, and early educate them in rational and 
Chriſtian principles; huſbands- will love 
their wives, and wives be obedient to their 
huſbands; children will honour their pa- 
rents, and ſervants will act with integrity 
and fidelity to their maſters. Only let us 
remember our duty to God, and be ſincere 
in our addreſſes to him, for the aſſiſtanee 
of his grace and bleſſed ſpirit; and from 
this fixed and able principle of every ſgeial 
or n os we ſhall be influenced 


and 
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and enabled to ſupport our reſpectide cha- 


racters with honout and uſefulneſbd- And 


whatever we may conceive, ſuch conduct 
is agreeable to the moſt humble or exalted 
ſtations, and will redound to the advantage 
of thoſe governed and actuated by it. 'Theſe 
are principles and actions which will bear 
repeated reviews; and when theſe princi- 
ples are fixed and rooted in the mind, and 
our conduct is become regular and habitual, 
this will gloriouſſy prove an inexhauſted 
ſouree of pleaſute and delight. The per- 
ſons influenced and directed with ſuch pi- 
ous and laudable motives, will be happy in 
themſelves, and be regarded as -comforts 

wa ns. to their friends and r | 


u. The a of indices our Cre- 
ator . thus ſettled and eftabliſhed ; we pro- 
ceed to conſider, ſecondly, that youth is the 
molt proper time the more ede * 
pr wo to exerciſe it. 


For upon a review of our duty to our 
Creator, -it * very eomprelenſive and 
extenſive 
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| extenſve;-its-nature-and end include every 
private and public virtue; it enforces every 
relative and ſocial 3 it comprehends every 
moral and ſacred obligation; it teaches us 
lence: it inſtructs us to ſubdue our vicious 
apʒpetites, and our hegdſtrong and untamed 
paſſions; to reform our morals, to amend 
our lives, and to purify our hearts and 
minds. And when is this great work to be 
done ſo ſpeedily and efficaciouſſy as in our 
_ early days? Old age cannot be named com- 
paratively with it. Bad habits indeed are eaſily 
contracted; they are learnt with much eaſe 
and readineſs; the road to vicious courſes is 
ſmooth and facile. Vet however pleaſing 
the deſcent may be (to degrade and diſho- 
nour ourſelves as thoſe endowed with rea- 
ſon, and bleſſed with the advantages of 
Chriſtians) yet the road and path to virtue 
lies on a ſteep and difficult aſcent. And if 
| generally ſpeaking, this is matter of fact as 
1 | to the practice of virtue and vice; What 
1 ſhall we ſay when ſinners are habityated 


Ii to do. evil, when they have been taught to 
leſſen 
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keiten and depreciate religious obligatiqns.; 
and have been trained up in the exerciſe of 
faſhionable follies, in luxurious and inordinate 
pleaſures; and to gratiſy themſelves immo- 
derately in the enjoyment of their ſenſual 
and depraved appetites and paſſions? I aſk, 
and let the appeal be made to conſcience, 
to reaſon, and experience; muſt it not be 
a work of fatigue and trouble at ſuch a 
time to ſubdue our viciqus indlinations, to 
maſter their ſuperiotity, and to reduce them 
under the ſobor and moderate laws of mo- 
rality and religion? This muſt be granted; 
more eſpecially as vicious habits are very ad- 
heſive, ſtick cloſe to the human conſtitu- 
tion, and are not ſuppreſſed nor _ 
without extreme labour and difficulty | 
ſuch vicious habits and cuſtoms are — 
nanced and favoured by the ſenſitive part of 
our conſtitution, which has too often hur- 
ried into follies and failings the inconſider- 
ate and irrational, Well might the prophet 
Jer emiah, upon theſe conſiderations, U aſk, 
Can the Athiopian change his ſkin, or 
the leopard his _ Then may he. that 
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4 is "accuſtomed: to do evil, Henry to do 
'« well.” From the great hazard and dan- 
ger of reforming evil habits, and of con- 
verting to the ways of virtue and holineſs 
thoſe grown old or far advanced in pro- 
phaneneſs and immorality; give me leave 
to recommend the grand and important du- 
ty of early piety by ſome inſtances and ſi- 
militudes, which though familiar and com- 
mon, may be very proper to be inſerted in 
our meditations upon a ſubject ſo very in- 
tereſting. The young ozier is pliant and 
flexible, you may bend it as you pleaſe; ; 
but advanced in years, and arrived at matu- 
Tity of growth and ſtrength, it refiſts your 
utmoſt endeavours to reduce its firmneſs and 
ſolidity; it is utterly inflexible, and will not 
yield to thoſe ſoft and tender movements 
made in its more early ſtate: Thus young 
perſons may with eaſe and pleaſure keep 
under their paſſions, and bid defiance to 
their exceſlive and inordinate gratifications: : 
they may with much readineſs and facility 
form their principles and conduct upon the 
maxims of goodneſs and righteouſneſs, and 
Ii 
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in that early ſtate, their objections to lead 
virtuous and holy lives will be few, and their 
prejudices. leſs ; and their pliant ſouls (from 
the good inſtructions and examples of their 
friends and teachers) will be readily and 
without any difficulty diſpoſed to obey the 
doctrines of Chriſt our Saviour, to walk wor- 
thy of our holy vocation, and to adorn it in 
all their words and actions. . 
The wax alſo, ſoftened by heat, and 
melted by the flame, is ſuſceptible of any 
form and impreſſion; chooſe what ſeal you 
will, it will be exactly faithful, and give 
you a true image thereof: and this is a 
fair repreſentation of youth. Their minds 
are young and tender, and open to all ſorts 
of impreſſions. Every thing ſtrikes ſtrong- 
ly upon them, and repeated ſtrokes of what 
kind ſoever, root and faſten them more 
deeply in their minds. In this happy ſea- 
ſon therefore, the inſtructors of youth ſhould 
be particularly careful to exert themſelves in 
the intereſts of victue and religion, and in 
the diſcouragement of immorality and vice. 
2 But 
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But if uncommon care is not taken to mo- 
ralize their actions, and to guard them a- 
gainſt the ſpecious and powerful attacks of 
impiety and vanity; fo numerous are bad 
examples, ſo prevalent is the foree of cuſ- 
tom, ſo very infective are corrupt morals, 
and ſo prone and apt gre mankind to be ſe- 
duced and drawn away from their duty; 
that it will afford occaſion of wonder, if 
young minds untutored and uninſtructed, 
amidſt a variety -of enticing and alluring 
temptations, ſhould preſerve their innocence, 
and eſcape falling into the ſnares laid for 
them by Satan, who goeth about; as a 
roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour. In this early ſeaſon therefore, the 
fincere and truly valuable friends of youth, 
have fair opportunity to train them up and 
exerciſe them in virtuous principles and 
practices. And ſuch perſons need not 
doubt, but their benevolent, and very lau- 
bable endeavours, and religious labours 
will be crowned with the wiſhed-for and 
happy ſucceſs. Once more; are we not 
travellers and pilgrims upon earth? Are we 
| not 
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not on our journey to the land of Cana- 


an, our heavenly Jeruſalem ? And in re- 


ſpect to our characters as travellers, ham 


unſafe and incommodious is it eſteemed ta 


ſet out on a; journey in the evening, the 
time allotted for eaſe and reſt to men and 
beaſts! Night is a ſeaſon alſo of danger, 
and particularly expoſed to numerous evils; 
perpetrated by the ſons of rapine and vige 
lence. And is not the evening of life e- 
| qually unſafe and dangerous to begin dhe 


work of reformation? Are there not many 


obſtacles and impediments in our way? 
Are not the world, the fleſh, and the de- 
vil, our cruel and inveterate enemies, then 
more particularly ready to moleſt and diſ- 
treſs us, through habit and cuſtom? Al- 
ways waiting and ſoliciting our deſtruction, 
even in the early appearances of religion; 
will they not in our old age, as acquainted 
with our infirmities and reſpective attach · 
ment to this or that favorite vice, be ena- 
bled to retard and ſtop our progreſs in the 


road to piety, and dangerouſly and cruelly 


effect the ruin of our ſouls? Upon all ac- 
D 3 counts 
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counts therefore, it is UN te beſt 400 


Wiſeſt courſe in our early days to remem- 


ber our Creator; and in the firſt ſtages 


of life to form our conduct according to 


the maxims and inſtructions of our TIEN re- 


. — 


? . — 


: To conclude all, what hall 1 757 more, 


to preſs upon you the great virtue of reli- 


gious conſideration, and the moral remem- 


brance of your duty to your great and a- 


dorable Creator and benefactor? Can you 


forget you were formed by his hands, pre- 
ſerved by his gracious providence, and re- 


deemed by the precious blood of his dear 


and only begotten Son? Are not theſe great 
and ineſtimable bleſſings ? Or ſhalt thofe 
who are partakers of the glorious prero- 
gative of reaſon, ſo far depreciate and un- 
dervalue themſelves, where their duty and 
intereſt are concerned, as to ſink their cha- 
racters below that of the brute creation? 
The prophet Iſaiah faith, © The ox know- 
eth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's 
« crib, but Iirael doth not know, my peo- 


cc ple 
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* ple doth not conſider. And St, Jerom, 
in his comment upon theſe words, obſerves 
to this effect, that the prophet does not 
mention the more lively and ſubtle kind of 
animal, the generous horſe, the faithful and- 
ſagacious dog; or the crafty ſox; but he in- 
ſtances in creatures the moſt heavy and flow 
of apprehenſion (5); yet even in theſe a 

grateful ſenſe and remembrance of their be- 
nefactors favours is apparent: yet even theſe 
brute beaſts have a love and affection for 
their maſter and feeder! Shall man then 


ſhew a leſs concern for mercies and bleſſings 


received than the animal creation? Far be 
that from us. Let us rouze ourſelves up 
from the lethargy of inattention and care- 
leſsneſs: let us conſider deeply and ſeriouſly 
of our duty; and may the younger part 
which compoſe this audience be firmly per- 


(5) Illi autem ne hoc quidem fecerunt, quod bruta 
faciunt animalia, ut beneficiis vincerentur & intellige- 
rent paſtorem & nutricium ſuum. Nec comparavit eos 
canibus, quod ſagaciſſimum genus animantium eſt, & 
pro cibo parvo dominorum tecta defendit, ſed ſtolidioris 
ſenſus, bovi & aſino. Hieron. in Eſaiam, c. 13. 


D 4 ſuaded, 


as” — T 6 
— to dale Chrift's eaſy yoke upon us 
and by obeying the rules and precepts df 
his goſpel, to mber our daty to our 
Creator, as ſignified” by that full and final 
revelation of his will to mankind, + 


* * 


7 - 4 
* * 
1 
id © 
* 
— . hs. _— = FE 8 
* 4 4 # F SN 4 24 
«a © wa * * 4 1 
: 


» * wy . 4 = * 1 * 40 «+ 1 - a a 
: « Y 6 a _ ” an ® o 4 9 . « 9 
* 1 
- 1148 ene 1 = 
4 . E 21 _ ” ww” g - - 1 
0 E * N 0 N ul. 
9 7 
= SSS a » * 1 * * - (33 * 11 #3 "yy EY 33 141 =_ 
. : 
, de —_—_ 
* . ” | 44 + TP. WW” * 0 ry «4 . 92 2 
. o * De | 
of 42 424 Joun:vizimngy! 
w * — = 
5 N 


3 which bat 


HE Meſſiah is har onder 
1 various charaters in the oracleb of 
God. The prophets deſcribe him as 


4 ſhepherd, a prieſt, and a king ant 
even ſo early as the time of Moſes, the 


Meſſiah was predicted under the prophetic 
character. A prophet ſhall the Lord your 
God raiſe up among you like unto me, 
„ him ſhall ye hear. And in ſeveral o- 
ther places of ſcripture, which we need not 


Ee N we find this divine perſon empha- 
tically 


—_— 
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tically ſpoken of, and ſet forth. under the 
_ ſame denomination. And perhaps it may 
be an exerciſe not unedifying and unim- 
proving, to review and explain the charac- 

ter of Chriſt, conſidered as the prophet of 
the moſt High; and to ſhew that he ſup- 
ported ſuch a gracious and exalted character 
with ſuitable dignity, and ptopriety of be 


| haviour. 


"Ani in'the proſecution of this ſubject, we 
ſhould remember, that the Jewiſh prophets 
were extraordinary perſons, raiſed up by the 
God of Iſrael, and to whom, for ſome great 
end and purpoſe, he was pleaſed very re- 
markably to reveal ' himſelf. and his will. 
And through many periods of: the Jewiſh 
church ſuch eminent and holy men wers 
found among the Hebrews, though without 
any regular order and ſucceſſion. For in dif- 
ferent ages appeared different prophets, to 
ſupply. the deceaſe of their predeceſſors in 
the venerable and ſacred office. Thus Mo- 
ſes appeared among the Jewiſh people at one 
time; Samuel at another; David, Elijah, 

Ifaiah 
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Tfaiah and Daniel in their reſpective ages; 
and at laſt, to crown the whole, and to en- 
noble and dignify the function, God ſent 
his only-begotten Son into the world, as the 
prophet of his people: he ſent him into the 
world, at the ſolemn ſeaſon, to inſtruct 
mankind clearly and plainly in their duty to 
the ſupreme Being, and to one another. 
And on this and other benevolent and im- 
portant accounts, the Son of God aſſumed 
the human form, and veiled his divinity in 
our nature, that he might be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and * glory of his 
FERENT u 97 3 brust n 
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And, upon enquiry into 9h nature of the 
prophetic office, it will appear, that the bu- 
ſineſs of it was threefold.” iſt, To premon- 
ſtrate things to come, or to foretel future 
events. 2dly, To work miracles upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions ; as when the miſſion 
of the prophet was diſputed, or when it 
was thought proper to ſhew that the doc- 
trines and precepts delivered, were imme- 
diately of divine original and authority ; and 
| that 
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2 who preached thoſe doctrine; 


and performed thoſe miracles, were really t 

ſent from God. And, 3dly, another branch z 

of the duty of the prophets was to endea- 1 
vour, by ſound and wholeſome advice, to t 
correct the morals of their countrymen, to t 
inſtru them in the practice of rational de- t 
votion, and in the genuine and undiſſem- t 
bled exerciſe of real virtue and piety. And t 
upon comparing the acts of f the holy and a 
bleſſed Jeſus in "theſe particulars, with the f 
other prophets, we ſhall perceive his emi» { 
nence and ſuperiority to be very clear: and ] 
conſpicuous, outſhining the moſt excellent t 
of them under the law, even Moſes. - It I 
may therefore very properly be ſaid, that | 
we Chriſtians, are under a better covenant; 0 
eſtabliſned upon better promiſes, | excelling 1 
not only in grace and mercy, but in univer- Y 
'fal RP and holineſs, of 4545 4 
But we aged as a as pay to 
evince, that Jeſus the true Meſſiah, ſupport» 
ed the prophetic character with truth and 
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1. For, in the fieſt place,” Chriſt,” 48 a 
true prophet; predicted future events. Did 
he not propheſy that Peter ſhould deny 
him? That Judas ſhould betray him? And 
that all his diſciples ſhould forſake and a- 
bandon him their common friend and maſ- 
ter? Circumſtances, at the time of predic- 
tion, thought very incongruous and abſurd 
by his apoſtles, utterly inconfiſtent with, 
and repugnant to their tried attachment and 
fidelity. And yet theſe prophecies, notwith-- 
ſtanding ſeeming and apparent improbabi- 
lities and difficulties, were all literally and 
truly fulfilled and accompliſhed. - And did 
not the Redeemer of the world alſo foretel 
his own death and reſurrection, and the 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon his apo- 
Mes? As to the former, «© Deſtroy this tem- 
e ple, and in three days J will raiſe it up.“ 
Again; No other ſign ſhall be given unto 
< this evil and adulterous generation, than 
<<" the fign of the prophet Jonas; for as Jo- 
<< nas was three days and three nights in 
*© the whale's belly, ſo ſhall alſo the Son of 
man be three days and three nights in 

Shes « the 
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«© the dof the earth.” And it is very 
plain, from ſubſequent events, that the 


Jews were well acquainted with. this pre- 


diction. This is clear from the reaſon of- 
fered the Roman governor, to ſtation and 
appoint a guard to watch the body of Je- 
ſus: the Jews made the prophecy of our 
Saviour an argumen and motive to obtain 
their requeſt ; ſaying, ** Sir, we remember 
t that that deceiver ſaid; while he was yet 
e alive, after three days I will riſe again,” 


power of God and the truth of divine pro- 
phecy? The watch, the ſtone, the ſeal were 
all precautions idle and ineffectual, and ab- 
ſolutely incapable of leſſening and impugn- 


ing either the credit of the prophet, or the 
veracity of the prediction. After three days 
the true Meſſiah, as he foretold,. burſt the 
barriers of the tomb, overcame the power 
of death and the grave, and gloriouſly:and 


triumphantly roſe again from the dead. 
And as to the deſcent of the Holy Spirit; 
the Meſſiah, it muſt be obſerved, had ex- 


ur and repeatedly declared, or rather 
propheſied 
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propheſied: to his difoiples, that if he heat 
away, he would fend to them the Holy 
Gheſt the comforter. And who is igno- 
rant how remarkably this prediction was 
verified and accompliſhed on the day of 
Pentecoſt? When the Spirit of God mira- 
culouſly deſcended on them, endowed them 
with the ſpirit of wiſdom and knowledge, 
with the gift of languages, and enabled 
them to preach the everlaſting goſpel in 
truth and purity, with zeal, and courage, 
and ſucceſs. And may we not add, that 
the continuance of the Chriſtian church to 
this day, is a completion of the Meſſiah's 
prophecy. Lo! (faith he) I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.“ 
And again; Thou art Peter, and upon 
* this rock I will build my church, and 
« the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it. And, bleſſed be God, though the 
Chriſtian church has been attacked by all 
inſidious arts, wounded by treachery, and 
perſecuted with implacable rage and vio- 
lence, yet through the favour of divine 
providence, . ſhe ſtill exiſts a memorial of 
God's 
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8 God's mercy and divine prediction, and a 
11 ĩneſtimable and moſt glorious. bleſſing #6 
"8 mankind. There can now remain not the 
leaft ſhadow of doubt, but that Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Meſſiah was a true and divine pro- 
phet. But we cannot cloſe this firſt heal 
of diſcourſe, W mentioning that moſt 
famous prophecy of our Saviour, concern- 
ing the ſiege and deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
Whoever reads St. Matthew's account, cams 
pared with that of the Jewith hiſtorian Jo- 
ſephus, will be moſt effectually convinced, 
that the bleſſed Jeſus was a true prophet; 
for upon comparing the events with the 
prophecy, it will be found that they har- 
monize and coincide with each other; that 
they ſurpriſingly agree and correſpond in 
every inſtance (a), and even in the moſt 
minute articles ; the circumſtances of both 
confirming and corroborating each other; 
the beſiegers accompliſhing every prediction 
of our Lord, in the cburſe of that tremen- 
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(a) This obſervation is as old as Euſebius, »whe 
mentions it in his Eceleſ. Hiſt. I. 3. c. 7. 
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dous work, until they"left"-not not one ſtone 
upon another- And, in ſhort, to finiſh 
this head, according to our Saviour's pro- 
phecy, the temple of Jeruſalem has never 
been rebullt, The emperot Julian the a - 
poſtate, a oruel and vehement oppoſer of 
the goſpel, and the moſt artful and ſubtle 
enemy to the Chriſtian religion, did indeed, 
from motives: hafe and infidious, endeavour 
to rebuild the ſolemn, yenerable place; and 
by ſo doing, to prove Chriſt to be a falſe 
prophet, and Chriſtianity of courſe an im- 
poſture and deceit. But all his attempts 
were vain, and fruitleſa, and. yen mitacu- 
louſly defeated... For: catthquakes-and balls 
of fire overthrew the building and con- 
fond We workmen, (9), Thus Wen in 


"hy Aer HP ul 1 —5 k +17 Hicrolo. 
lymam dümptibus immodicis inſtaurare cogitabat; ne- 
gotiumque matutandum Alypio "dederat Antibehenſi, 
cum itaque rei idem fortiter inſtarot Alypius, juvaret- 
E provinciæ rector, metuendi globi flammarum prope 

ndamenta crebrig afſultibus. erumpentes, locum, ex- 
uſtis aliquoties operantibus, inacceſſum fecete; hocque 
modo elemento deſtinatius repellente, ceſſavit incep- 
tum. Amm. Marcellin. 1: 23. in principio. To 
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this" firſt branch! of ide prophetic” oed 

Chtiſt ſhone witk truth; digfilty and Pro⸗ 
priety. And furely every: e rea- 
ſonable man muſt confeſs; that to knorr 
the very ſeorkts of the heart, and to diſeo- 
ver what lies Hild in futurity, are pfoofs that 
the perſon ' poſieſſe of theſe aſtoniſhing 
powers and abilities, and employed” alſo in 
tlie eauſe of truth and nee. i8 4 
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II. But 1 Sauk of the prophetic 
office, was to be able, upon extraordinary 
occaſions to perform mifaculous works. And 
before the Meſſſah appeared upon earth, 
Moſes was the moſt famous for the number of 
his miracles; but che miracles - ef Moſes 
are neither comparable with thoſe of Jeſus 
for number, nor benevolence. The mitra ⸗ 
cles of Chriſt are equally grand and bene · 
ficial with thoſe of Moſes, "and much more 
numerons, and had a particular bes, 
to bleſs mankind. Fo or, during the co 

of the Meſſiah's miniſtry, it was his x 


ſtant * to go about doing good v 
© the 
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See be was eee eee 
He healed the dicks he cured. the lame, he 


caſt out devils, he railed the dead. And 


it is worthy, of obſetvatinn, that except in the 
caſe of the barten fig-tree,. and. the devils 
entering into the herd of ſwine; all the o- 
ther mighty figns, wondets, and micacles 
of the Lord Jeſus were operated and dif- 
played, in order to relieve and comfart thoſe 
who applied to-him- And 5 this was the 


general employment of, out Redeemer, no 


wonder he Wrought abundantly more mira- 
cles than Moſes and e u 
and pat. aer, un bel 
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of the gaſpel appears from thoſe miracles of 
our Lord they were not denied by the 


greatalt enemies of Chriſtianity; even che 


Jews themſelyes confeſſed the truth and no- 


W toriety of the facts; and St, Peter [boldly 


appealed to them in his diſcourſe to the 
Jewlh. wo on che day of Pentecoſt, 


E 2 when 


8 E R N. ON 111. 


When fuch numbers, by the proptiety or 
a his reaſoning on this head, were convetted 
to the faith of Chriſt. And the miraculous 
works of Chriſt were ſo many, that they 
could not avoid being generally and publicly 
known; they were fo great they could not be 
counterfeited; and were wrought in ſuch an 
open, public manner, that they cannot by 
aſcribed. to deceit and illuſion. There is 
room neither ſo much as to ſuſpect that wn 
diabolical power could do ſuch things. B 
if demons and evi ſpirits could nah 
preternatural power, Aid work miracles} yet 
their diſpoſition” would not ſuffer them tb 
perform actions of kindneſs and benevolent 
to mankind, and to favour d&@titics which 
ſubvert their ſchemes, and undermine the 
very kingdom of wickedneſs and darkneb. 
For if Satan be divided againſt himſelf, how 
can his kingdom ſtand? However all the 
miracles aſcribed, and only aſeribed tothe 
heathen, were wrought with bad views and 
purpoſes, to confirm men in the practice of 
luſt and cruelty, and to eſtabliſn idolatry: 
mk were alſo pertorines illuſively and de- 
0 ceitfully. 
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ceitfully, and for the moſt pernicious, viei- 
ous,” and diabolical purpoſes.” But the mi- 
racles of our Redeemer were wrought in 
confirmation of his being the true Meffiah, 
and that the doctrines he delivered wete 
from God. And when doctrines evidently 
tend to promote the glory of God, and the 
improvement of the morals of mankind ; 
and when miracles are appealed to as ſigns 
of their truth and divinity; it cannot be 
diſputed that the perſon who teaches ſuch 
doctrines, and works ſuch miracles, with 
ſuch moral and benevolent intentions, is the 
ſervant of the God of holineſs, and a pro- 
phet truly commiſſioned by him, to inſtruct 
and reform the world; and ſuch Jeſus the 
Meſſiah eminently was. Laſtly, to bring 
this point to a concluſion; our Saviour not 
only worked theſe miracles openly and pub- 
licly, with defigns.generous and holy, with- 
out fraud and collufion, but he alſo tranſ- 
mitted the power to others ; a circumſtance 
very particular and remarkable: for to tranſ- 
fer a miraculous power to man (as one of 
the Fathers obſeryes) and to give authority 
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and Rrength to a creature to do that which 
by divine power alone can be done, is an 
evidence of one whoOſe power preſideth over 
all things (c), and who hath all creatures at 
his beck and command. In- this reſpect 
alſo then Jeſus Chriſt ſupported the W 
9 7 cherache with e and W 


m. We now „ a 10 our -thied gens 
ral head, and to conſider the laſt part of 
the office of the prophet, which was to in- 
ſtruct mankind in their duty, in devotion | 
and piety to God, and in ie and bene. 
volence towards men. | 

Mofes v was the; . at legiſlator of he fea 
and among many other ordinances and in- 
ſtitutions poſitive and ritual, he gave ther 
alſo, by the immediate appointment of hea« 
ven, the moral law; REY is indeed in- 
(c) Trariferidere poſſe 1 hominem jus tuum; & 
quod facere ſolus poſſis: fragillifime rei done, & 


participare faciendum, ſupra omnia ſitæ eſt poteſtatis; 
continentiſque ſub ſeſe eſt rerum omnium cauſas & rat 
onum facultatumque naturas. Arnobius adv, N 


"WHY 


mutable 


SE RMON Uk 33 


mutable and of eternal force and obliga- 
tion; and which will ever be the invariable 
rule of practice, eyen under the Chtiſtian 
diſpenſation unto the end of the world. 
And all the other prophets, though not em- 
ployed in a legiſlative capacity, yet taugt 
plainly and. zealouſly the great doctrines of 
repentance and reformation: they inculcat- 
ed the great duties of purity of mind, and 
innocency of life. But nevertheleſs it muſt 
be confeſſed, that when the Son of God ap- 
peared upon earth, he found theſe practical 
doctrines weakened and corrupted by the 
traditions of the Jewiſh: elders, and their 
comments and gloſſes on them. From this 
circumſtance. it was the peculiar work of 
the Meſſiah to reduce the laws. of his hea- 
venly Father to their original ſimplicity 
and purity, and to explain their neceſſity 
and advantages. And this he accompliſh- 
_ ed, 1. By giving mankind a complete ſum- | 
mary of their duty. 2. By explicitly re- 
vealing the doctrine of future and eternal 
rewards and punichments. 3. By directing 
us more clearly to apply to the Father of 
ä E 4 mercies, 
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nxerdie, for the aſſiſtance of his bleſſed: ſpi⸗ 
rit, to enable us habitually to perform every 
facred and relative duty? And, 1. In the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation the practice of every 
virtue is commanded, and every vicious 40+ 
tion diſcountenanced and forbidden. The 
goſpel indeed is a rulę of perfect goodneſy 
and charity. The great duties of love to 
God and man are clearly ſet forth in the 
writings of the New Teſtament ; and if 
you ſpread forth, as from a root, theſe 
comprehenſive virtues into various branches, 
you will find they are all with equal plain- 
neſs delivered in the ſcriptures. Devotion 
and reverence to the ſupreme Being, through 
the Mediator are appointed; the neceſſity of 
repentance and obedience inſiſted upon; and 
juſtice and charity are urged home upon 
our practice. In ſhort, every part of our 
duty is laid down with ſuch diſtinction 
and exactneſs, that the moſt illiterate and 
ignorant may eaſily know how and in what 
manner they are to regulate: their lives and 
actions. However not to enlarge upon ſo 
trite a M ſo om and holy are the 
Chriſtian 
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ry other Odem of — abſolutely yr 
clipſed by the blaze of this evangelical 
ſummary; of religion. Would you com 
pare the glimmering of the glow-worm's 
pale and ineffectual fire, with the bright 
ſhining of the ſun? In like manner it is vain 
and idle, to compare W 
n ates oe that of — f 

nnr Sg 
2. — the Chriſtianirevelatio 
clearly and explicitly reveals the doctrine of 
future and eternal rewards” and puniſn- 
ments. This was abſolutely wanting in the 
ſyſtem of heatheniſh Ethics; and therefore 
their moſt ſerious philoſophers ſpent their 
ſtrength; and laboured in vain. A future 
and unchangeable ſtate was a myſtery un- 
known to their ſages and learned men. 
And even among the Jews, the future diſ- 
tribution of rewards and puniſhments was 
not a clear point, and was not expreſſed 
with preciſion and perſpicuity; and the 
learned, to this day, diſpute whether ſuch 
a doctrine was revealed or not. But in the 


golpel, 
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goſpel, out Saviour has removed the: cloud} 
he bas diſperſed the miſts of igborance a- 
bout this matter; and has declared in che 
moſt expreſs and, ſignificative terms, that 
God would hereafter judge the world in 
righteouſreſs, ande reward his ſincere and 
obedient e 85 u. P6niſh -the im amt 

with this rene nn ic, e 
to come, the apoſtles ſucceſsfully preached 
the great duties: of repentance, and faith in 
Jeſus the true Meſſiah; and their labouis 
were happdy crowned with converting fins 
ners from idolatry, and all manner of wick» 
ſupreme Being truly viſible. If it was not, 
how could twelve poor and unlearned fiſh- 
ermen more abundantly promote the cauſe 
of truth, virtue, and religion, than num- 
berleſs Hebrew Rabbins * Gentile OY 
ehen ine , ig eee 0 da 

And, hs The religion of Jeſus directs 
us to apply to the Father of mercies, for 
the 2 aſſiſtances of his bleſſed ſpirit, 


to 
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to enable us habitually to mri Arun 
8 2g DO ENT 0 5 5 22 


les W * Lind LG en erea- 

tures, ſubject, through the infirmities of 
their nature, to manifold errors and fail- 
ings. But our great lawgiver knew what 
was in man 5 and conſidering the frailty of 
our condition and our expoſal to daily trials 
and temptations, and as by ſympathy mov- 
ed with compaſſion” towards us; he has 
kindly ſhewn us where our great ſtrength 
lies, and in what way we may find help 
and power to perform our duty to the moſt 
High in an acceptable manner. /And'this 
the Almighty does, by enlightening” our 
underſtanding, and by purifying our affec- 
tions; by enduing us with ſuch a ſerious, 
ſober ſenſe of things, wich ſuch à found 
and exact knowledge of our duty, and 
with ſuch a clear judgment of our true and 
real happineſs, as will cauſe us (if unre- 
formed) to break off our fins by repent- 
ance, to abandon the pleaſures of them, 

which laſt but for a ſeaſon, and to perſe- 


Vere 
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vere in the praduce of every honeſt; com- 
mendable, and pious action. And it is 4 
moſt certain and indiſputable truth, that 
every ſincere Chriſtian, upon humble Tap- 
plication to the God of all grate, will find 
the Holy Spirit ever ready to ſtrengthen his 
weakneſs, to encreaſt his faith, to ſubdue 
his vices, to reſiſt temptations, and to per- 
fect holineſs in the fear of God. And for 
© our conſolation let us remember, that when 
we have cordially done our duty; God; for 
the ſake of his only-begotten Son, will ac 
cept of our ſincere, though imperfe& obe- 
dience. For though Chriſtianity is a -moſt 
pure and holy inſtitution, yet if we are prac: 
tically and habitually obedient and pious, the 
Moſt High will not be extremely rigorous to 
mark what is done amiſs, - For Chriſtianity 
will not ſuffer us to be diſcouraged: by our 
involuntary imperfections, as having an all- 
merciful Judge and Saviour ; and, upon re- 
pentance, it ſupports us, with the moſt ſo- 
lid and ſubſtantial grounds to hope for the 
favour and acceptance of the ſupreme Be- 
ing, through the merits of Jeſus our Re- 
| deemer, 
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deemer, who died for our ſins, and roſe a- 
gain for our juſtification 3 


What remains, but being convinced that - 
Jeſus is the true prophet of God ; we reve- 
rence the Chriſtian religion, read and obey the 
doctrines and inſtructions contained therein, 
and, in the moſt fervent manner, expreſs 
our gratitude for this moſt gracious and in- 
eſtimable bleſſing. For as our religion is 
divinely revealed, and we have ſuch clear 

and irrefragable proofs of its veracity ; it is 
a duty incumbent upon us to believe its 
doctrines (real, genuine, and fundamental) 
to conſider its laws, and habitually to prac- 
tiſe its precepts. Let it be our ſtudy and de- 
light to know our duty, to read and hear 
the holy ſcriptures opened and explained : 
let us endeayour to be intimately acquainted 
with the will of our great Maſter, and not 
be heedleſs, nor negligent in the practical 
diſcharge of it. This is our duty; this is 
our reaſonable ſervice; and how ſhall we eſ- 
cape condemnation, if we 'are remiſs in a 
point ſo important and neceſſary to our pre- 
ſent peace and future ſalvation ? 
SERMON 
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We now thit' all chips work ee er 


1 JS to them obo lobe. God. Ss 
I A II 5 Te, 5 Sohn 97573 Bus 
un Jewiſh ee Ms) 
ſomewhat zealous in upholding ond 


retaining certain Moſaic: "rites" and cer 


nies, Which they thought bught, upon no 
account; to be aboliſhed er ſuperſeded by 
the evangelical diſpenfation. And, av 4 con- 
fequence bf this Seal and fhperitton, they 
oppoſed the entrance and adniittanice of the 
Gentile converts into che Chiiſtian church; 
unleſs they firſt ſubmitted to elreutnri- 


ſion and by this Gbligat vy act virtually 


conformed to the law of 'Moſes; And the 
my princi; al 
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principal ſcope and 4 of st. paul in 
this epiſtle to theſe Judaizing Chriſtians, i 
to vindicate the rational and generous me- 
thod of preaching the goſpel to the Gen- 
tiles, of receiving the truly penitent and re- 
formed among them, uncircumciſed, into 
the ſociety of Chriſtians, and in leaving 
the incredulous, impenitent Jews to their 
voluntary and preſumptuous ignorance and 
hardneſs of heart: this, with anſwering ſome 
mentioned, and with. diſplaying the benefits 
and advantages of a lively and practical faith 
| in Chriſt our Redeemer, independent of, and 
unencumbered, with the poſitive or ceremo- 
nial-laws of Moſes, compoſe the ſubſtance 
of this epiſtolary addreſs to the church at 
Rome. The particular connection of the 
words of the text with St. Paul 8 main view 
and argument, is very obvious and diſcovers 
able. For, in the beginning of this a 
ter, the apoſtle; by way of digreſſion, hav- 2 
ing expatiated very largely on the ſuperio- 
rity and excellency of the Chriſtian religion 
delivering us from the. bondage of corrapti- 
E Date | Olly 
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en, (laviſh ſeats, and the guilt and punitive 
conſequences of the Jeuiſn law declares, 
% That there is no condemnation to chose 
« who are in Chiiſt Jeſus; that the ſpirit is 
« life, becauſe of rightevuſneſs ; that they 
<« had not received the ſpirir of bondage a- 
« gain to fear, but the ſpirit of adoption: 
He adds, that they were heirs of God, 
and Joint-heirs with Chtiſt.“ But to 
theſe gracious and evangelical privileges, a 
reſtrictive and ſaying clauſe is ſubjoined': 1 
«© If ſo be that we ſuffer with him, that we 
« alſo may be-glorified'together.” And St. 
Paul having mentioned à conformity to the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and intimated, that an 
expoſal to ſevere temptations. and afflitions 
would be the ſure and undoubted portion of 
the primitive profeſſors of the religion of * 
ſus; proceeds to arm his converts againſt 
the perſecutions of their enemies, and to 
inſpire them with reſolution and fortitude. 
to encounter their difficulties and trials. One 
argument he makes uſe of js very forcible 
and concluſive, drawn from the ſhort and ? 
TOY duration of temporal afflictions 
| balanced 


1 \ "I } 
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balanced With oternal dignity. and joys s 


“% The ſufferings o the preſent time (very 
1 9195 ) are not worthy to be compared with 
e the glory that ſhall be revealed. And 

2 in he words of, the text the apoſtle affords: 
us. a very good - reaſon. patiently to endure 
the circumſtancas of e eee * Alt 
things wall work temmhar far good 10 
« them vrho love Gad; i. e. all our trials 
and ſufferin „with every ſpecies of- afflie- 
tion and: perſecution, ſhall graciouſly concu 
and, co- operate toi the real and ſolid e 
tage 9 Among e Ohticians 
The carly 5 to the Agen al Jer 
ſus, had no objeRions, to the. coraforts. of 
faith, and the many other glorious privi- 
leges and benefits of the goſpel ; as the par- 
don of their paſt ſins, and acceptance with 
God the Father, through the: mediation of 
Chriſt; peace of mind they; embraced with 
joy, and a grand and exaltedhope of immortal 
life and glory: theſe conſolatory and reviving 


bleſſings were truly acceptable and! agreeans 
ble; but the croſs of Chriſt proved often to 
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the nen add warring; 4 tock of E. | 
fene; they diſreliſned corithrnely and vie” 
lence, and eould-ni6t conceive how: all things 
ſhould work together for good. However 
to carry the matter ſtill further, though by 
the words ““ alfthings,” ſorrows and troubles 
in mort of every kind were originally" in- 
cluded and eomprized, and, by the apoſkle, 
were prineipally intended; yet as external 
proſperity” (4 caſe very uneommon among 
the primitive Chriſtiants) is deluſive and dan· 
gerous; in our farther reflections upon me 
ſubjecr we ſhall beg leave to Enfarge its fig-' 
nification, and to treat of it in a more ex- 
tenſive manner, and apply the words . afl 
« things” to our fair and proſperous circum- 
ſtances, as well as to thoſe which are calarfis* 
tous and ſevere. For notwithſtanding we Later 
Chriſtians Ive in- a land of Hberty, where” 
religion and virtue are encouraged, and 
ſupported by the laws of our conntry;/ where 
perſecution on the account of conſcience, is 
ſtriy diſeountenanced and prohibited; and 
where the practice of moral and facred 
duties Is — and honourably rendered | 
F 2 amiable 
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amiable and engaging by royal example itſelf; 
yet the faireſt path may be attended with 
accidental danger; and though bodily health 
and ſucceſs, with plenty and riches, when 
properly. and, rel ligioſly improved, are inva- 
luable bleſſings; yet they are frequently ex- 
poſed to innumerable temptations; are oſten 
found very great trials of the ſtrength and 
ſincerity. of our virtue; if they unhappily 
do not (as they not ſeldom have done) de- 
baſe and corrupt the mind. Upon diſcuſ- 
ſing therefore the ſubject more copioully, 
we ſhall be abundantly convinced that both 
fickneſs and health, and in one word, prof 
perity and adverſity of whatever ſpecies” or 
degree, will, effectually and neceſſarily, tend 
to promote and eſtabliſh the real and eternal 
good of all thoſe who habitually endeavour 
to love God and N his commandment 5 | 


But what is it to“ love God 7 This is 
a queſtion of great moment in the diſquiſi- 
tion. of the preſent. debate. The love of 
God is moſt undoubtedly an active and en- 
nn principle, tendin g to promote re- 
verence 
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vrrence and obetdierice to the divine Janis, 
and zeal and affection in the cauſe of true 
religion and virtue. It ſprings from a due 
ſenſe and conviction of the infinite perfec- 
tions of the deity, and his tender regard for 
us men and our ſalvation diſplayed in his 
moral attributes, in the works of creation, 

the ſuperintendency of his providence, and 
the wonders of redeeming love. For is not 
his power grand and magnificent? Is not 
his holineſs unſpotted, his juſtice equal and 
impartial ? Is not the benevolence of the ſu- 
preme Being general and diffuſive? And is 
not his goodneſs and power (if we may ſo 
ſpeak) directed by omniſcience and uner- 
ring wiſdom? And will not theſe attributes 
and perfections create in us a veneration 
and reſpect towards the glorious author of 
our exiſtence? Will not theſe moral beau- 
ties and excellencies in the divine and eter- 
nal mind ſtrike us with admiration, and 
diſpoſe us to render our hearts and lives an 
holy and acceptable offering to that God 
who is worthy of our moſt ardent love and 
rational eſteem? Certainly when thus'cor- 
| F i3 dially 
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dially and rationally animated with Wee les 
of God, and influenced by ſuch a divine 
and noble principle, we ſhall get looſe from 
all mean and ſenſual purſuits 3- we ſhall ei- 
cape the; entanglements of vice and folly, 
ſet our affections on things above, and 
conſcientiouſſy en nt 1 ne our 
_; 1 
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. our 
duty, we muſt examine into the fincerity 
of our profeſſed adoration and love of the 
deity. For this is the love of God, tut 
we keep his commandments. Our 'obedi- 
ence, impartial and univerſal to all the d 
vine laws, is therefore the teſt and ſtandad 
of our pretenſions to this neceſſary and fun- 
damental part of devotion and practical p- 
ety; ſo that by a fair review of our moi 
and religious conduct, we may form a.clear 
and ſound judgment. of our love to G66. 
Do we delight in the ways of the Lord? 
Are we fincerely diſpoſed, through'the me- 
diation of Jeſus, to: worſhip the fupreme 
— in ſpirit and in truth? Do we con- 
template 
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of grace, whether in public or private? Db 
we habftually attend his altar, his church, 
and ordinances? Are bur actions individu- 
ally and ſoeially oohHdered, founded upon 


generous and honeſt principles? Are they 


% af. add. A2 $28. XS 


they direQed-by-benevolence and truth? If 
we can anſwer theſe queſtions in the 4ffir- 
mative; we certainly love the Lord our God. 


ſincete Chriſtians z' that dur faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Redeemer is lively and operative; 
and that we are endowed” with power From = 
on high, even with" the aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, to act 4s: the obedient children 
of God, atmidſt a variety of temptations and 
ſnares, either to obſtruct us in the paths of 
duty, or to ſeduct ds ints vicious and de- 
ſtructive 6otrſcs. And it is impoffible to 
act with ſuch Umförnmty of religious be- 
baviour, Without a "principle: of divine love 
ane into the fol. Thoſe influenced 
F 4 * 


duties and privileges of Chriſtianity? Are 
we conſtant in our ſupplications to the tone 


evenly regulated by Juſtice and honcur? Are 


For theſe are indubitable proofs that we are 
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with baſe and ungenerous motives; with in- 


—— betray their want 
of true regard and affection for the cauſe af 
religion and virtue, by a partial and contra 
dictory conduct. But divine love enables 


us regularly and ſteadily to adore and, obey 
the Lord our God, and to abſtain from all 


. manner of evil, and to cleave. and adhere 


with conſtancy and perſeverance to that 


which is good. And if we do not at leaſt 


cardially endeavour, in this holy and prac· 
tical manner, to be animated and inſpired 


with love of the deity, however warm, rap» 


turous, and paſſionate. our apparent deyg» | 
tions, however ſevere our external mortificas 
tions, however ſolemnly and ſpeciouſly ſome 
of our religious actions may be conducted, 
we are only acting a part; it is all grimacs 
or affectation ; it is nothing but deluſion ot 


Hypocriſy, For the love af God does not 


conſiſt in idle raptures, or external pomp 
and ſhew, but in a rational. conviction of 


the infinite and adorable perfections of the 


ſupreme Being, in devout meditations on all 
N eſtimable 
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eſtimable bleſſing the redemption of the 
world through Jeſus Chriſt, and in an ha- 
bitual, practical obedience to all the divine 
laws and commandments. This is the love 

of God, and whoever is armed with theſe 
ſacred weapons will undoubtedly overcome 
all his ſpiritual enemies and conquer the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil; and will 
univetſally evidence his love and eſteem for 
ſacred and moral duties, by a punctual and 
| univerſal obedience to the precepts- of re- 


But we now proceed to explain how and 
in what manner all things work _ 
for goed A PU STING 
ot 

And to ns; head is "wb 8 
we muſt not contract our ideas of happineſs, 
and circumſcribe them within the narrow 
limits of terreſtrial pleaſures: we muſt draw 
aſide the veil and enlarge the- proſpect, and 
look to future and eternal joys. In our en- 
quiries after true and real felicity, we muſt 
confider that we are immortal ſpirits ; that 

when 
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when this fhort and tranſitory life is ended; 
we ſhall enter upon an enchangrable Kats, | 
chere no period will be aſlighed" or fixed 
to the eternal duration of our Happinels'6r 
miſety. This world; in point ef time, is 
but as a moment in'compatiſon'of eternity; 
eternal joys and eternal \Happitiels afe only 
proper to be diſtinguiſhed with the \appelli 

tion of good; and therefore in our purſuits 

after it, temporal pleaſures and ſenſual gra- 
tifications are fot at all to be eſteemed, of 
at leaſt in a very ſubordinate degree, ony 

they tend to advance our immortal, never- 

ending happineſs and joy. If a man there= | 
fore loves God by a practical obedience t 

his laws, be ſhall, by petſeverance-in well 
doing, obtain peace and ſatisfaction here, 
and eternal life and glory heteafter 5 the 
great good, the very height and ſummit of 
dur moſt ardent wiſhes and expectations 
All things ſhall promote. this great work, 
and conſpire to make the children "of Wel 
ene ane 472 Se e PINTO OR 
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And perhaps proſperity” and * ſenſual 
pleaſures are circumſtances as trying as 
any in our Chriſtiari warfare, and ſerve 
to explore and refine our virtues and in- 
tegrity of mind. A Nate of caſe and af- 
| fluence has an almoſt natural tendency to 


enfeeble and enervate che intellectual abi- 


lities, to cramp and defeat the moſt rational 
views and deſigns, and to diſſolve the proſ- 
perous in ſoftneſs and exceſs, But neverthe- 


| leſs, bleſſed be God; goodneſs and greatiieſs 


may be united; and when proſperity and 
virtue are happily blended together, what a 
glorious character is formed, what a ſhinjng 
example is exhibited by every reſpective, 
pious, and wealthy perſon. Their abun- 


dance and affluence, tempered and mixed 


with reverence to the ſupreme Being, and 
benevolence and charity to their fellow-crea- 
tures, are promotive of bleſſings the moſt glori- 


ous and invaluable. They are eyes to the blind, 


and feet to the lame; they by their prudent 
and well-timed benefactions adminiſter ſuc- 
cour to the diſtreſſed, relief and medicines 
to the ſick, and ſuſtenance to the poor; the 
orphans 
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A are generouſly ſupported ; and through 
_ their chriſtian humanity and piety the hearts 


of the widows and fatherleſs fing for joy. 
Countenanced too by their example and lau- 
dable efforts, virtue flouriſhes, and vice and 
immorality are ſuppreſſed. In ſhort, great 
. and good perſons are an honour to the hu- 
man nature, and an ornament and moſt va- 
huable blefling to. ſociety ; and riches and 
proſperity thus uſed and employed, are cir- 
cumſtances which will neceſſarily redound 


do our F bt and future Senne, 


And as to E80 aalen are very, 
frequently ſent to exercife our patience, to 
prove our ſubmiſſion to the divine will, to. 

wean and detach us from the world, and 
perhaps by humbling and refining our ſenti- 
ments and affections to prepare us for a haps 
py change of circumſtances : however, at 
all events, to qualify us for our inheritance. ; 
with the ſaints in light, where the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling, where the weary are 
at reſt, and where eternal joy and happineſs _ 


will abundantly recompenſe the obedient 
though _ 
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though afflicted ſervants of God. The pro- 

vidence of God and his wiſe diſpenſations 
are unfathomable, and by means maſt un- 
likely and contrary, effect their grand pur- 
poſes and deſigns. The moſt noxious plants 
afford medicines the moſt benign and ſalu- 
tary. And though when the air is mild, 
and the ſky calm and ſerene, it rendets eve- 
ry tribe of animals pleaſant and joyful yet 
winds and ſtorms, thunder and lightning, 
however gloomy and dreadful, are very ne- 


cellary and uſeful, For if the whole maſs. 


of air was always at reſt, and without mo- 
tion, it would ſuffocate and poiſon the world: 
but by ſtorms and tempeſts the atmoſphere 
is cleanſed and purified. And afflictions and 
eyery ſpecies of adverſity, morally conſi- 
dered, tend to ſtimulate and rouze up our 
dormant virtues; to call them forth to ac- 
tion, and afford them full play and exerciſe, 
as well as to diſperſe the noxious and im- 
moral humours of the mind, and to cleanſe 
us from all filthineſs of fleſh: and ſpirit. We 
know not how much profit and advantage 
we may reap from being trained up in the 
ſchool 
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of adverſity. When Joſeph was caſt into 
the pit, and ſold to be a bond - ſervant, who" 
ſhould ever have conceived or penetrated! 


into the wiſdom and | goodneſs of provis! 


dence in a tranſaction {upon à curſory view 
ſo apparently grievous and unfortunate ; aud 
yet eventually ſo. proſperous! and honours: 


able? For this very Joſeph; by a ſeries of 
wonderful events, was exalted to the higli- 
eſt pitch of grandeur and felicity any ſub- 
ject could arrive at, and was the happy in- 
ſtrument of ſaving his family and country” 
from famine: and deſtruction. But to con- 
ſider the ſubject independently of ſublunary 


connections; adverſity of hat leind ſoever, 


religiouſly and properly fuſtained- and im- 


proved, may bo very uſeful to thoſe 1 
bouring under its weight and ' preſſure” 


Thus our unhealthy moments read te us 4 


of ſickneſs ſhew. us the varſity and emptineſ 


of ſenſual pleaſures and earthly enjoyments, 


the inſtability and uncertainty of their dura- 


tion; and the: folly of . loving” 


the. 


very wiſe and inſtructive leſſon: the days 
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the world and the things thereof. In thels: 
melancholy hayrs, there is oom to recolleq 

ourſelves. to teſſect on dur paſt conduct, ito, 
form holy reſolutions of amending hat ia. 
amiſs, and of laying a plan for a devout im- 
provement of our futute recovery, by we 
moſt victuous and citeumſpect conduct. 
Thus alſo our loſs of friend, our poverty, 
diſtreſſes, and other afflactions, may enable 


of grace, by abandoning the paths: of inat- 
tention, negligenee, and all. and by puck: 
ſuing our duty; with care and ſteadineſs. For: 
though the ways of provilence: ate frequents: 
ly dark and. intricate, and chat the Father: 
of mercies does, we knom nat how, vrt. 
we ſhall, know hereafter, in the grand andi 
tremendous day: of judgment. Our preſents 
difficulties; in judging on eenning the mencye 


us to gain the four of God, and the richaa 


and rectituda of ſevere: diſpaniations will bo 


totally diſperſed: and the cloud of error 
and uncertainty: thus removed, we ſhalh ba 


enabled to ſee clearly that che ways of thin 
Lord are true and tighiteaus altogether z 
that out troubles. and-advenſities. were: ſent / 


for 
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for wiſe and gracious purpoſes, and inflicted; 
upon mankind with reaſon and juſtice, a8 
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voured to evince and ſhew, that the provi-- 
dences of the Lord are all ultimately 'cal- 


culated to promote our moral and real good: 
this is their principal aim and deſign 5 and 


if we are careful to improve them in a 


uſeful and religious manner, they will in- 


fallibly be attended with conſequences tlie 


But it muſt be 


moſt agreeable and happy. 


faithfully remembered, that the event de- 


pends entirely upon our own conduct and 


nours will prove ſnares, and entice and al- 
lure us to folly and perditlon: : without this, 


afflictions and troubles will only harden the 

heart, and prove the beginning of ſorrows, 
which (without true repentance) will never 
5 end. 


behaviour. Except we love the Lord our 
God, we have no kind of authority to ex- 


pect the divine bleſſing either in proſperity 
or adverſity; without this, riches and ho- 
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end. Let us: therefore, as we eſteem and 
value our well- Ring | in this world, as well 
as our felicity in the next, wiſely and dili- 
gently improve every diſpenſation, of provi- 
dence, with which we may, for the moſt 
benevolent ends and Purpoſes, 'be tried and 
exerciſed. The trial may be ſevere ; ;. but as 
gold and ſilver are purified in the fire, and | 
freed from. every baſer alloy and mixture: 
in like manner our temptations excited by 
proſperous or adverſe events in life, will ef 
fectually purge us from all our vicious cor- 
ruptions and defilements, and entirely re- 
new and fanctify us in the ſpirit of * 
minds: if (as 1 before obſerved) they ar 
received with propriety: of behaviour; 05 
as intentionally | ſent to try our virtues, faith, 
and, patience, and not to inſnare us to, per- 
petrate evil, or lead us to murmur, com- 
plain and deſpair. 


May baſs: therefore 1 are - Maag 
with the ſmiles of proſperity, piouſiy obey 
the generous intention of their great and 
good benefactor; may they uſe the favours 
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the cauſe of truth, the practice of virtue, 
and the exerciſe of every good work; may 
| they let their light (of charity and univer- 
fil goodnefs) ſo ſhine before men, that they 
may ſee their good works, and 1 wy 


abs; - * n | 
L 4 N 0 
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| 


of e with ſo much wiſdom and be- 


| neficence, as to make themſelves friends of | 
the mammon of unri ighteouſneſs ; may they 
. delight i in exercifing every friendly, humane, 


and benevolent action; may they encourage 


F ather which i is in heaven. 


reap much conſolation from their preſent 
troubles and afflictions. May they imme- 


diately perceive and underſtand the kind 


and merciful defigns of their afflitive dif- 
penſations : may they recolle& that the per- 


miffive providence of heaven prudently fut- 
fers theſe exerciſes of their ſubmiſſion and 


reſignation to the will of the ſupreme Be- 
ing; and may they be fully perfuaded of, 
and with pleaſure acquieſce in, this great 


and important truth, that all things will 


work together for good to them who loye 
God. 


SERMON IV. $4 
God. May we all endeavour, through the 
grace and aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpirit, 
whether in proſperity or adverſity, to lead 
our lives with ſuch propriety in every cir- 
cumſtance and caſualty of life, that amidſt 5 
all the changes and events thereof, we 
may approve ourſelves fincere and obedient | 
children of the PRgnny> * | 
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And when | Jodie ne, be fd f | 
ariſe and gj to" my father, and will ſoy 
unto him, Father I have Anne agai 2 Sr 
ven and before thee ; and am no more wor- 
" thy to be called: thy for” {make me as one mf 
thy W {61k e %o Sul | 
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HE allen nations - paridubirty © * 
called in the compoſition of allego- 
rical diſcourſes; and frequently made choice 
of the vehicle of parable, as a mean by 
which they might more pleaſingly and effi- 
caciouſly convey” their moral and religious 
inſtructions to their ſcholars and diſciples. 
9 Even 
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able for this peculiar mode of improving 


the mind in knowledge and virtue; a cuſ- 
tom very happily adapted to work upon the 
paſione and "withytenglerngfs and elegance 
to expoſe folly and vice, and ſucceſsfully: to 
engage and allure mankind to the practice 
of whatever is comme nd ble and of good 
report. It muſt moreover be confeſſed, that 
this perſuaſive method of teaching is not 


= \ * i 
\ 
| 


Even to this day the orientaliſts are remark- 


enly xgrecable and improuing, but alſd gtand 


and ſublime; and in which che alle goriſt i 
furniſhed with opportunity of diſplaying the 
fertility of his genius, and the ſtrength and 


purity of his judgment; making the power 
and force of his imagination ſubſervient to 
the moral and ſentimental part of his alle- 
gorical diſcourſe; whoſe baſis and founda- 
tion muſt ever bo laid on the principles oi 
geodneſs and merey. And ſuch mypral apo- 
logues or fables are maſt caſily committed 
to the memory they ſtrike the fancy, and 


exerciſe out rational faculties to develop and 
obtain their ſenſe and meaning 3 and conſe- 


quently ate more tenaciouſly remembered 


and 
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and retained. Upon all theſe accounts, as 
the uſe of allegories as remarkably pre- 
valent among the Jews, and the familiar me- 
thod of inſtruction in thoſe parts of the earth; 


our great Redeemer: very prudently availed 


himſelf of the dpprobation ard attachment 
of the Jews to this mode and manner of in- 
ſtruction, to acquaint them with the inter- 
eſting doctrines and precepts of his goſpel. 
And conſidering the rough and untractable 
genius and diſpoſition of the Hebrew peo- 
ple; a more pertinent and ſucceſaful way of 
been found out or embraced. Their laws 
and ordinances were ſevere, their rites and 
ceremonies numerous and burthenſome, and 
the whole Moſaic diſpenſation rigorous and 
unpleaſing: Jeſus therefore ſpoke in para- 


bles, that in the moſt mild and tender man- 


ner he night ſoften the rugged and boiſ- 
terous temper of the Jews; repfove and 
cenſure their idle and pernicious cuſtoms 
and traditions; and at the ſame time teach 
the moſt grand and ſublime leſſons of fin- 
cere piety. to God, and humanity to their 
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bleſſed Lord, there is none conveyed down 


perſon in his particular genius and temper 
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fellow · creatures. And mbbaglitha: Ga 
uſeful and important parables uttered by our 


to us more eloquent and inſtructive than this 


under our preſent attention. The ſubject 
of the Prodigal Son is inimitable; whethet 
conſidered as to its characters, particular 


ſentiments, or univerſal ſcope and deſignu- 
The characters of the apologue are diſtinct, 


and ſupported e with wonderful beauty and 


propriety of ſentiment and conduct. Each 


is ſtrongly marked and diſtinguiſhed; and 
the whole parable, it muſt be allowed, is 
finiſned very nobly and pathetically.--: But 


this will more conſpicuouſly appear, if we 


firſt review the purport of the parable itſelf, 
noting its drift and tenour ; 3 and, ſecondly; | 
_ its true and real e 44 A * 


al The © es of our baer ITE 
ing this parabolical diſcourſe, we may col- 
lect from the two firſt-verſes of this chapter. 
«© Then drew near unto him all the the 


80 publicans and ſinners to hear him; and 
| « the 
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« the Scribes and Phariſces murmured, ſays 
« ing, this man receiveth ſinners and eat- 

« eth with them. Here we perceive that 
the converſition of 6ur Redeemer with ſome 
wicked perſons, offended the proud and 
ſelf· conceited Jews who (not attending to 
the impreſſions / of humanity, nor to the 
great advantages and bleſfings reſulting to 
mankind by reforming their morals, and 
gaining them over to à life of virtue) de- 
fpiſed and reproached both our bleſſed Lord, 
and thoſe whoſe manners he was 3 
vouring to correct and amend. It is 5 
the PR (4) ang" finriers/ in ae 
2 * As Casa s were 


nne 130: on Ns s 

(a) Duo eo tempore erant hominum genera, qui 
publicanorum nomine appellabantur. Alii erant dig- 
nitate conſpicui, ii ſcilicet, qui vectigalia certa argenti 
ſumma redemerant. Hi vero non per ſe portoria exi- 
gebant, {pd per alios; ſervos, libertos, aut vitioſoris ſor- 
tis homines, qui & ipſi hoc nomine veniebant. Atque 
hujus generis ſunt publicani,, qui in hiſtoria evange- 
lica memorantur... Iſtis autem Judei maximopere in- 
feſti erant ; tum quod libertati ſuæ fraudi eſſe videren- 
tur; tum quia plus, æquo (vid. Luc. iii. 13.) exigere 


ſolebant. Hine et apud Hebræos æque ac Gentiles, 
iſta 
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Scribes, and Phariſees gave them up as loſt 
and abandoned; and would not by reproof 
nor adyice lend them any aſſiſtance to re- 


ſtrain them from their evil courſes, and 
convert them from the error of their ways. 


The publicans were thoſe who collected the 
aſſeſſments or taxes, exacted from the peg» 


ple of Judea; by the Roman governors z Ju- 


dea, at this time, being tributary to Rome. 


The taxes were chiefly gathered by the Jews; 


infamous and diſgraceful, and was ſeldom 


accepted by any perſon of character and 


reputation (3). The ſinners were a ſet of 


| 11 de ipſis en Sal, quæ Knie ends 
moribus exiſtimatum produnt. Wolf. in Se. n 


c. 10. 


(5) Quot publicani, oe ide: was 2 wed 


faying ; however ſome of the publicans were honeſt 
men. Dr. Fortin, in his excellent diſeourſes on the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion (by way of note) has 
felected the Father of the Emperor Veſpaſian. And 

| -- 


extant 
of a reprobate life and converſation, andiſo 
vicious and prophane, that the inhumane 


but the employment itſelf was accounted 


| 
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men, vulgarly called Gentiles, with whom 
the Jews held it utterly unlawful and abo · 


minable to have any intercourſe or corref- 


pondence. Or it-may'be- conjectured, the 


ſinners were excommunicated perſons; and 


our Saviour's converſation with them muſt 


ſince no member of the Jewiſh church was 


neither to converſe, nor to hive any ſociety, 


with the excommunicated, nor to ſtand nearer 
than within four cubits of their perſons (c). 
Theſe men, though notoriouſſy vicious and 
contemned, our Saviour choſe occaſionally 
to reprove- and inſtruct; herein acting the 
part of an able and ſkilful phyſician, oſe 
province it is to attend the fick and diſeaſed, 


and 


ſome of the publicans in Judea were men not only of 
ſubſtance but n as Levis or Matthew, and Zac- 
cheus. 

(e) The firſt "apy of excommunication among the 
Jews, was, what is called in the New Teſtament, a 
caſting out of the ſynagogue ;- and ſignifies a ſeparation 
from all commerce or ſociety, either with man or wo- 
man, for the diſtance (they ſay) of four cubits ; alſo 
from eating or drinking with 17 See Origines Heb. 
by Lewis. 


appear very -particular and extrao di, ary, 


ö 
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and by proper remedies and preſcriptions; 
from a ſtate” of danger and diſtreſs to re- 
duce them to health and vigor. The Jews; 
it 1s true, thought this conduct wrong; but 
the great and important buſineſs of the Meſ- 
ſiah was to call ſinners to repentance.” And 
indeed the end and deſign of this excellent 
parable, was originally 9 remove the pre- 
judices: of the Jews; to enlarge their ſcanty 
and narrow ideas of humanity and charity; 
and to ſhew that our Father which is in 
heaven is rich in grace and goodneſs to all 
thoſe who call upon him, whether Jews or 
Greeks, bond or free. The Phariſees, and 
in fact the whole Jewiſh nation, were dex 
fective in the generous and uſeful duties of 
candor, pity, and benevolence; and how . 
tenderly and ſucceſsfully is this capital fault 
and error correQed in this parable? And. It 
is not to be doubted, that ſome of the Jews 
(who had ears to hear, and hearts to under- 
ſtand) ſaw the abſurdity and uncharitable- 
neſs of their paſt behaviour. Senſible of 
their former incompaſſion and inhumanity, 
how. criminal- muſt. they have appeared in 
tnheir 
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their owh eyes, in not extending their friend- 
ly and religious regards towards their bre- 
thren, who though implunged in wicked- 

| neſs and vice, yet were real objects of the 

divine compaſſion. ang forbearance ! | 


And the parable was alſo written for our 
inſtruction ; ſince the goodneſs of the ſu- 
preme Being is invariably and eternally the 
fame ; and fince mankind ſtill have their 
ſnare of natural infirmities and 'prejudices 
with thoſe in former ages; there is: ſtill a 
neceſſity for the work of reformation, for 
the exerciſe of the more generous virtues, 
candour, benevolence, and charity, and for 

the mercy of God to fave thoſe who repent 
and believe the goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus our 
Saviour. And this view of the parable is 
very extenſive, and reaches to penitent fin- 
ners in every place and in every age. Every 
repenting prodigal, it aſſures us, (weary and 
heavy laden with the guilt and burthen of 
his ſins) may find mercy and pardon upon 
the conditions of the goſpel-covenant. Hav 
| | Tow em» <þ 
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ing thus treated on the core and wen 6 

5 the W 95 5 i eri 

II. 15 the 15880 ores ene (with | 

the divine aſſiſtance) the more "intereſting | 

parts of the parable itſelf, and make rt ; 

r obſervations on Gam: * 12) "© LEY 

YN 23232 „ | 
; A certain man had two fons.* -'Thi 

| firſt character here introduced, is that of 4 | 

l moſt tender and affeQionate parent, of 4 

11 mild and amiable” temper, indulgent to his | 

{i children, excufing their foibles and pardotis 


ing their errors and faults. The two ſon 
are of different characters, contradiſtinguiſhs 
ed by their purſuits and manners. "The'elds 
eſt ſon is repreſented as very dutiful aid 
obedient, fond of home and of his father's 
houſe; very regular and religious in hit 
conduct and manners. And yet as the beſt 
of men are not exempted from foibles and 
infirmities, this pleaſing character is ſhaded 
and darkened with ſome circurnſtances vety 
blameable and criminal; for with his lau- 
dable qualities we ſhall find, unhappily mix- 

| ed 
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ed and compounded, A proud and cellöri⸗ 
ous ſpirit. He adorned himſelf, ir is true, 
with the external modes and trappings of 
religion; but theſe fair and ſpecious ap- 
pearances were tinctured with ſpiritual pride, 
leavened with malice, and vitiated and ren- 
dered leſs acceptable by an envious 'malig- 


nity of heart, The prodigal, or younger | 


ſon, is painted very finely ; but his temper 
and behaviour are drawn in direct contraſt 
or oppoſition to that of his brother. Im- 
patient of conſtraint, and undutiful, he 
ſpends his early years in luxury and extra- 
vagance; but affliction and adverſity reclaim 
the inconſiderate and immoral ſon; teach 
him to reflect and amend, and reſtore him 
to the pardon and thy: arms of his 182 
father. 6 


Under the character i 0 the father, our 
Lord Jeſus repreſents to us our heavenly Fa- 
ther, the Father of the families of heaven 
and earth; who hath created all mank nd, 
and regards the whole human race as his 
children. By the eldeſt ſon is here meant 

the 
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the Jewiſh Ro and nation. For the fu. 
preme Being was, graciouſly pleaſed. to dif- 
tinguiſh and dignify ti the Hebrew people with 
many invaluable privileges and bleſſings, and 
among others gave to tlie ſeed of Abraham 
the primogeniture; ; for thus ſaith the Lord, 
(Exod. iv. 22.) © Irael | is my ſon, my firſt 
'< born,” But although the primary ſenſe 
and explication of the character of the 
eldeſt ſon affects the Jews ; yet it moreover 
livelily deſcribes, in a very, maſterly man- 
ner, the mind and temper of ſome cenſo- 
rious and uncandid Chriſtians; whoſe mo- 
ral ſtrictneſs and religious obſervance of 
poſitive duties, puff them up with pride, 
and inflate them with vanity; $:: While they 
are forgetful of the more valuable mo- 
ral virtues, humility, and the love. of 
God and man. The younger ſon deline- 
ates the diſpofition and circumſtances zof 
the Gentile world, who, by idolatry, ſu- 
perſtition, and prophaneneſs, had | eſtranged 
themſelves from their heavenly F ather, and 
voluntarily implunged themſelves in. the 


depth of ignorance and wickedneſs. In a 
: more 
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we are moſe particularly concerned) the pro- 


digal is a true picture of every vicious per- 
ſon, ho abandons hindelf to live riotouſſy, 


and to act prophanely. And the conſe- 
quences and progreſs of wickedneſs in the 


neated and laid open. Hiw-3+ Bas o Sin 
NWA bad Hubttos 1801 19 £1 750 1810 
To proceed to the expoſition of the pa- 
in, enen 319112 10 299800 97/35 a Ir 
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And the ꝓounger of them ſaid to hie 
father, Father give me the portion 

b N *,of goads. that falleth to me; 2 

** divided unto them is living.” 
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The younger ſon impatient of,confinement 
and reſtraint, and eager to poſſeis freedom 
and liberty, entreats his father to indulge 
him with the dividend and management af 
his own fortgne which accordingly is n 
ang te yon gil off mg 2-9 
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more general ſenſe, (and indeed with which 


ſubſequent ,deſctiption,!are: gradually deli- 5 
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the dictates of reaſon, and 


ſelves by degrees of the knowledge of the 


bring the matter nearer our '0wn\hearts und 
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8 And not wary days aſter, the younger 
: © ſon gathered all together, and took 
1 his journey into a far country, and 
there waſted bis ne, in” riots 
{99 on ng" VN oo Px: oath 
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bee this with ot: the Gen- 
tile world, and it will afford 'a faithful re- 
pteſentation of their conduct. Led away 


by pride and luxury, they claimed the bene- 
fit and advantages of their nature, ration 


and ſenſitive; but deviating from the paths 


of true wiſdom and virtue, they corrupted 


d -induſget to ex- 
ceſs their animal gratifications· Thus they 


obſcured: the light of nature, deprived them- 


one true God, and degenerated into "the 
moſt idolatrous and vicious practices, T 


conſciences; obſerve,” ho Weber Ras "the 
younger ſon obtained his requeſt, and his eG 


tate is put into his'own hands, bot imme 


diately he quits his father's houſe, travels 


into foreign climes, and there by conti- 
nued 
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ruins his fortune and character. And does 
not this remarkably expreſs. the temper and 
genius of many young : perſons of faſhion 
and family; who impatiently deſire to viſit 5 
other nations and countries, and very aften 
with the ſame unhappy: ſucceſs; not im- 
proving their minds, encreaſing their knows 
ledge, and enlarging their experience, but 
impairing their healch, debaſing their cha- 
rater and quality, and reduring thernſelves 
to difficulties and diſgrace ? And in gentrul, 
do not they who diſten to the firſt impreiſi / 
ons of evil, run extreme hazard of gradu : 
ally alienating themſelves from the obedi- 
ence of virtue and goodneſs, and making 
ſpeedy and certain progreſs to deſtructian? 
It may be ſaid, Why ure our appetites; and 
paſſions beſtowed upon us, if we may nat 
indulge and gratify them? Are not theſe 
our portion of goods entruſtæd to us ? Moſt 
certainly they are; but then they are only 
the meaner, the inferior privileges of man; 
they are the animal part of the human 
n the ſenſitive, the beſtial. They 
H 2 ä 


i | 
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are not the rational, the ſuperior advantage 

of our nature. The paſſions. therefore 
ſhould be governed and directed by ptu- 
dence and virtue, and act in ſubor dination 
to the noble pre-eminent principles of mo- 
deration, reaſon, and piety. For when we 
once bid adieu to the maxims, . precepts, 
and directions of innocence and truth, and 
ſuffer ourſelves to be toſt on the tempeſtuans 
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ocean of irregular paſſions, we then com- ill 
mit our bark to the cruel winds and mier- 
cileſs ſtorms; we are driven about at ran- | 

| dom, without any card or compaſs, amidf 
the moſt dangerous ſhelves and rocks ; and 
muſt at laſt make ſhipwreck of the | faith, 
of every good deſire, every ſocial virtue. 
Nay fo. far has prodigality and irreligion 
diſtreſſed mankind, that from a ſtate of caſe 
and affluence, they have ſuffered all the 
miſeries attending penury, and the « f 
vere * eee diſtreſs. ; k 
| 2 WY 49 1815 : 
8 And 915 bas had 5 all, a 4 
« roſe a mighty famine in the. land, f 
&« and he began 0 be in want.“ 5316] p 
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The exigency of the prodigal appears 
now very imminent, and his afflictions very 
great and manifold. Without friends, with- 
out money, in a foreign land, and in the 
day of ſcarcity and dearth; what muſt he 
do? alaſs, what can be done? The natives 
have not bread enough for their families and 
their dependents! no other means, in theſe 
melancholy circumſtances, can be ſuppoſed 
to work upon their hearts, and diſpoſe them 
to pity him, but offering his menial ſervices 
for the moſt trifling pay, and: entering into 
a ſtate of the moſt abje& and Ag ſer- 


vitude; 
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« And he went and joined himſelf to a 
citizen of that country, and he ſent 
« him into his fields to feed ſwine.” 
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Accordingly the prodigal enters into a ſer- 
vice the moſt mean and infamous. And 
indeed the circumſtance of a Jew, being 
by his folly and extravagance compelled to 
feed ſwine for a morſel of bread, is very 
pictureſque, and happily and beautifully 

| | H 3 imagined, 
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: Se A Hebrew had fwine in fath 
abhorrence, that he would not taſte, much 
leſs nouriſh and feed them; but the Jewiſh 


her, | 


' taſk, and ſubmitted to the vileſt drudgery, 
the unhappy youth fondly imagined be 
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prodigal is, through vice and luxury, ob- 
liged to de this ungrateſul taſk ; but fi. 


4 3 / 
- WR 


n oo he would fain 1500 filled his hah 
e with the huſks that the ſwine did 
« eat, but no man gave unto him. * 


8 Having eadtred upon e 


ſhould now, by condeſcending to accept of 
ſuch a low and ſervile office, have been able 
to ſatisfy the raging demands of hunger and 
thirſt; but the neceflity of the time, and 
the ſcarcity of proviſions, would not admit 
even of the ſmalleſt quantity of food ne- 
ceſſary to refreſh human kind to be given 
him. Upon this, fo urgent were the calls 
of nature to recover his health and vigout, 
or at leaſt to faſpend the total loſs of life 
and ſpirits, that he moſt ſubmiſſively deſired 
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and to be fed in a brutal manner: but 
even this favour was denied Rs no man 
gave unto _ G Eee 
We are now to conſider hop the circum- 
ſtances of the diſtreſſed prodigal tally and 
coincide with the caſe of the Gentile world, 
and vicious perſons in general, of every 
age and climate. But it is not neceſſary in 
this particular mode, or allegorical manner 
of writing, that the minute circumſtances 
in the parable ſhould be ſhewn to agree and 
correſpond with the general characters; it 
is ſufficient if the outlines and capital ſtrokes 
are expreſſive and ſtriking. Thus in the 
caſe before us;: it would be weak and futile 
to endeavour to interpret and fix a meaning 
upon every little incident expreſſed in the 
allegory ; we ſhall not therefore particu- 
larly treat the n but with * and 


at large. 


And the condition of che Gentile world, 
. and morals, is under the cha- 
H 4 racter 


164 SERMON, V. 
racter of the diſtreſſed prodigal very jullly de 
ſeribed. We have already taken notice, that 

they were ignorant and prophane. When 

our Saviour came into the world, they were 
totally ignorant of their duty to the one ſu- 
preme Being; and no ſpecies of wickedneſs 
can be named, but What they habitually 
perpetrated. By degrees they had arrived 
to the height and ſummit of impiety; were 
mete ſlaves to their ſenſual appetites and 
corrupt paſſions, and, morally conſidered; 
were in the deepeſt diftreſs. But yet even 
theſe were objects of the divine -.compaſſion 
and goodneſs ; to theſe the goſpel of our 
Redeemer was propoſed and explained; and 
as many as embraced the faith of Chriſt, 
and, by repentance, abandoned the ſuper» 
ſtition and lewd and prophane works of the 
Gentile world, found mercy, pardon, and 
ſalvation. And when vicious perſons of all 
ages, by diſtreſs and complicated afflicti- 
ons, begin to ſee the miſtakes of their for- 
mer conduct, and feel the woes and ſor- 
rows ' proceeding / therefrom; they, at this 
critical JunQure, perocive they have been 
| manacled 
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ferred the pleaſures of à brute to the glo- 
rious exerciſes of reaſon and religion. But 
there is no true and real ſatisfaction can flow 
from ſenſual pleaſures; the things of earth 
can never content the cravings of an im- 
mortal ſpirit: happineſs dwells only in the 
though we abounded in wealth, were cloth- 
ed with honours, and rioted in luxury, yet 
the famine after real happineſs, the eager 
with and defire after ſolid peace and a con- 
tented mind, would continue and encreaſe. 
But bleſſed are thoſe prodigals who feel the 
weight and burthen of their ſins; who 


groan under the intolerable load of a guilty | 


conſcience and paſt follies ; and who are in 
want of pardon, and perceive they ſtand 
highly in need of God's mercy through our 
Saviour :' theſe, we may pronounce bleſſed, 
becauſe they clearly ſee their former crimes 
and errors; they are truly convinced of the 
folly, ingratitude, and 'wickedneſs of their 
paſt conduct, and are deeply concerned and 
ſorry for their ſins. For though no man 
| | can 
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had obliterated from his mind all thoughts 


wich God; 


tedemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus, will 


fion of vice, and reſtore them to pardon and 
peace of mind; and will graciouſly give them 
ſtrength and power to break off their evil 


N * N I N Y 3 * - 4. - 7 * n - 
* 2 * OS » » : R 
= l 
- — " ” 2 
. . = 
- ” 8 
— * 
4 
9 x 1 , 
_ , * | 
* 
4 ' 
- : 1 * 
1 \ 
: i 


16 SERMON v. 


can give them happineſs, yet there is mercy 
. the r 


teleaſe them from the ſlavery and opprei- 


courſes, and to behave for the future in 
OI 1 ee ee ao : +, HR 


* 517 


* c | 


« And when he came to: himſelf a) he 
4 faid, how many hired. ſervants of 
* my father have bread enough and 
0 ſpare, and I —_ with a 


* 1 will acife and go to bp Cabins aa 
« will fay unto him, father I have an- 
<« ned againſt heaven and before thee, 
and am no more AIR cal- 
led thy __ 1 | 25a 


Hitherto 6 a * undutiſul Ga 


(4) Ut nemo in ſeſe tentat deſcendere, Perl. 


of thinking, he determines to return to his 
father and his duty; he reſolves to forſake 
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and memory of his tender and offended fa- 
ther; 


but; ready to periſh with hunger, he 
recollects the plenty he enjoyed at home, 

and envies the loweſt ſituation of the mean- 
eſt domeſtic of his parent's family. A- 
wakened therefore with a juſt and ſober way 


his vices, and implore mercy and pardon ; 
and though he could/not preſume to be re- 
inſtated in his filial honours, yet he humbly 
hoped ſubmiſſive entreaties might prevail 
upon an offended father not to exclude 
him from the moſt mean and domeſtic ſer- 
wie. 5 A 


And here we may obſerve two things; 
firſt, that vice and impiety are really an in- 
fatuation, nay, a judicial madneſs: and, ſe- 
condly, that affliction of one ſort or other, 
either ſingle or complicated, is a very com- 
mon and uſual method taken by providence 
to reclaim mankind * a courſe of fin. 


As 
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Ass to the former of theſe- aflortions he 

2 leads a vicious life is not in his righe 
mind]; he does not make a proper uſe of 
bis intellectual faculties and, powers; ! his 
reaſon is perverted, and his judgment per- 
plexed and bewildered. His notions there- 
fore of propriety of copduct are wild and 
incoherent. If the wicked man was not 
tinctured with a ſpecies of madneſs, would 
he dare to provoke, by oaths and curſes, the 
fapreme God, the ruler and governor of the 
world? Could he prepoſterouſly-miftake and 
call evil, good, and good, evil? The ideas 
of the lunatic are disjointed and i imaginary, 
and ſo are thoſe of the ſinner. He is go- 
verned by principles airy and deluſive, and 
which have no foundation in truth and rea- 
fon. If this was not the caſe, how could 
he ſuppoſe libertine indulgence and extrava- 
gance were means to gain happineſs? In 
| ſhort, his ſchemes of honour, pleaſure, and 
happineſs are the reveries of a madman; 
for inſtead of inviting to our boſoms com- 
poſure and content, vice and folly only in- 
troduce into our hearts and conſeiences, an- 


guiſh 
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guiſh and deſpair; miſery e for- 
rows. And what leſs than an infatuation 
can it be to affront the Majeſty of heaven, 
and wilfully to deſtroy and ruin the ach 
and ey our . ſouls 7 2 
«+1212 161669. ! 1151 Yu "T0, 
| ; Ani + noikiing more WP PP git cures: ati 
conquers this immoral phrenzy and mad- 
neſs than afflictive providences. Affliction 
is a gracious method uſed by the Father of 
mercies to tame the untractable offender, 
to rouze his conſcience, to awaken his dor- 
mant rational powers, and ta endow. him 
with a juſt and clear perception and jutdg- 
ment of things. In the day of diſtreſs, 
when pain torments, and Wwhen want terri- 
fies, then the ſinner rightly diſtinguiſhes 
thoſe things which make for his peace. On 
the bed of ſickneſs he ſees the world and 
worldly things in proper light and colours; 
he then clearly pereeives all terteſtrial pur- 
ſuits are vanity and vexatiomof ſpirit! What 
avail the honours of the world, and heaps | 
of gold locked up in the cheſt ? when the 
| body 


mo SERMON V. 


mind uneaſy and unquiet I and prunes her 
trembling wings to fly to the inviſible 
riots and exceſſes can remove the: diſorders 
of the body, nor lull the conſcience alleep, 
Then the. providence of the Almighty. is 
ſuffered to begin the grand work of repent · 
ance and converſion ; the ſinner comes to 
himſelf, is brought to à right mind, and 
ſubmiſſiyely implores the mercy and pardon 
of heaven. And indeed the chief end of 
fickneſs, or any other affliction, is to de- 
tach us from the things of earth, to wean 
us from the pleaſures of ſenſe, and to teach 
us to ſet our affections upon things above. 
Afflictions are undoubted marks and ſigns 
of the Almighty's fatherly care and tendet 
concern for our preſent and future happi- 
neſs. Every fon whom he lovetli he chaſ- 
teneth, and ſcourgeth every one whom he 
receiveth. Happy will it be for finners, if 
even through much tribulation they at laſt 
enter into the kingdom of God. May 


every 
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every afflicted perſon ſo devoutly uſe and 
improve the ſeverer diſpenſations of provi- 
dence, as to be enabled to ſay with the 
royal pſalmiſt, Before I was troubled, I. 
« went wrong, but now have I learned to 
« keep oy ſtatutes.” 


EIS — 
—— — — — 


F C =—_ — 
- CO — — — — 
a - — A&W. — - — 


-- - 4, — 


. £ 
' . 4; ' : 
$2 oy 1 . X 
_— s- * 1 6 
S E R M ON VI. 
' ** 0 9 
7 a * ” : * 
0 4 4 
5 k N 


LUKE xv. 17, 18, 19. 


And 1oben be came to himſelf, be ſaid I will 
ariſe and go to my father, and will ſay 
unto him, Father I have finned againſt bea- 
ven and before thee + and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy fon; make me as one 120 
thy hired Jews 


. 
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N a former diſcourſe the drift and tenor 
of this excellent (a) parable were laid 
open and explained: which were, to, re- 


move the prejudices of the Jews; to enlarge 
a 8 their 


(a) Inter omnes Chriſti parabolas hzc ſane eximia 
eſt, plena affectuum & pulcherrimis 28 coloribus. 
Grotius in v. 20. ; 
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| unlimited and unbounded, was not circum- 


of one age; but as it/confeſſedly extends its 


written for our improvement and inſtruc- 
tion. And it is to be preſumed; that à far- 


ther diſquifition of this allegory will appear 
both uſeful and important; and important 


mending and reforming our manners, and 
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their benevolence and charity ; ; and to ſhew 
that our heavenly Father was rich f in merey 
to all thoſe who called upon him, whether 
Jews or Gentiles. And this love of God 


ſcribed within the narrow ſphere or compaſs 


virtue and influence to the various nations 
under the ſun, fo it ſurrounds and embraces 
individually the whole human race, and 
will do fo until the conſummation of all 
things. The parable therefore was certainly 


and uſeful it cannot fail of proving, if it 
corrects our prejudices, enlarges our bene- 
volence, and encreaſes our charity; if it 4 
fords us the moſt grand and amiable' ideas 
of the goodneſs and mercy of the ſupreme 
Being, and inſpires us with the abhorrence 
of vice; if it ſuggeſts the neceſſity of a- 


n, 
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confirms us in the ſteady and invariable prac- 
tice of moral truth and righteouſneſs, . 4 


The three principal characters in the pa- 
rable have been already reviewed: we alſo 
have purfued the prodigal through various 
ſcenes of impatience, luxurious pleaſures and 
adverſity; and we left him wiſely improv- 
ing the ſeaſon of affliftion and diſtreſs, by 
ſeriouſly reflecting on his paſt conduct, and 
preſent misfortunes which ſo heavily de- 
jetted him, and oppreſſed his ſpirits. He is 
now come to himſelf; he is reinveſted with 
reaſon, and a ſound and judicious mind; 
he is happily recovered from. the maladies 
of vice, and reſtored to the health of vir- 
tue and religious obedience. No more in- 
fatuated and deluded with the ſpecious 
_ pleaſures of ſenſe; no more ſeduced and al- 
lured from the path of filial duty by the 
ſnares of vanity and vice; he now ſoberly 
and rationally intends and determines to re- 
turn to his father, his offended father, and 
implore mercy and pardon. Whether theſe 
reſolves were executed, and what reception 

I 2 and 
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and ſucceſs he niet with from the good old 


parent, we are now to confider. | 11,306,988 


* 


1 And he aroſe and. came to his 7 

AN ther,” | 13 
The vecdigal loft no time, made no delay 
to eſcape from his dangers and miſeries, but 
immediately ſet out, and happily arrived at 
his father's ROWE | | | 


| We es Wen find" upon examination, 
that he purſued his intentions, and with vi- 
gour and firmneſs put. his good reſolutions 
into execution ; and did not, as too many 
unhappy andafHicted perſons do, make religi- 

ous vows and determinations, and molt care- 
leſſly and inconſiderately break them. No, 

he aroſe and went to his father ; an example 

'/ worthy the imitation of every ſinner endu- 
ed with the powers of reflection and judg- 
ment. For it is the only wiſe and ſucceſs 

ful method of avoiding wrath to come, to fly 
unto the throne of grace, and to beſeech the 


God of all mercies, through the merits of 
J Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus, to pardon and forgive our in- 
gratitude and iniquities. And indeed unleſs 
we faithfully and honourably- execute what 
we intend, and ſacredly promiſe to perform, 
we are encreaſing the load and burthen of 
our ſins. For good reſolutions are no far- 
ther valuable and commendable, than as 
they are piouſly executed, and lead and 
conduce to amendment of life, and our 
growth in grace and holineſs... If they any 
ſwer this devout and laudable purpoſe; they 
will be our joy and crown of , rejoicing; 
if not, they will add to dur guilt, and ag - 
gravate our condemnation. And here it 
may not be amiſs to enquire with what ſuc- 
ceſs and exactneſs religious engagements on 
a ſick bed are preſerved. Do you not re- 
member in the day of your diſtreſs, when 
illneſs ſhook the houſe of clay, when the 
fever raged with unremitted violence, when 
you thought the ſeaſon approached when 
you expected to bid adieu to all earthly 
Joys, and to appear before the righteous 
judge of all the earth? Do you not recol - 
lect, how in the extremity of your fear and 
YM es, danger, 


; 
i ; ! 4 4 


nour and gratitude, but. alſo endangers the 
happineſs of our better part, even the ſal- 
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danger, you ſued for mercy, and pom 
to amend your ways and your doings upotj 
your recovery? Multitude of perſons, on 
whom the miniſters of the church have 
attended, according to their office and fune- 
tion, have been in this wretched and tre- 
mendous ſtate. But alaſs, how were theſfs 
pious reſolutions kept and ſupported? Haye 
they been cheriſhed and maintained- with 
punctuality and fidelity? Alaſs, it is to be 
feared, with numbers they have been impi- 


ouſly broken and violated. As the early dew 


they are diſſipated and diſperſed by the ſun- 
ſhine of health and ſtrength; they are te- 
membered no more than idle dreams and 
the converſe of the delirious. But as it i 
a circumſtance very dangerous to break ou 
reſolves in ſacred matters, as it not only 
diſcovers and betrays the weakneſs of out 
intellectual capacities, and our want of ho- 


vation of our precious and immortal ſouls; 
upon all theſe accounts we 'thould, as wiſe 
and reaſonable creatures, perform unto the 
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Lord our yows, and virtuouſly call forth in- 
to action and. es our RY meu 
and eee ene „ 5 r 


1449 8 81-35 


"* bac} he aroſe, _ contin: 3 
oe ther. But when he was yet a great 
« way off, his Father ſam him; and 
had Smpaſſion, and ran, 55 wi 
70 eee eee | 


The del had no. Cnr: N 


on his journey and arri ved near home, but 
the fond and impatient father, urged by ſfym- 
the approach of his unbeppy ſon; He knew 
life and human nature well, and having 
probably heard of his ſon's follies and 
extravagancies, he rightly judged that po- 
yerty and diſtreſs would neceſſarily compel 
him to return home. However this may 
be, whether by accident or not, no ſooner 
did the venerable parent view the ſon at a 
very great diſtance, but he made all poſſible 


haſte and expedition to receive vnd embrace 


him; which he did in the moſt tender man- 
ner, and with tears of joy. 
14 What 


120 SERMON vr. 
What a ſcene of paternal kindneſs istig 
drawn and expoſed to our view! it is a maſs 
ter- piece of the kind, excellently pourtrayed 
and diſplayed, The figure is a climax, every 
word gradually riſes in ſtrength and beauty, 
adorning/ and enobling the ſentence; How 
tender, how moving, how expreſſive the ſe- 
veral circumſtances of the interview | obſerve, 
and when he was a great way off; as ſoon 
as even he had ſet forward, and made the leaſt 
progreſs home ward: no ſooner had he aban- 
doned the houſe of famine and wretched- 
neſs, and a ſervitude moſt baſe and deſpi- 
cable, and began expeditiouſly to travel on 
towards the family: manſion, then “ his father 
ſaw him.” He eyed him from afar, andy at 
a conſiderable diſtance, beheld his returning 
his penitent ſon. But the fight of an undu- 
tiful ſon, had it not been mixed with love 
and pity, would not have been very advanta- 
geous to the intereſts of the prodigal. And 
ſoit was, for the father (it! follows) * had com- 
paſſion on him ;“ his bowels yearned over 
him; his breaſt was touched with ſenſations 
of the moſt exquiſite kindneſs and affection; 
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his whole foul was melted with the feelings 
of humanityand parental goodneſs ; and was 
overcome with "mercy, gentleneſs, and par- 
don: and yet he did not reſt in this favor- 
able diſpoſition, to forgive and receive the 
mournful, filial penitent; but out of exceſs 
of love and joy, is extremely concerned and 
ſolicitous, eager and zealous' to evidence by 
facts, his gracious and benevolent inten- 
tions; for he not only ſaw, and had com- 
paſſion, but alſo ran to receive him, to par- 
don, to bleſs and reſtore him to his favor. 
And what is more ſtrange, before the prodi- 
gal had an opportunity afforded him of hum- 
bling himſelf, and confeſſing his faults; the 
father, in a tranſport of joy, it fell on his neck, 
overwhelmed with pleaſure and delight; 
and to crown the whole, and evince the ſin- 
cerity of his pardon and reconciliation, <* he 
kiſſed him.” How tender, how beautiful tlie 
whole narrative! May it inſpire every pa- 
rent with benevolence and compaſſion, and 
teach them, and every one of us, to treat 
offenders with mildneſs and lenity; endea- 
vour to convert the vicious and ungodly, by 
methods 


122 8 ERMON VI⸗ 
methods the moſt humane and gentle. And 
how mult ſuch a {cene of tenderneſs and pity 
towards the ſeeming reprobate, and aban- 
doned ſinner, appear to the haughty and 
cenſorious Jews? Ho contrary do that ſpi- 
rit of implacability and inhumanity, Which 
they reproachfully exerciſed. towards the 
publicans and finners.? And with what live- 
lineſs, energy, and truth, does it - repreſent 
the love of God: Almighty; (through our 
| Saviour's merits) to thoſe 'trangrefibrs/'who 
ſincerely repent, Does not our father, which 
is in heaven, deſcry the ſirſt appearances of 
reformation, and the earlieſt openings of the 
ſceds. of virtue and piety in the breaſt, Jong 
chilled and damped, by the inclement and 
we leave the tents of ungodlineſs, and re- 

move from the habitations of folly and hn; 
— begin to journey onward towards the 
land of Canaan, the new Jeruſalem which 
is above, our father immediately views the 
mournful pilgrim. He approves-our pious 
reſolutions, and ſtrengthens and confirms 


our faint approaches to the practice af ober 
dience 
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dience and holineſs; pitying our weakneſs; 
and helping our -infirmities.: He not only 
views the progreſs of the moral or ſpiritual 
journey, hut views our: feebleſd advances in 
virtue with the eyes of love and mercy. He 
has compaſſion on the ſinner, and there is 
joy in heaven at his converſion. Fat ſtom 
reproaching anid upbraiding the humble and 
contrite, the ſupreme Being buries in obli- 
vion, our. fins and offences; through the 
blood of the everlaſting:covenant,- he: blots 
out our ' tranſgreſſions as a> cloud; and out 
iniquities as a thick cloud. And what is 
more, the influence of his compaſſion and 
tenderneſs, is very viſible in all his proceed 
ings and tranſactions with mankind. The 
Almighty earneſtly deſires the happineſs of 
the human race. The ſalvation of ſinners is 
the travail of his foul; and the particular 
work of God; who wouldeth not the death 
of the ſinner, but rather that he ſhould repent 
and live; live the life of faith and holineſs, 
of grace, virtue, and evangelical obedience. 
Thus the father of mercies, runs alſo to meet 
us in the way of penitence and religious du- 
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es: he providentially aſſiſts us in the work 


* ae, and amendment of life; and 


the circumſtances which we think happen 


by chance or caſualty, and all the various 


accidents of life are permitted to befal us; 
either to ſtop us in the purſuit of vice, and 
to hedge in the way to perdition, as it were 


| griahs: unſurmountable difficulties, that we 


may not be utterly deſtroyed; or by remov- 
ing the impediments and obſtructions in the 
path of virtue, to perſuade and engage us to 
travel forward on the road to the eternal 
city of the great king, the kingdom of hes: 
ven and glory. In this manner does the ſu- 
preme ruler and governor of the world run 
to meet us, in diſpoſing in ſuch an advan- 


tageous and ſalutary manner, all the events 


of life, and the diſpenſations of providence, 
as may beſt promote and advance the refot- 
mation of manners, and the ſalvation of 


our ſouls.— And, laſtly, “ he fell oils 


neck, and kiſſed him.“ And thus God was, 


in Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelf, 
embracing repenting ſinners with the arms 
of mercy and compaſſion, and reſtoring them 

| | to 


.- 
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_ SERMON VI. 
to his love, to pardon, favour, and all the 
benefits and privileges of the children of 
God, as they are ſet forth and OA in 


125 | 


the ever i e 


« And this PR aid unto * father I 
have finned againſt heaven and be- 


« fore thee, and am no more men 
* be ene thy ſon. Re, | 


The prodigat Wespen tenderly 


and generouſly received by the beſt of fa- 


thers, was cloathed with humility, and o- 
vercome and aſtoniſhed with the grace and 
kindneſs of a parent, whoſe goodneſs he 
had moſt ungratefully and wickedly abuſed. 
He could make ſuch unparrellelled condeſ- 
cenſion and affection no amends ; but by 
confeſſing his faults and acknowledging his 
crimes to be of the moſt black and atro- 
cious kind of evil and malignity. This 
confeſſion was his duty, and this he endea- 
voured to do moſt clearly and explicitly. 


I have 


J have finned againſt heaven, and in 
xe thy f ſight.” This is an Hebraiſm, 
phraſe uſed among the Jews when they 
would expreſs the utmoſt abhorrence and 
deteſtation of any vice peculiarly enormous 
in its nature, and aggravated-with circum- 
ſtances the moſt baſe and abominable. The 
ſon therefore had a true, deep ſenſe of the 
nature of his offences: his fins he confeſ- 
ſes were of a crimſon ſtain, yet truſting up- 
on the generoſity and unbounded compal- 
ſion of the moſt humane and affeQionate 
parent, he, heſitatingly, with awe and te- 
verence attempts to ſupplicate pardon; and 
though his ſins reached unto heaven, and 
were of the firſt magnitude, yet he did not 
cloak and conceal them; he did not endes- 
your to palliate and extenuate their turpt- 
tude and malignity; no, his confeſſion was 
full and without reſerve; what words can 
be more plain and ftrang ? © I have ſinned 
“ apainſt heaven and in thy fight, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy on.” 

i. e. I am not worthy of any filial tender- 


neſs ar reſpect ; I lay no claim to be receiv- 
ed 
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ed with the Honour due to your fon; I ae. 
knowledge myſelf to have loft and forfeited 
the affection and eſteem which a child ge- 
nerally expects to be indulged with from a 
kind father. He was indeed proceeding; 
he had not finiſhed the ſpeech propeſed and 
intended; with all humility he was about 
to ſay, make me as one of thy hired ſer- 
vants:“ but the father abruptly cut him 
ſhort, ſtopt the proſecution of his diſcourſe, 
and would not ſuffer him to lament his un- 
happy fate any farther; what had been ſaid 
was ſufficient ; his humility,” his ſincerity, 


—— 
2 ; 


and undoubtedly real and genuine. The 
father therefore” raiſing che fon with an 
heart- felt joy, and with ſmiles, (perhaps it 
might rather have been ſaid tears) of com- 
placency and approbation, was determined 
not only to forgive, but to dignify him, and 
to replace him in the honourable rank and 
ſtation in his family, which by his diſobe · 
dience he had forfeited. Accordingly he 
orders thoſe near his perſon, he command- 
eld the ſervants in waiting, without any de- 
mur 


% rs A = +. 4. 
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his penitence and contrition were viſible 
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mur or delay nay with the utmoſt! haſt 

and expedition, to clothe and array the pro- 
digal as his ſon, and with the ang 
and ee mare 1 Hen 


4 


CI But the; lee ald to his e 

a bring forth the beſt robe, and put it 

e on him; and put a ring on du 
« a n on his feet (b)- 


© And Pt licher he Red ol 
N and kill it; and let us eat aan 


#.merty, net 3 44 5M 
9 . * ” 


„ For this my ſon was dead, and i 
* alive again; he was loſt and 5; 
e found. And they began to be 


.< merry.” 
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(5) Ad ſervi conditional, * dimpatis bonis RE: "1 
detruſus erat degener ille fiffus, Ver. 1 5. & preclare 
actum ſecum putabat, ſi ſervi gradum a patre receptus 
.obtineret, Ver. 17 & 19. Itaque quand ftola, .annulo 
& calceis donatur, indicio eſt, in libertatem, eum vin- 
dicari a patre, atque in poſterum non ſervi, ſed liberi 
hominis & fili locum recuperare. Vid. Wolf. in loe, 
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It would perhaps be impertinent and vain, 
From theſe ornamental circumſtances of the 
parable arbitrarily to deduce any -points of 
doctrine. To lay any ſtreſs upon ſuch con- 
jectural interpretations would be repugnant 
to the prudence and dignity becoming a 
Chriſtian expoſitor. Indeed it has been ſup- 
poſed, that the robe denotes the garments 
of ſalvation, holineſs, and praiſe: the ring 
has been conſidered as the emblem of love 
2nd unity ; and in-this light, finners, through 
repentance and faith, are no more ſtrangers 
and enemies to God and his laws; but 
through penitence and grace are reconciled 
to their heavenly Father, and to the love of 
virtue and Chriſtian obedience; the ſandals 
may ſignify being ſhod with the preparation 
of the goſpel of peace, i. e. being diſpoſed 
and ready to run in the ways of God's 
commandments; to be obedient to his di- 
vine will, and ſubmiſſive under all the wiſe 
diſpenſations of providence. And it is cer- 
tain that the ring and the robe here men- 
tioned, were evidently appropriated to the 
uſe of children and when any were a- 
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became heirs at law, the antients always 


; preſent to Us, as in A glaſs, the immunities 


of correſponding morality and holineſs: they 


| nl 
=_ 2 
i * 
6 
F 
* 
14 
1 
1 
i WM 
1 * f 
? 1 
11 > 
1 
3 
! * 
_ 
ry 4 
1 
. 
a t 
p 


— — — — — 


underwent the ceremony of being clothed 
with What is here called the beſt garment, 


from hence thus much in general with ſafe 
ty may be faid, that the circumſtances te- 


and privileges of the children of God, 
through faith in Chriſt, and a regular coutſe 


exhibit to us the peace, the pleaſure, the 


Honours and dignities which await” all thoſe 


who obediently embrace the precepts and 
doctrines of the goſpel of our W | 


But this is not the while, = And being 
e hither the fatted calf and kill it, and let 
« us be merry.” It is perhaps dubious 
whether this circumſtance bears any allu- 
fion or relation to the ſacrifices (c) (n_ 

"the 


(c) Td Ware per ſacrificare verti vult Elſnerus pri 
mum, quia hic filius, ut recens natus conſiderabatur: 
Deinde vero, quod liberis ex improviſo parentibus red- 


the antients) ſometimes offered on the birth, 
eſtoration, or recovery of a child from a 
dangerous ſickneſs. However there ſeems 
o be this moral couched under it ; that the 


chere is joy in heaven over- one ſinner; that 
repenteth. - What an exceſs of goodneſs, 


a $73. £1, row ww, aw O07”. HH 


þ 


love | The Almighty not only condeſcends 


normous .and:atrocions iniquities, and gra» 
ouſly reſtore him to his divine favours, 
but alſo cloaths him with honours and dig- 
pities ; and what is more, rejoices and de- 
guts in the favourable opportunity of bleſ- 
ſing, comforting, and: 3 the N 
penitent and humble. 


litis, & ex 0 e o ent hacrifieia moris erat, 
& iy Are convivia parari, quod vocabant TWTpA- 
Jam vero non memini me legere, quod Judzi 
©: in his caſibus ſacrificia Des obtulerunt, Kc. 
Vid. Wolf. in log. . 


8 E R MON VL 131 | 


eturn of a ſinner to his duty is very ac- 
eptable to God and all his ſaints; nay, that | 


K 2 | e For 


X 


hat an aſtotuſhing act of beneficence, and 


to pardon. the penitent, [to forgive him his 


* 10 ERMO * yy 


4 For e reed, and indi 
85 ie. be was loſt and is found.” 


- Shaw are two wy clegane and] * el 
" metaphors. The emblem, thong 
common and familiar, is nevertheleſs ye 
juſt and beautiful, of repreſenting thoſe v 
are ſenſual, vicious, and prophane, as dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins: it was very cuſtom 
with the beſt writers to call a courſe of fol 
and wickedneſs a ſtate of death. Au 
far was this carried, that it was uſual he 
any forſook the ſchool of Pythagoras, aol 
led a bad life, to place in that ſeat which k 
impiouſly abandoned, an empty coffin (d 
thereby intimating, that the vicious pe 
as to all connections with moral and fan! 
duties, was really and abſolutely dead. 
And is not the unrepenting offender (4 
the apoſtle ſpeaks)"dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins! 


4) See Dr. Hammond's notes on the New Tels 
ment jn loc. 
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fins (e)? Is not the metaphor uſed, eſpe- 
cially among Chriſtians, with juſtice” and 
propriety ? For as the body, without the 
ſpirit is dead, ſo the finner, without a lively 
operative faith in Chriſt is dead alſo. An 
inanimate corps can neither move nor 
breathe, nor exerciſe the ſenſes, nor per- 
form any action as the living can; and thus 
the ſpiritually dead have no religious ſenſes 
actuating and directing their principles and 
actions; they breathe no holy deſires, no 
devout affections; they are not enlivened 
with an honeſt and good heart; they enjoy 
not the eye of faith, nor the obedient ear; 
neither do their feet run the Chriſtian race 
appointed them; but they are cold, lan- 
guid, fpiritleſs and dead as to the life of 
faith and the exerciſe of piety. *©* He was 
loſt and is found.” That is, as a lonely and 
benighted traveller in the midſt of a gloomy, 
thick, and unfrequented deſart; he has de- 
viated from the right path; he has forſaken 
the ready road that lay open to his direct 
K 3 progreſs, 


(e) See 1 John iii, 14. Epheſ. ii, x, Rom. iv. 17, 
and I Tim. V. 6, | * 
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progreſs, and is bewildered in a trackleſ 
wood, where he can ſee no mark to guide 
his footſteps aright. Thus the ſinner leaves 
the ſtraight path to heaven, abandons the ealy 
common and direct way of grace and righ- 
teouſneſs; and, through his own folly and 
impiety, purſues a different fout, ſtrike: 
out into oblique and indirect paths, and 
loſes himſelf in the labyrinth and mazes ef 
ſelf-will, vanity, and deſtruction: while be 
thus wanders in the wilderneſs of ſin ad 
error, he is loſt to himſelf and to all the 
principles of religion; to all the calls of 
prudence, virtue, juſtice 4nd honour: He 
is loſt to all the checks of conſcience, 0 
all the intreaties of God's miniſters;; to ill 
the rational, ſober, and judicious operations 
of the holy ſpirit on his mind. What 
happineſs when the ſinner is found; when 
repentance and the grace of God enlighten 
the dark and dreary manſions, and affords 
him a clue to extricate.and diſentangle him- 
ſelf from the mazes of ſin, and he refinds 
the way to holineſs and heaven ; the path 
that leags to the practice of endo and 

_. direQs 
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directs to the kingdoe.. of Sees Joy 1 
gary? , s gl Ge tri % 0 tas 
Thus we = (ﬆ we mere able) ub 
ed the character of the Prodigal, and at- 
tended him through the various ſcenes of 
proſperity,” luxury, and extravagance, as 
well as through the moſt alarming and ad- 
verſe incidents; we have moreover ſeen the 
real contrition of his wounded and afflicted 


ſpirit, together with his kind and generous | 
reception at his father's hquſe; we ſhould 


now proceed. to conſider the character of 
the elder brothers but this, with Gaia . 


phinegin e our next diſcourſe. ds) gen 


B way of nnd, I ſhall ſubmit the 


allowing reflections to your due attention. 


Let us ed hag. if the prodigal had 


not recovered from his infatuation and judi- 


cial phrenzy; if he had madly perſiſted in 
his lewd and vicious courſes; if he had not 
profited by the diſcipline of affliction and 

K 4 the 
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facred to him, without any friend to haue 
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the-rod of adverſity, what deplete and fi 


tal conſequences would have enſued . He 
would have died poor and friendleſs, worn 
out with want and poverty, diſtracted with 


pain and ſickneſs; he would have died in 
exile in a foreign country, baniſhed from al 
who ſhould have been eſteemed dear and 


adminiſtred the chearing cordial,” or to have 


ſpoken peace to his mind diſeaſed; Without 
any kind relative to cloſe his eyes, or d 


comfort in his laſt agonies and final mo- 


ments. But yet theſe conſequences are not 


near ſo dangerous and tremendous as the 
future conſequences of a life ſpent in cor- 


| ruption, debauchery and exceſs,” For the 


conſequences of a wicked life are an ex- 


cluſion from celeſtial joys, and a ſevere and 


never-ending puniſhment in thoſe regions 


of woe and horror, where the worm dieth 
not, and where the fire is never quenched. 
1 only remains then, that as children of 
wiſdom, as rational creatures, and good 
Chriſtians, we perſevere in an habitual. 


courſe of humanity and benevolence, of 
| {ober, 
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ſober, monly and pious actions; that we 
avoid all thoſe immoral practices which 
will endanger our credit and reputation, 
peace and happineſs in this world; and 
that if we have been heretofore blame-wor- 
thy by leading a. bad life ; we immediately 


and ſincerely begin to repent with the pro- 


digal, and with the divine grace endeavour 
to live for the future in a ſtrict and ſolemn 
obſervance of the commandments. preſcrib- 
ed by the ſupreme Being, in the goſpel of 
Chriſt Jeſus our be Redeemer and Sa- ; 


viour. 
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New bis e e An the fed; and as 
be came and drew. nigh to the houſe, he 
. beard muſic and dancing; and be called one 
of the ſervants, and aſted what theſe things 
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E aſked elit theſe & things 3 
11 and in part, we have endeavoured to 
explain their meaning and ſignification. They 
mean to convey to us the moſt venerable and 
amiable conceptions of the diffuſive compaſs 
ſion and univerſal goodneſs of the deity: 
they mean to ſuppreſs all unmanly and cruel 
prepoſſeſſions, and to eradicate injurious par- 
tality, and narrow ſentiments from the hu- 
10 | man 


\] 
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man breaſt: they mean to inſtruct us in the 
moſt uſeful and divine leffon of treating our 
| brethren, and all our fellow creatures, with 
candour and mildneſs, with patience and 
forbearahce, and with: humanity and cha- 
rity : and the mercy of God is here emble- 
matically revealed to us, under the fimili- | 
| tude of a tender and affectionate parent, who 
generouſly pardons the youthful ſallies and 
offences of a debauched and vicious ſon, 
upon the confeſſion of his crimes and reſo- 
lutions of amendment. The ſubject of our 
ſecond diſcourſe, was to view the 'gradual 
proceſs of this divine grace and favour to re- 
pentant finners ; and which we found, be- 
gins very early to extend towards every of- 
fender, who is not obſtinately wicked, and 
| whoſe conſcience: is not ſeared as with a ted 
hot iron. Afflictions themſelves are ſent by 
heaven to awaken us from the dreams of 
vanity, and to recover us from the deluſions, 
and almoſt inevitable deſtruction of vice: 
when we firſt ſeriouſly and earneſtly determine 
to abandon our follies, and forſake our evil- 


habits, the Almighty through the operations 
R es SES __ 
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ol his holy ſpirit, ſtrengthens our good purpo- 
ſes, and confirms us in our virtuous reſolutions. 
The divine Majeſty reaches forth the ſceptre 
of grace to every deſponding and penitent 
ſoul; forgives his ſins, receives him into his 
_ favour, and cloaths him with the ornaments 
of holineſs, the garments of ſalvation : for 
this, there is joy in heaven, even over one 
ſinner that repenteth. And how tranſcen- 
dently grand and glorious are celeſtial joys | 
Not all the ſoothing and enchanting ſtrains, 
and ſofter- or ſublimer ſounds of inſtruments 
or voices, can equal that empyreal muſic, 
and that celeſtial concert, which the angelic 
choir ſtrike from their golden harps and 
warbling lyres ; or pour forth from their 
more refined and harmonious notes of won- 
der and praiſe, on the converſion. of 'an 
abandoned OR | 


2 50 Theſecicumſtances of the divine love and 
goodneſs, we beg leave to remind you, have 
been figuratively repreſented to us in this moſt 
excellent parable. The prodigal has been gra- 
ciouſly reſtored to favour: it only remains 

to 
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to conſider the character of the Ader on 
and to make ſome obſervations on his con- 
duct and deportment, upon the joyful re- 
ception of his W on * return to was. 5 
| * RAVE! $13, eren 20188 
2 he hated * * ge fon, i in ge- 
nomby ſeems at firſt ſight, to be that of 2 
cenſorious and envious perſon; conceited 
with a ſtrict and punctual obſervance of ſome 
poſitive duties, but utterly devoid of thie 
more generous and humane offices; candour _ 
and benevolence. - Want of tenderneſs and 
generoſity, pride and ingratitude unhappily 
mingle and compound his character: a very 
fatal mixture, a compoſition moſt. baneful- 
and. poiſonous; and of which - draught; 
_ whoever drinks, muſt, unleſs an amend- 
ment and correction of ſuch irreligious and 
diabolical tempers enſue, periſh everlaſt- 
ingly. But our preſent buſineſs (with the 
divine aſſiſtance) ſhall be, Firſt, to illuſtrate | 
the character itſelf, by a plain and familiar 
expoſition of the remaining verſes of the pa - 
rable. Secondly,: we may ſhew you how 
pee? 


S ER MON VII. 1433 
peitineritly and juſtly it was applicable to ts YN 
Jews and Thirdly, we ſhall-endeavour ta 
enquire what benefits and advantages WWW 
Chriſtians may receive from a careful atten 
e ee ee in this | 4 
more * 80 a 4 
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28 Nen his Ader fon was in = Seeks 
% and as he drew-nigh- to the houſe, 
« he heard muſic and dancing. And 
4 he called one of the ſervants, and 
neee Eo 


The dr: * being ee ane : 
from home, on urgent buſineſs, or ſome do- 
meſtic concerns, when the tender father 
amazingly condeſcended to be reconciled to 
the abandoned prodigal; had no ſort of 
knowledge of ſuch an agreeable and happy 
event. - But as he drew near to the family- 
manſion, was aſtoniſhed at the unuſual joy +» 
and mirth; which reſounded from a place, 
which, for ſome time paſt, (through the fa-᷑ 
ther's fondneſs and affection for a long-loſt . . 
lon) had been overwhelmed with grief and - 


me- 
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tdancheh. But if he was ſurpriſed at the 
Freſent joyous ſcene, how would he have 


been ſtruck dumb with wonder and a- 
| — mazembnt, at the pleaſing interview, 'be- 
. _ tween the beſt of fathers, and à reæformed 
and converted ſon. Such a ſcene, ſo exqui-· 
ſitely tender and moving, muſt neceſſarily 
| have made a deep impreſſion upon the moſt 
impenetrable mind, and melted even an heart 
of adamant. But though the elder brother 
was unexpectedly confounded/at the preſent 
chearful face of things, tranſacted withieut his 
conſent, or any conſultation with him; yet he 
did not diſdaih to enquire more patticulatly, 
what circumftance had happened, Which 
gave origin and rife to ſuch extraordinaty 
feſtive rites and appearances. With (great 
truth and ſimplicity, and in an artlefs man 
ner, the ſervant addreſſed, gave a plain/and 
juſt account of the matter. Ile told. him, 
that his unhappy: brother was ſafely return» 
ed; and that his father, receiving him amaſt 
kindly and graciouſly, had. conſecratęd: the 
day to mirth and hilarity ; had commagided 


. Aen. and * neither coſt nor charges, 
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to provide; moſt liberaliy and ſumptuooſiy 
for the banquet. Ser 721 "Si" 29011157 browns 
1; 561 880 view 7 yigas ad ei aicdta edv 
= « And, che ſervant Hid-unto) him, thy 
1 -> *hathin is come, and: thy father hath, 
KEilled the fatted calf, becauſe he hath: 
15 received him fate. and Wund. 52 
„A tuin BSN H odd 3s "it 
It might he ſuppoſad, that an event ſo re 
mark aby happy, and! hopourable»to the fa- 
mily,, woyld have ſoftened: the mbſt obdu⸗- 
rate boom but where cjenlauſy and enxy 
are prevalent utitcumſtan es eyen of benefit 
au aduan gage are miſtaken and miſapplied, 
To: delegate, and dleanſen ſuelj internal evils 
and impurities,,demand.;genetous/and-liben 
al notions, which:can only;cefine; brighten; 
and purify, the mind? But the elder brother, 
at preſent, as nat under the power of ge- 
perous GE hs to ſentiments...) vicls tn 
„ il ii on dick bog 550 
« And:the.elder br en a 
30 27 1 go in,, 3F 311 it 
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Mere is diſplayed bo us a foll view of his - 
envious temper and moroſe diſpoſttisn: but 
wherefore is he angry? why does he chur- 
likly refuſs do ſes his brother, and pattake of 
the general joy'?! From what mean and daſ- 
tardly ſource, could iſſue forth ans Id un- 
generous and ubnatural! Weuld the fin 
ruin of his brother have afforded him 
leaſt Aare of atiefkQtion ? r could he have 
polſibly been pleted” with hes Ef his coli 
tinuance'inia Mate of 'Qifobediende und Thi 
morality ! The prodigit had done His dilly 
m retuming; and, in ſo ding, he wal 
wiſely and juſtly, as he therein followed the 
Aictatbe of reaſon And penitence”! The eld 
fon was therefore hi ghly bfämesble; and hn. 
ſourneſs and feverity of tempet upon this bi- 
cafion, maſt be imputed to idle ſuſpicions, 
and malignity of ſpirit. The father hearing 
of this conduct, from a quarter ſo Rttle ex. 

pected, and which indeed merited his dil- 
pleaſure, ſupports tc the laft his amiable le- 
pity and the tenderneſs of his character: for, 
as the ſon would not condeſcend to enter the 


toef reſounding youu joy and merriment, 
* Ta 


N * o vn. 1 
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And Ane his: tine en 
were very humane and tational; tending to 
ſweeten his temper, to moderate his reſent- 
ment, and to conviuce him, that the recep- 
tion of his brothet was ſtrictly right and law- 
ful; and could not be omitted, without the 
imputation of being utterly devoid of huma- 
nity and fatherly affection. But the remon- 
ſtrances and entteaties, even of his father, 
were heard with a ſullen indiffrrence, and 
the gloomineis of diſcontent; and ſtung 
with jealouſy, he thus undutifully arraigns 
and . eee e 
him. z ! „ehre. 


0 (46 13 WV} 


0 — i obs fate, — 

theſe many years do I ſerve thee, nei- 
ether tranigreſſed latany time thycom- 

4 mandment; and yet thou never gaveſt 

* me a kid, that I might make merry 

<« with my friends. But as ſoon as 

L-2 « this 
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K ay this thy ſon was come, whichhu 
devoured thy living with hatlots, thou 
0 haſt killed for hum dhe nn 


"148 


The firſt Dart 120 pech is-fanioubfo 
its vain boaſts. and ingratitude; the latter, 
for its illiberal reflections, and unjuſt miſ- 
conſtruction of his father's deportmentꝭ at 
this critical ſeaſon. He had ſerveduhis { 
father many, years: if he had not, he ud 


{ 
have been deſervedly blamed : there is n - 
merit in the performance of actions, which of 
nature and religion inculcate and command. tu 
He had only done His duty; anch it is to be ne 
feared, from the predominant: paſſions of le 
ſelf· intereſt and: envy, very impartially and ſy 
imperfectly. But it is very plain, from the ar 
words immediately ſubſequent, that he did IT 
not conceive. ſo meanly of his obedience. 10 
% Neither tranſgreſſed I at any time ] BW « 
commandment. He had paſſed the whole TI 
ſeries» of: his life in an uniform and ſtead) i me 
AJabit of filial duty, without incurting bi evi 
father's diſpleaſure, i by the [leaſt breuch 9c pla 

5 or to fic! 


moſt trivial neglect of it. But w 
f . what. 
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what doth chis recital of his diligence ind 
virtue tend? It is to reproach the conduct 
ol the beſt of fathers: “ And yet thou ne- 


ver gaveſt me a kid that I might make 


merry with my friends In this aſſertion, 
he muſt ſurely be tranſported with the rage 


and violence of reſentment and paſſion. It 
is impoſſible to be conceived; that a father, 
ſo tender and indulgent, ſhould deny to a 
good and worthy fon, any proper favour and 
encouragement ;' much leſs to deprive him 
of the opportunity of entertaining his vir- 


tuous friends with hoſpitality and chearful- 


neſs. But the ſting of the reflection is ſtill 
left behind; and the remainder of the an- 
ſwer, was to ſet the edge of the ſarcaſm, 
and point moſt keenly to it. Obſerve; 
« But as foon as this thy ſon was come, who 
* hath devoured: thy living with harlots, 


thou haſt killed for him the fatted calf.” 


The elder brother here certainly reveals his 
mental conflict, agitated and diſturbed with 
evil ſurmiſes and jealous apprehenſions: he 
plainly tells his father, in the heat of paſ- 
w what his prudence ſhould have con- 

L 3 cealed 
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* I appears very — 'that 
he ſuſpected part of that parental eſtorm i 
which, for a long time, he had ſolely, and 
without a rival, enjoyed, ſhould! now by 
transferred to an unworthy brother, and an 
undutiful ſon. But the fault and crime did nut 


lay in, perhaps, his conſtitutional we 
had it been properly guarded againſt and cbt· al 
rected : for the reproaches are very vehement 
and bitter, and utterly unwotthy any perſon 
of religion and humanity to broach, © As 
| ſoon as this thy ſon was come.” He dots 
not vouchſafe to call him © Hrother ;” '** who 
hath devoured thy living; words very 
ſtrong and expreſhve ; who hath conſamed 
in wantonneſs and luxury, and diffipated in 
extravagance thy eſtate; and that with 15 
harlots; with the moſt looſe and ſcanda- 4 
lous perſons ; and had been undone by lewd 190 
and profligate companions and aſſociates: an I bee 
yet, after he has acted in. ſuch an ignumini⸗ wi 
ous and execrable manner, ruined his dor- cut 
tune, impaired his health, diſgraced the ne. Ba 
nour of his family, and covered us all with uy 
e 


ſhame and W yet for him, thou halt 
killed 
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killed the fatted calf.” But yet how lenient, 
and mollifying is the rejoinder of the father: 
with how, much addreſs, and witdom docs 
be Endeavour to repreſs his yain fears, to 
ſcatter the ſymptoms of ſuſpicion and jea- 
louſy, to extirpate the ſeeds of envy and 
malignit and to aſſure him of his unabated, 
and 4 confi regards APO Ne affection. 


« And he lad — fon, — 
7 ee buen 


N 


25 It Was meet that we ſhould make merry 
and be glad: for this thy brother Was 
dead and is alive again; and was lot 
& and. is found. Sr e 
As 83 as to fay, 1 have no caſon, to | 
rejoice over your reformation: 1 « you have 
been ever with me,” and i in general behaved. 
with ſobriety and good manners, with filial 
duty and affection. And I have always been 
ſolicitous to prevent your deſires, and to re- 
ward the degency of your deportment, and 
the propriety of your behaviour: nay, . all 
L 4 | that 
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that I haye isthine;” you ede e 
the maſter and governor of this houſe and 
family; all thy eſtate and fortune are ut yout 
ſervice, and for years have been ſublerviefit to 
your will and pleaſure; ſürely then, vo 
judge unkindly, and cenſure without mercy, 
when you diſcommend the joy of the day, 
and arraign the juſtice of theſe feſtive pro- 
ccedings. Surely, it is but proper and! hu- 
mane to receive a penitent ſon, worn' out 
with afflictions, reduced with poverty, op- 
preſſed with ſhame, and ſincere in his purpoſes 
of amendment : yet it is meet we ſhould 
rejoice, and be glad, on ſuch © an bappy and 
providential event; for * this thy brother 
was dead and is alive again; was loft and is 
found,” I ſhall only farther obſerve, that 
the father mildly rebukes the haughty car- 
riage of the elder fon; when he ſays, «this 
thy brother.” A moſt beautiful contraſt in- 
deed; there is, in the reſpective language of 
each; and from this circumſtance may we 
learn to be candid; and kind, to all with 


whom we are ſocially o or dren con- 
n . „ 0% We 
TS 'F 
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II. Under our bod general neue 
are to thew how / pertinently and juſtly the 
paradle wa applicable to the Jews ; not in- 
deed in every minute and particular inci- 
dent, but n eee 8 
lances nns Win bes iti. O ? boiler: 


2 
3 
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The Jews were toda; by Shag | 
pointment of heaven, temporally diſtin- 
guiſhed in a very eminent manner "And 
while the nations adjoining to or more re 
mote from the borders of the holy land) 
were enveloped with the black and thick 
clouds of ſpiritual darkneſs and ignorance, 
and labouring under the ridiculous preſſure 
of idolatry and ſuperſtition; the Iſraelites 
very boldly and religiouſſy aſſerted and main- 
tained the unity of the Godhead, and were 
bleſſed and honoured with a variety of ſa- 
cred and moral liberties and advantages. 
The elder brother therefore may very juſtly 
characterize the Jewiſh people, who if it 
may not be thought too explanatory, may 
allo be ſaid to be in the field. For they 

certainly 
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certainly were the vineyard of the Lord of. 
hoſts, and which. his own. right-hand had 
planted. They alſo were very; ſtudious and 
bufy in their outward ſervices, - very exact 
and regular in their attendance upon their, 
ritual obſervances, when the Redeemer of 
mankind came to viſit, and ſave from 3 immi- 
nent and final deſtruction, the younger bro». 
ther, the prodigal, the whole heathen world z 
who ſat in darkneſs and in the ſhadow;of 
death, and to guide their feet in the way of 
peace: but at this gracious invitation of the, 
Gentiles, at this impartial and generous pro- 
mulgation of the goſpel, the Jews were much 
diſpleaſed and highly offended. .. When the, 
fences were demoliſhed, and the wall of 
partition braken down and removed, they 
gave way with the elder ſon to ſentiments: 
af jealouſy. and evil ſurmiſes. They con- 
ſidered not the plan of redemption. as form- 
ed by the eternal mind, and which by a, 
flow, though regular proceſs, was gradually 
to be unfolded and revealed to the whole. 
race of mankind. They, in the height of 


reſentment, in the violence of. prejudice, 
and 


[ 
14 


S ERM ON VII. 145 


and attachment-to the ſole and particular 
favour of the one true God, did not dif- 
paſſionately, nor without murh murmur- 
ing and complaints endure ſo much as the 
thought of admitting the heathen into a ſtate 
of reconciliation with the Moſt High; and 
without reſpect of | perſons or former ſer- 
vices, placing the Gentiles” upon an equa- 
lity with themſelves,_in'reſpe& of religious 
knowledge and moral and ſacred privileges 
and iinmunities· Inſtead therefore of re- 
joicing on + account of the ſucceis and pro- 
motion of the knowledge of the Lord, and 
in the progreſs of real piety, the Jews. were 
angry and would not come in; They re- 
proached our bleſſed Lord, perſecuted his 
diſciples,  murthered thoſe called by the 
name of Jeſus for the univerſality. of their 
benevolence z becauſe they offered a free 
and univerſal ſalvation to all penitent ſinners, 
in and through the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
their divine maſter.” The father's coming 
out, moſt condeſcendingly, to pacify and aſ- 
ſuage the rage and tumult of their paſſions, 
delineates to us the tender and indefatigable 

Care 
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cate and concern of the grent Jeliovah for 
che Jewiſhipeople? And ändeed the ſbep- 

herd of Iſtael was benignly pleaſed to uſe 
every gentle and perſuaſive method to cauſe 
them to ſubmit to the rightebuſneſs of faith) 

and to bend their ſturdy necks to the light | 
and eaſy yoke of the goſpel of the: Meliiahy 1 
But they, mavgre all the dear'proofy/and 
evidences of the truth of Chriſtianity, con: 
tinued obſtinate and rebellious; full of re- 
eriminations and reproaches. againſt: that re- 
ligion which ſunk them in ſome ſort on a 
level with the reſt of their fellow - creatures. 
How, ſaid they, can this bo, that the fin- 
ners of the Gentiles are put on a parity and 
footing with ouxſelves! Shall they partake 
of a larger meaſure of God's grace than us, 
vho have had ſpiritual aſſiſtances dealt forth 
to us very ſcantily and ſparingly ! Is the fat- 
ted calf killed on the converſion of the hea- 
then, when a kid has not rewarded our 
long and faithful ſervices? But ſurely theſe 
reflections were unjuſt and ungrateful; they 
had for many years been under the particu» 
lar direction and guilance of heaven, hence 
their 


—— 
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— jaſtly ſtiled and dend- 
-minatedtheocracy, «Unto: them alſo. were 
entruſted great and precious promiſes, to 
with them were depoßted many rich and 
invaluable prcrogati des 3 and ſtum their root 
deſceniled the Meſſiali, the: nπn hdi cal 
led the branch, Chriſt Jeſus the Redeemer. 
Well therefore in reply might the father 
ſay, ſom all. chat Irhbaveas:thines ydurs re 
tte privileges, promiſes ani adoption nt 
you is the fullneſs ß diviſe grace ptimarily 
propoſed; unto the houſe of rau ãs: Jeſus 
the Saviour extraordinarily ſent; to you, 
without: reſervei are peace, Idlineſs und 
eternal joys maſt earneſtly offered... Ac- 
cordingly e ſhould remember that, until 
the Jews rejected thein own mencies, and in- 
juriouſly trampled upait the croſs uf Chtiſt, 
the Almighty was ever with them, wooing 
them to a: participation of e vangehcal bleſ- 
ſings . But>whem: the: Jets would not aer 
cept of a fte ↄſalxation and ſpiritual re- 
:demption; then the guſpebwas preached: to 
"the, . and the dead in ſin began to 
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| ible reaſon have we of this land to rejoice 
chat the Lord was plenpd' to Enlightem un 
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— life of faith and virtuous) oed 
mulgation of Chriſtianity upon earth, and 
the converſion of ſinners. And ine xpreſ- 


pd... We allo were ners of the Gen- 
tiles and abandoned prodigals, but he hath 
us with che reſplendent rays of de ſun of 
932 165 5. ar: 3 OBI" 8 05 t n 
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III. It obly now remains in ks third 
ad laſt place to enquire what benefits and 
advantages we Chriſtians may receive from 


ef? 3 


à careful attention to and ——— * this 


n ent diſcourſe. eld 
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1. And 2 — 


ah obſervations already made on the con- 


cluſive part of this moſt excellent parable 
is this, That good men ought. to guatd 
— their weakneſſes and imperfecti. 


Cons. 
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ons.” Por as the elder ſon generally 


ki was dutiful arid obedient and 
was abſolutely abhorrent of criminal Prac- 


tices and public” intemperance; yet by not 


fortifying the heart, Where it was moſt cafy 
to be affaulted by vites of à mort ſpeclous 


nature, groſſly fell into evil furtniſks And 
envious ſuſpieions; Jo alfb fetzular Chriſti- 
ans, and thoſe very AAR and punctuil in 
the discharge of pofftiys dütties may degrade 


their religious charactets, by giving vy to 


their keiten and infittities hat je do 4 | 


churliſh' demeanor and 4 ſupereillous de- 


portment { arid when onde this is the cafe, 


when ſpirituul pride has poffefnon of their 
heart; 4 black trait of dangerous tonſe- 


quences enſueʒ dangetous to Bomunity and 
every motel duty ; dangerous to the peace 
of families and ſociety q dangerous to their 
own peate” and eternal happineſs. Let us 
therefore e guard the iſſues of our heart with 
all diligence.” And to the external forms 
ind ceremonies of religion,” let us be care- 


ful to Wer r of Heart, and the love 
0 34 34 | dt 
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of God and „ by 
moral and; generous actions. _— 
ee niente 0 sib teig is: whos 
aaa "Another impravement of the parablejn 
to diſeard from our boſam the hateſuland de- 
teſtable fig of religipusingratitude. Far be it 
from us to ungetvelne our Chriſtian, prixie 
| legesyyor. to conceixe mean and-low.ſe ent- 
ments of our great and eyangelical. falyas 
tion, Unto them who cordially believe, the 
evidences of the truth of the goſpelrdiſen- 
ſatian, the very name of Chriſt and his 
religion. muſt, be precigus; and all, che dog: 
trines and precepts delivered. by ouraRe: 
deemer and his apoſtles, muſt practical be 


held in the higheſt honour and, eſtimation 


by his faithful and obedient ſerpants. g 
Proteſtants are ſurrounded. with, bleſſings.0n 
every fide, and may liberally, enjoy; all the 
great and precious promiſes and. conſalations 
of Chriſtianity. But are not Chrilians.in 


general of an, ungrateful ſpirit}. They do 


not indeed reproach the author of their hor 
ly religion, nor complain of the ſcantineſs af 


Wire favours. But do chey make a proper 


return 
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return for ſuch ineſtimable privileges and 
bleflings.? ? Are; not the comforts and benefits 
of celigivn depreciated, and deſpiſed, until 
ſickneſs and... adverſity teach us more grati- 
tude and more wiſdom ? May the Almigh- 
ty 1 make us truly thankfyl for all his mer- 
cies, eſpecially for that his beſt and choiceſt 
gift, the redemption of the world by Chriſt 
Jeſus our . 3 
85 And as we are thankful 1 our own 
private and religious peace and happineſs z 
ſo let us alſo learn from the allegory to ſub- 
due the ſpirit of jealouſy ; and envious ma- 
gnity ; and to rejoice at the amendment 
and reformation of ſinners, ;;. True and real 
Chriſtians are remarkably bumane and ge- 
nerous; they: - breathe the ſpirit. of univerſal 
benevolence,” and are ever delighted with 

doing good to all men, not only to their 
friends but even their enemies; herein tak- 
ing example from the all-good and gracious 
Being, who cauſeth his ſun to ſhine on the 
eril and the good, and bis rain to deſcend 
on the juſt and the unjuſt, | Andi in religious 
M cConcerns 
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concerns they 2 are particularly careful to en. 
creafe the number of the virtudus, and mild⸗ 
1 to perſuztle finhers to türn from their 
vices and evil ways. As the reftttnation of 
morals and the practice of piety are points of 
moment, and on which depend the eteradl WM 
intereſts of mankind, they are uncommoenly þ 
diligent to convert the wick and ſtrengthen 
the weak in faith. And when the Wicked 
man, from ſincere and conſcientious. ptin- 
ciples, amends his former life and corrects 
his manners; ; the genuine ſpirit of Chill: 
tianity will not baftily doubt the tedlity. of 
converſion, reproach paſt conduct, nor en. 
vy the reformed the religious pleafures they 
may occaſionally experience by a happy 
change of mind and conduct. The proud 
Phariſee, the elder brother, the cenforious 
may do this; but this is not the chatactet 
of the generous and charitable Chriſtian; 
far from encouraging malignant diſtruſt, 
and foſtering evil apprehenfions, he will ta- 
ther cheriſh the leaſt appearances of good- 
neſs, and endeavour. to lead them forward 
in the way of holineſs with 'good advice 
5 OY and 


8 ERMON VIR bg 
and inſtruRion, and anirnate them to go on 
from one degree of grace unto another, till 
they are confirmed and — in the 
faith and PRONE of e * 7178 


'To concha the cl the 8 of what 
has been Haid is this; that this part of the 
parable to which'we now have paid parti- 
cular attention, cautions even good men to 
guard againſt their foibles and weakneſſes; 
to clothe themſelves with humility, and to 
fortify their breaſts againſt the approaches 
of ſpiritual pride, the moſt ſpecious and 
powerful enemy which can . poſſibly attack 
them; that they avoid the fin of ingrati- 
tude, by practically regarding the eminent 
privileges and bleſſings of our holy religion, 
and thankfully adoring the author of them; 
that they alſo do all in their power to con- 
vert ſinners from the error of their ways, 
and never to act ungenerouſly or unkindly 
with young converts and their newly re- 
formed brethren. The elder brother failed 
in theſe particulars of the laſt importance 
and conſequence; may we, impreſſed with 

M 2 - nobler 
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nobler motives, and encouraged. with the 
ſpirit of benevolence and charity, endea- 


vour mildly and gently, by precept and ex- 
ample to adyance the moral kingdom of 
Chriſt, and the practice of virtue; and in 


doing this we ſhall effectually promote the 


real good of our neighbours, and mankind 
in general; a conſideration which to a be- 
nevolent and pious mind muſt ann a very 


* 


ample reward. Joe 1 11 135 
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VERY. part of the conduct of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, was truly noble, and 
every way worthy the character he ably 
ſupported; which was no leſs, than that of 
the true Meſſiah, or Redeemer of mankind. 
His manners were moſt chaſte and pure, 
and his virtues moſt heroic and perfect. 
Conſider the life and actions of our Lord, 
in whatever point of view you pleaſe, and 
they ſhine with the brighteſt luſtre of bene- 
volence and piety. He was devout and holy: 
his obedience was exact, and without the 
W imputation of a breach or neglect: 
1 his 
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his zcal and courage were ſteady 404 perma- 
nent: and his patience and reſignation, to 
the will of his heavenly father, general and 
unbounded. No threatenings, nor reproaches 
could erer ſhake the purpoſeof his ſoul; nor 
Interrupt him in the grand and falutary'work 
of man's redemption. The perſecutions he 


endured, and at laſt the ignominious death 


he ſuffered, were providentially converted 
(by the appointment of heaven) to ratify 
and eſtablith the new covenant made between 
God and man, through the oblation and 
blood of Chriſt our mediator. His - yirtugs 
were ſo excellent and numeraus, that it is 
with difficulty we can ſelect the moſt re- 
markable and ſplendid. But as God, in a 
moſt diſtinguiſhed and emphatical manner, 
is Love; and as mercy is, univerſally acknow+ 
ledged to be, the favourite attribute of hea- 
ven; ſo the Son of God appeared extracts 
dinarily great, in the exerciſes of goodneſs 
and humanity, in acts of Kindneſs and com- 
paſſion. Animated with the exalted. princi- 


ple of, impartial and general love and bene · 


volence, he healed the bodies of the ſick, 
| And 
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and enlightened the minds of the morally 
blind and.1 ignorant. . Hg ſpent. his whole lite 
in works = beneficentand gbaritable ; be 
went abouf doing - good... e it was 
neceſſary to. convince mankind of the ayr 
thenticity. and divinity, gf hig charager, by 
miracyloys works and. powers, he choſe for 
the exettioh af thoſe miracles, the molt 
bumane and generous eaſes, He ſeldom 
tertißed with acts of horror and yengeance, 

but endeavonred 60. perſuade them of the 
dignity and importance gf bis miſſions; by 
fats indged ſupernatural. yet. at the fame 
time, eminently conſpicuous for the bench 
and advantage of his creatures. We..muf 
not, on ſo pleaſing a ſubjeQ, give too much 
indulgence to a deſire of repeating the many 
tender and friendly deeds of - the bleſſed 
Jeſus to the poar, the lame, and the blind: 
we ſhall only mention one or two. When 
he ſaw the funeral proceſſion of the widow,s 
fon, and her deep diſtreſs and: ſorrow, upon 
this heavy and bitter affliction, our Saviour 
felt the moſt exquiſite ſenſations of pity and 
tenderneſs; and immediately determined 
M4 within 
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Sick ble breaſt; to ſooth the purigenic 5er 


her grief, and alleviate the an guiſh" of her 
ſoul. Accordingly he had compaſſion upon 


her maternal diſquietude and diſtreſs, and 


by a miraculous act, raiſed from the dead 
the young man, the only ſon of his mother, 
and that mother already'a dif conlate widow. 
And in the caſe of Lazarus, (Which we have 


now before us) who was the frlend of a | 


how viſible are the gentler embtiohs of 
and compaſſion! when Lazarus's death . 


publicly notified to him, his mind was noon | 


whelmed with ſorrow and concern: in ene 


place of the evan gelical account it is ſid; *he 


was troubled;“ and in the words of the text 


it is recorded, * 2 wept.” * ay 1 * 

And rely in this grief of dhe gon of 
God, there was a greatneſs and generoſity 
of temper; not to ſay an amiablenefs'of diſ. 
poſition, infinitely nobler than that which 
the ſtoic philoſophers aimed at, in their ſo 


much boaſted apathy and inſenſibility of 


mind. The 000 enemies of our religion have 
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indeed: cenfutett® the act as Wenkne f, and 
betraying "fornething mean and poor ſpirited; 
but if we Conſider thorou gllye the matter, we 
ſhall find the Son of God acted agreeable to 
his noble and exalted character, and worthy 
that perfection of virtue and goddnefs, for 
bs he was e n 
l . Satrangi bat 7. 

The ſubject of this diſcourſe is to eſtabliſh 
theſe three truths: iſt, T hat when Jeſus 
wept, he acted confiſtently with his character 
as the Meffiah; 2dly, That bis grief was 
natural as a ma; and 3dly; That ſuch lau- 
dable pity and compaſſion, have been found 
among the N me boy of” men. adi 

= When yet wept, he ated Sönfülbent⸗ 
ly with his character, as the Meffizh, fore- 
told by the antient prophets.” Hut the com- 
mon and general notions of the Meſſiah, 
among the Jewiſh people, were not ground- 
ed upon thoſe” prophecies. Tlie Jews ex- 
pected the Meffiah, when he came to viſit 
and redeem them, would appear as" a tem- 
poral prince, as a victorious and triumphant 
conqueror. They ſuppoſed their Meſſiah 
| would, 


| 
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lay and deſtroy, all their enemies, and ip 


the Romans. They did notexpeRihisglorious 
Redeemgr ſhould endeavqur to, explain aid 
perfect their law,. or teach them morality; 
much leſs by example, exhort them to be 
virtuous and humane; and to be filled with 
ſentiments of tenderneſs: and piety. The 
anointed of heaven they imagined wg 9 
re- inſtate them in wealth and. power z this 
and this only was the general wiſh, the unk 
language of the antient prophets. According 


to their holy and venerable predictions, / the 


Son of God was to be born of a woman, to 
be a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
griefs, to be numbred with the tr anſgreſſors; 


and at laſt the Meſſiah, yas to be cut off, in 


order to make an end of ſin, and bring in 


everlaſting righteouſneſs. a The Redeemer 
according to theſe predictions, it is plain, 
could never be ſuppoſed to be a temporal 
prince and a vindictive tyrant; his condition 


was to be mean, and his life deprefled- with 
} 35 en troubles 
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would, with rapid ſucceſs and brutal eg 


. them from the llavery and handage of | 
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in the exerciſe of 1 the e 
and perſecutions, of the world; and at laſh, 
as a martyr, he was to ſeal, the. truth of nis 
doctrines with the loſs of life. As the Meſ⸗ 
ſah then was to be a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
quainted with griefs 3 where is the impro: 
priety of the weeping, of Jeſus here yecord- 
ed? If the objectian had any weight, it 
might equally affect every part of our Lord's 
life and character; andjit might as properly 
be enquired, why was the, Meſſiah ever hun- 
gry or thirſty 2 Why was ſo divine, a perſon 
ſubject to infirmities and weakneſſes, to pains 
and diſtreſles ? As the ſon of God made man, 
as the true Meſſiah, he was ordained, hy 
omniſcient wiſdom, to bear the infirmities of 
human nature with patienge and meckneſs, 
He was occaſionally touched with pity or 
with joy: in all things, he benignly and in- 
nocently ſympathiſed with his friends and al 
ſociates. This proved the Son of God to be 
the ſon of man; which, if he had not been, 
he would not have been capable of accom 


pliching the great work of ſalvation, nor of 
fulfilling 
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fulfilling the ancient p 
he Meſfiah. In all things weren; our 
Lord expreſſed the reality of che human na- 


ture ;/ and had he not, upon occaſion;' done 
ſc ſo, we thould have been —— with” "ob: . 


— of a different fort. The Meſfffabh, 
it is true, by an eternal g eneration, was the 


only begotten Son of God; but it 1 Alle 


certain, that he was made Matz, Td born 


of a woman. For though © our Redetinet, 
was in the form of God, and thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God; yet he made 
himſelf of no reputation, and took on him 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
the likeneſs of man; and being found in 
faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, 
and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs.” ' 80 neceſſary was it, 
according to the ori iginal purpoſe of the Al- 
mighty, and his unfathomable wiſdom in the 
ſcheme of man's redemption, for the Meſ- 
ſiah to be innocently affected with the pal- 
fions and infirmities of human nature.” 
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II. Bat where is the weakneſs of friendly 
compaſſion? or to trace the ſpring to its ori- 
ginal ſource, why. and wherefore are the paſ- 
fions unworthy” our humanity ? ? Why 'may 
not the. paſſions of grief; and pity, melt and 
ſoften the moſt valiant and ſagacious mind? 
To unbridle them indeed, is wrong; to be 
tranſported inordinately with j joy, and cow- 
ardly to ſuccumb under afflictions, may be, 
and undoubtedly is, very blameable; but ſtill 
nature unreproved, may drop a tear. The 
paſſions, unleſs carried to exceſs, are by no 
means unlawful or ſinful. They are wiſely 
implanted i in our nature by the ſupreme | Be- 
ing, and are intended to ſerve the moſt ne- 
ceſſary and valuable ends and purpoſes. The 
rational and intelligent faculties of nature, 
might prove indolent and inactive; there 
fore the paſſions are naturally ſown within 
us, to rouſe us from a ſtate of heavineſs and 
torpidity, and to urge and ſtimulatè us to 
the practice of generous and worthy actions. 
It is only the abuſe of them which merits 
reprehenſion. They are the wiſe and free 


donations of the ſupreme Being. And what 
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is the gift of heaven, may be wells 4616 H 
gratitude, and employed with dignity and 
honour. For nature, or rather the God of 
nature, does nothing in vain. And it is 
very certain that the glandulæ lachrymales 
(5), were not made for nothing. T0 weep 
is the prerogrative of bur nature. The 
paffion of grief, therefore, as well as F the 
reft, when properly curbed and reſtrained, 
and confined within: rational bounds; is na- 
tural and juſt; it is not repugnant to reaſon p 
and piety; it is conſiſtent with virtue and 
| honour, and conſequently does not e 
the Ugnity Ec man. ; 


1 „ « 
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HI. For thoſe who have pe Men 
nature in her brighteſt colours, always re- 
preſented their heroes, as men nobly influ- 


enced with ſenſibility and compaſſion; and 
have even eee chem weeping, 46 


(5) | | Multi cars 


| Humano generi dare ſe natura fatetur, e 
_Que lachrymas dedit. Hæc noſtri e 


Juv: Sat. 15. 
| | ſed 


H omer 


S ERNMON IE is; 
Homer his done Ulyfſes (e). * And indeed 


« there is ſomething in Human nature, re- 
f ſulting from our very make and conſtitu- 
« tion, Which renders us obnoxious to the 

« pains of others, cauſes us to Hmpathize 
« with them, and almoſt comprehends us 
« in their r This cCompaffion appears 
« eminently in them, who upon other ac- 
« counts are juſtly reckoned among the 
« beſt of men. The tears of men are in 
„truth very different from the tries and 
„ ejulations of "children; they ate” Ment 
e ſtrearhis and flow from other cauſes, com- 
* monly ſome tender or 2 2 ve | 
* phical refleRtions (4). =_ 


(c) . ble 1. 
Hon Odyſſ. Z. v. 81, &c. 
The badage tus tranſlated by Mr. Pope. 
But ſad Ulyſlts by himſelf apart, 
Pour'd the big ſorrows of his ſwelling heart: 
All on the lonely ſhore he ſat to weep, 


And roll'd bis: eyes around the reſtleſs deep; 
Tow'rd his low d coaft he roll his eyes in vain, 


Till dimm'd with riſing grief they ſtream'd again. 

(4) See Woolaſton's Religon ef Nature Delineated, 
ſet. 6. p. 139. 

And 
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And in the Bible we have many NOPE 
among the Jewiſh worthics of their ſenſibility 
of this paſſion. Perhaps the character of Joſeph 
is one of the moſt virtuous and amiable upon 
record. Vet inthe height of all his pomp and 
grandeur; his fraternal affection was neither 
cooled, nor diminiſhed. The ſcene when be 
makes himſelf known to his brethren, is 
both moving and beautiful, and 1 is eminent 
for ſtrokes. lvely and energetic. Then 
Joſeph could not refrain himſelf before, all 
them that ſtood by. him: and he cried, cauſe 
every man to go out from me. And there 
ſtood no man with him, while Joſeph made 
himſelf known unto his brethren, And he 
wept aloud. And the Ægyptians and the 
houſe of Pharaoh heard. And Joſeph mad 
unto his brethren; I am Joſeph, doth my 
father yet live? Moreover he kiſſed all his 
brethren, and wept over them.“ Here is a 
ſcene of tenderneſs and nature, worthy the 
ſacred penman; here dignity appears moſt 
gloriouſly arrayed with the more: than noble, 
the divine robe of God-like compaſſion; and 


the behaviour of Joſeph, upon this occaſion, 
; 521 ö is h 


SERMON VI „/ 
is an additional honour to the moſt brilliant 
titles, and diſtinguiſhes for a good as well 
as a truly great man. I [ſhall only beg leave 
to mention another ſcriptural inſtance; and 
that is. in no leſs a perſon than a king of Iſrael 
a man of learning and abilities; famous in 
the arts of peate, fond of : muſic;-poetry; 
and the liberal ſciences; à ſucceſsful warrior; 
and .crowned head; 1: mean, king David. 
And yet he did not diſdain to expreſs ſigns 
of grief, for the loſs of a worthy friend; 
and to bedew.the grave of a beloved (though 
wicked and rebellious) ſon with tears. His 
elegant and beautiful ode upon the death of 
Jonathan, is a proof, how affectionate and | 
ſincere his concern and ſorrows were. And 
when his ſon died, ſo ſtrong was his love 
towards that refractory and undutiful youth, 
that the king was much moved, and went 
up to his chamber and wept; and as he 

went, he ſaid, „Ol my ſon Abſalom, 
would to God I had died for thee; O * 
_ ne een g 545 48660 
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Thus we ſet, that when the pues 
xte circumſcribed within proper bound 

orderly directed by the precepts of reaſon 

and regulated by the moderation of virtut 
and the influence of piety; they are vety 
commendable and pralle - worthy! This ibn 
truth not only aſoertained and ſupported by 
the antient veriters and een of 
Greece and Rome; but as a principle of 
univerſal extent and importance, it is'auths. 
rized and ſanctiſied by the concurtent appto 
bation of divine revelation. And yet, cn. 
ſidering the prevailing power and efficatyief 
the paſſions; it is very heceſſary the ſubjet 
ſhould: be treated with caution and reſerve, 
We would not therefore, by any means, be 
miſunderſtood or miſapprehended. The 
paſſions muſt always be guided and 0 
manded by reaſon and religion, muſt be 
ſubject to their controul and direction, and 
be ſtrictly kept under a due ſubordination't 
innocence, morality, and piety. In ſome 
caſes the paſſions, if not narrowly; watched 
and rationally reſtrained, may pervert: our 
„ and cori upt the integrity of our 
mannes. 
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manners. The paſſions let let looſe, and un- 

n, by vitney would hurry and preeiq- 
pitate us int Manifold criminal exceſſes and e | 
vices : and without the ſober; examination — 

and reſult af reaſom, would eaſily lead us 7 
into numeraus errors, falſe dodtrives. and 

enthuſiaſm... The golden mean therefore 

muſt be judicioully and tighteouſſy obſerved. 

The paſſions are naturally and inpocently in- | 

ſtinive; : they are congenial with our eon | 

ſtitution,, and when ſuffered to exert heit 

| 


influence in 4 proper and virtuous manner, 
muſt be attended with the moſt happy and 
beneficiah conſequences. la ſhort, extirpato 
the human paſſions, frike Mut the feelings. ä 
of natural affection from the breaſt; and 
what would this world be, but 2 ſcene of 
tapine and deſolation? The kind./ father, 

the affectionate mother, the dutiful ſon, the 
tender huſband; the - obedient wife, would 

be names utterly unknown, and confounded 

by vice, brutality and eruelty. But the 
paſſions tightly ſubjected and ordered, have 
been the glorious and happy cauſe of the 


Population of the world, the riſe of ſocieties 
R oy and. 


— At. As. 2 ©. ak. rpm ge HO RE 


180 8 E R M O * VIII. 


wy common-wealths ; have likewiſe: iuun⸗ 
mentally promoted the welfare of individuak, 
the relief of the diſtreſſed, the happineſs of 
| friends, and in general, public and- domeſtic 
felicity. Since therefore the paſſions, when 
religiouſly managed and regulated, ate of 
excellent uſe and ſervice; fince more eſpeci- 
ally, benevolence and pity are proofs, evident 
of a good and virtuous mind, of a temper 
truly heroic and pious, and conſentaneous to 
the dignity of our nature; ſince poets, phi 
loſophers, kings and ſaints, have been in 
every age and under every diſpenſation emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed for humanity, tenderneſs 
and compaſſion: it ſurely, upon all theſe 
accounts, cannot be reprehended in, it can» 
not poſſibly be objected againſt, the character 
of the benevolent and holy Jeſus ; that he 
feelingly ſympathized with the griefs and 
ſorrows of mankind; that he pitied their 
weakneſſes, and commiſerated their diſtreſſes 
and afflictions; and exerted all his. powers 
to comfort and relieve, to ſave and bleſs, all 
thoſe who confided i in his N and 4 
neſs. IS 5 | 


By 


HE | 
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By way of concluſion; let us endeavour, 
from a review of What as been delivered, 
to draw a few. __ eine ad b 
I. And bark dan but binn iy ob- 
ſerve, that the character of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus in every reſpect, and in evety part of his 
conduct, triumphs over the impotent at- 
tacks of malicious enemies. The ſchemes 
of the adverſaries of Chriſt and his goſpel, 
have always proved unſucceſsful and abor- 
tive ; their -poiſonous arrows have miſſed 
their aim, and the blows intended againſt | 
the vital parts of our holy religion have re- 
coiled back on themſelves with redoubled 
vengeance and infamy. Men therefore, | 
before they raiſe cavils, 42 ridicule and 
blaſpheme the tenets of Chriſtianity, ſhould 
be well aſſured that their objections are well 
grounded; but objections againſt the truth 
of the goſpel ean never be ſupported by 
reaſon and argument. For the "goſpel is 
founded on rational principles, and ſupport- 
ed by irreftagable arguments. The ſpirit 
of oppoſition againſt the evan gelical diſpen- 
N 3 ſation 
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tion is notraiſel w nor maintained ks | 
entious doubts! and! indral 'ſcruphes;. but by 
pride and. wickedneſs. Theſe borrupt our 
intelligent faculties, and cauſe us to declaim 
_ againſt choſe thitigs, which our Ovn heirts 
and conſciences wa ve and com 
mend. And it is very natural to conje@hine, 
when life and (morals are impeached and 
condemned by the doctrines and procept 
| of religion 3 that the ons who lead fuch 
bad lives, and whoſe morals ate vicious, 
will induftrioofly cheriſh every appearance 
of objections, and diligently endeavou to 
find out ſome ſpecious motives to impugn 
the hiſtory of the golpel, and to vindicate 
or palliate theie halen and ne 155 
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II. I would Father obſerve abn. che ſub 
1 of this diſoourſe, that it is bad 
philoſophy, and alſo falſe doctrine in dini 
nity, to attempt to eradicate the paſſions, 
and univerſally to deſtroy, without any te- 
ſtriction, their influences and powers. As 
man is compounded of a corporal and ſpi- 
ritual nature, and as the mental abilities ate 

often 
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their nedrorelation'to matter, -or-conjunRion | 
with the body ; the paſſions wete (as hs 
already been intimated) implanted within 
us, to excite and to puſh us forward in the 
exerciſe of probity and religion. An ad- 
dreſs to the paſhons ſhould certainly. never 


be made without prior endeavours: to con- 


vince our judgment by clear reaſonings and 

prevaloncy of truth; hut a tedious and per- 
plexed courſe of argumentation is ſeldom 
underſtood or regarded by the multitude. 
The viſeſt and beſt method in general uf 
conſequenet mult. be this, to ſpeall the 
truth in ſumplicity and plainneſs, to cun- 


vince. mankind what we deliver is true, hy 
clear and eaſy reaſons; and then, on reli- 


gious ſubjects very pathetical and impor- 
tant, to move the paſſions. And undoubt- 
edly our hopes and fears are of uncommon 
ſervice in the cauſe of virtue and piety. 
What breaſt can be ſo hard and callous as 


to remain unimpreſſed with the alarming 


topic of a future general judgment, or wink 


the animating and encouraging proſpect of 


N 4 the 


5 oY 
the recompence of reward and immortal 
joys and glory? One muſt neceſſarily af. 


E IR to your practice from the ſubſtance 
of this diſcourſe, and that is, the exertion 


out of compaſsion and friendſhip for the 
death of Lazarus? Did the Son of God 


tion, and thereby encreaſe their condemna. 
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fright us from the practice of ſin j the other 
engage and Oy n to be good and obedi. 
ent ee 61 Þ1:21$ : 94101 3 62 N 
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I. Another obſetr vation may be. recom» 


of the more mild and generous paſsions, 
reſtrained by innocence and goodneſs; and 
conducted by benevolence. Did Jeſus werp 


grieve for the diſtreſs and affliction of that 


amiable and worthy family? Or was he alſo 


troubled even on account of the impenitent 
and hardened Jews, whom he with ſorrow 
foreſaw would arrogantly and - impioully 
traduce the miracle of Lazarus's' reſurrec+ 


tion? I ſay did Chriſt our Redeemer be- 
have with ſuch affection and lenity? Let 
us learn from ſo great and holy an exam- 
je to encourage tender and generous ſen- 

ſations. 
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fations. Let our gentleneſs and moderation 
be made known unto all men. Let us 


treat our relatives and friends with courteſy 
and kindneſs, bearing one anqther's fail- 
ings and infirmities, and behaving to our 
notorious enemies reg decency and n 
1 But unt d St t ice, yell - 
W. But lady, it is matter of the high+ 
eſt joy and conſolation, that we have a 
high-prieſt who is touched with a fellow- | 
feeling of our infirmities; and having ſuſ- | 
tained and experienced the temptations and @— 
weakneſſes which our nature is expoſed and 
ſubjected to; he not only ſympathizes with, 
us, but alſo is both willing and able to ſuc- 
cour and redreſs us in all our trials, and diſ- 
treſſes. He that wept over Lazarus in the 
grave, cannot fail of pitying the 4wakened 
ſinner ſtruggling to emerge from the dreary 
ſtate of moral darkneſs and ſpiritual death. 
He that commiſerated the cafe of the af- 
flicted family, will not fail to pity us when 
| labouring under domeſtic loſſes, or any ſpe- 
| cies of adverſitity. He that was concerned 
tor the fate of the obſtinate Jews, can ne- 
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of thoſe who fincerely ſeek 
for pardon and everlaſting Jifes:::!Blefled be | 
Vii: — an inectimable gift. May 


. 
. the merits of 
our dect. cha ler an he . 
May we, by a life of a and habitual 
blineſs, . expreſs our ratitade ſor ſuch g 
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Wherefore ſreing w alſo" ure . "gs 
bout with fo great'a tloud: of 20itnefſos, let 
us luy gde cuery dri gut, and "the h that 
doth ſo eaſily beſet ut 5 un ler us run with 
patience the race ſet before us, locking un- 
fo: 9 708 the author and Jo foer” of our 
JO 5555 45 ranger Bee in 


HE apoſtle St. Paul (who is very 

juſtly ſuppoſed to be the author of 
this very uſeful and valuable epiſtle) in 
theſe words alludes to the games | among 
the Grecians. The phraſe to run the 
race is agoniſtical, and refers to ſome an- 


tient 
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tient cuſtons and cleats at Mol poin- | 
5 ſports; and whickwematt i * 


to 


endeavour conciflly to open and explain, 
in order to elucidate and clearly appre- 
hend the war, __ CENT and 


text. 1 65 
| 4 | 7m 33506 | 7 i 2.8 r 
The agones (cor games Were by the . 
Greeks celebrated with much ſolemnity ; 5 
there were ſeveral reſpective ſports and pal- 4 
times exhibited during the ſolemnization e I 0 
them; but the apoſtle here confines hinelf MW 


to one, namely the race. And as St, Paul 
hass compared the Chriſtian life to a race it 
may not prove an unuſeful employment if 
we attempt to ſhew- the juſtice of the re- 
mark and propriety of the compariſon... In 


diſcourſing upon this head, ſome few anti- 
ent cuſtoms and particularities muſt be taken J 
notice of, as they are very remarkable, = | 4 
will throw great _ upon the ſubject. 0 
Ne [43 8 ft, In pe 


RIES IIS. 114 3 _ 14) 

(a) The ayuve; were four; Olympic, Pythian, Ne- 
mzan, Mumian ; in each of theſe there were five ex- 
erciſes, cuffin g, wreſtling, quoiting, leaping, and TU», 

ning. 
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iſt, In the firſt place we ſhall obſerve that 
there was a courſe appointed for the racers 


to run in; which was moreover marked 
with a white line, as deſcribing n, | 
the boundaries of the x % 7 | 
adh The a was te on __ 
fide with inevitable circumſtances of dan- 
ger to thoſe" candidates who diſobeyed or- 
ders, and tranſgreſſed the rules appointed; 
for they not only by diſorder loſt the crown, 
the glorious reward of victory, but they 
loſt their lives; for the courſe was bounded 
with ſwords on' one fide, and i with the river 
OR the other (60 . 
Zaly, The candidates who * in 
theſe games beforehand prepared themſelves 
for the exerciſe; and in the action of run- 
ning were diveſted of weighty and cumber- 
| ſome garments; and tan with patience and 
perſeverance in Sep of all obſtacles or im- 


1 0 pediments 


(5) The nn * are e clearly explained 
both by Dr. Hammond and Dr. Whitby, in their very 
uſeful and judicial annotations en the New Teſtament. 
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nee. of theſe games, there Was an 


antient cuſtoms uſed in the exerciſe, will 
enable us not only to apprehend the ſcope 
and tendency of the apoſtle s - exhortation.; 

but alfo profitably :to.. diſcourſe upon the 
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innumerable concourſe of people aſſembled, 
who. were ſpectators of the ſcene, behold-· 
ing the candidates and expreſſing their ap». 
probation; which they teſtified by applauſes 
and acclamations on all who run well, eſ⸗ 
pecially the / candidate. * objaingd; the 
. 0 * Sts 0. VEIL ECON 1 
. 
a a And lay, lg was a 50 
pointed, who a the crown to thk 
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No ow then; hrs collected ink 


Chriſtian race, appointed to be run- by all 

thoſe, who embrace and obey the religion of 

Jeſus, our Me Maſter and Nai 
But 
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But before: we proceed, let us read once 
, e * b en] chile, 
e « Whereface ring world 8 
paſſed about with ſo great a cloud of wit⸗ 
neſſes, let us lay aſide every weight, and | 
the ſin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us; and let 
us run with patience the race ſet before us, 
looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher 
of our faith; or as it mighit be better and 
more cloſely. rendered, the leader (c) and 
crowner (d) of our faith ; who hath indeed 
ſet us an example, and as tlie great judge 
of mankind; will hereafter reward he 
brave Chriſtian MEI of Slory. a 10 


We n now w.provect t to W che five obſerv· 
ations on this Grecian game and exerciſe 
to the Chriſtian race, and to examine into 
the JU _ ren of the ſunilitude. 


= Our firſt Be chat. hand was 
a courſe appointed in which the racers were 
(e) Arber, inceptor, autor; dx. 
(4) Tawwnig, finitor, conſummator, coronator. 
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to run, and which was alſo marked with u 
white line, deſcribing preciſely the bounds 
and limits of the race. And as there was 
à certain preſcribed courſe determi 
fixed in this Grecian exerciſe, ſo the a 
of our Chriſtian race are deciſively adjuſted 
and ſettled by our redeeming Lord and 
Judge. For he hath, according to his e- 
ternal purpoſe and immutable will decreed, 
that the way of holineſs ſhould be the way 
of ſalvation ; and that the crown of glory 
. ſhall never be worn but by thoſe who run 
the way of the divine commandments; for 
e without holineſs no man ſhall ſee: the 
Lord.” If it ſhould be particularly enquire 
ed, what this holineſs includes and com- 
prehends ? it is anſwered, all the principles 
and practices of natural and revealed reli- 
gion. It comprehends the practice of real 
virtue and ſincere piety; and the exertion 
of all thoſe actions which nature and rea- 
ſon dictate, and which the religion of Je- 
ſus has ordained her votaries faithfully and 
diligently to perform. And here let it be 


conſidered, that no partial and deſultory 
performances 
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performances can ever. be GaisfaGtory and a- 
greeable, * Chtiſtian | holineſs. is not caprici- 
ous and fanciful ; 34 it is not changeable as the 
lunar ſeaſons, unſteady and inconſtant. | 
Thoſe governed by the inflexible and fixed 
laws of our religion, are not toſſed about 
with, every: guſt of paſſion, and carried a- 
way from the firm purpoſe of obeying t che 
injunctions of the goſpel by the artifice of 
temptation or ſeduction of the devil. They 
are not ſaints to-day, heated with imagi- 
nary and deluſive impulſes and raptures, and 
to-morrow very finners, cool in their duty, 
and without ſpirit and vigour in their Chriſ- 
tian warfare. No: evangelical ſalvation in- 
ſtructs us to ſerve God in holineſs and righ- 
teouſneſs all the days of our life. Let us 
not then fondly deceive ourſelves, and cry, 
peace, peace, where | is no peace. For there 
can be no true holineſs, where the paſſions 
are not under due reſtraint and government; 1 
where juſtice and honeſty are wanting; ; 
where benevolence and charity are not ha- 
bitually exerciſed ; and where the pofitive 


duties (ſuch. as 2 conſtant attendance Þ 5 
"0" 09", 
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tlie prayers of the church, and Frequent 
communion, Kr. ) are not frequently 26d 
Ntatedly obeyed. All theſe. vittiies, flowing 
from fincerity of heaft, and an humble faith 
in our "Redeemer, operating at all tinies and 
ſeaſons with uniformity and perſevetance, 
conſtitute true Chriſtian holineſs. And as 
| with a white Tine, nay with 'a ſun-beam, 
they ; are accordin gly marked and conſpicu- 
oully revealed i in the holy etui. 1 


II. Our ſecond obſervation was, that 1 
Grecian courſe was bounded on each file 
with danger, with ſwords on the ohe, and 
a river on the other; ſo that the candidates 
could not tranſgreſs the rules of the tate 
without the utmoſt hazard and peril, * with- 
out deſtruction by the weapons or the Wa- 
ter. The conſequences of diſobedience and 
diſorder in this caſe could not be warded off 
nor eluded; they muſt terminate with . 
grace, infamy and death. And this is 2 
very lively reſemblance of the courſe bf 


Chriſtian holineſs. Whoever deviates from 


the path of e n lales the 
fayour 


8 


of 


as ek edt de. 
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favour of God, and · brings miſery and ſor- 
row eternal apon himſelf. We are miſ- 
taken, if we idly imagine that che com- 
mandments of the Almighty are of no im- 
portance, no conſequence; 5 and that we 
may keep or break them at pleaſure, without 
honour or diſhonour; and more | eſpecially 


in caſe of an habitual breach and violation 


of them, without: ſuffering an adequate de- 
triment and puniſhment. No. God is a 


righteous judge, and will not ſuffer the da- 


ting tranſgreſſors of - his laws; to waere un- 
condemned and with impunity. For the 


wages of ſin are death; and whatſoever a 


man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. Thoſe 
who have done good, ſay the ſame ſcrip- 
tures, ſhall go into life | everlaſting, and 


thoſe who have done evil -into;;everlaſting 
fre. The-copſequences of ſin unrepented 


of are therefore very dangerous and fatal. 


It is true, God is love, and his mercy 


is over all his works: it is a thought in- 


deed full of conſalation, that by the death 
of Chriſt. all men may be ſaved; and that 
O 2 the 


a 
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the ſupreme Being is ever ready, with wide 
and extended arms, to receive the penitent 
and contrite ſinner: but though there"; 
mercy reached forth to thoſe WD reject 
their ſins, and forſake a vicious method vf 
living, and alſo enter on a courſe of a new und 


unfeigned obedience; yet it muſt be remem- 


bered, that the impenitent and hardened 
ſinners; who willfnot tread in the path of the 
divine commandments, nor obey the goſpe! 


of Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, theſe muſt be 
cut off, and that without remedy. They 
will be deſtroyed by the ſword of the Al- 
mighty, or periſn in the floods of 84 
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II. But indy, another cobſcrratigll 


this; that the candidates in the Iſthmian 
ſports prepared themſelves before- hand, for 


the performance of each reſpective exer- 
ciſe; and in that of the race, when they 


ran, they ran as free and diſengaged as poſ- 
ſible, and couragiouſly perſiſted to reach 
and gain the end of the goal, notwitb- 


NY all obſtacles and impediments, àc- 


cidentally 
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cidentally ot maliciouſſy thrown: in [their 
way. And herein they ſet tous Chriſtians. 
2 noble and ſtriking example of religious 
preparation and vigour. Fhey diſplay to 
us alſo thei neceſſity of thoſe eminent vir- 
tues, [patience and perſeverance, in order to 
invigorate and ſtrengthen us in our duty. We 
ſhould prepare ourſelves for running the Chriſ- 
tian race, by begging anti imploring the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Almighty ta endow us witli 
grace and vigourꝭ and by reading and hear- 
ing the worde of God. This is as it were 
traverſing the plain, and exerciſing our in- 
tellectual i fadulties very advantageouſly and | 
uceefsfollyii-And/when our ſpiritual pow -. 
ers are thus devoutly: exerciſed 3- when we 
are well informed of the ground of our 
duty, and alſo by good actions made the 
eourſe of holineſs familiar to us; then with. 
this preparation (having our loins girt and 
our lamps burning) we need not fear to 
run the race with honour and applauſe 
from God ancdꝭ all the ſaints. But the Gre- 
cian candidates were diveſted of: heavy. and 
W garments. And we, if we 
| O 3 would 


g SERMON In. 


_ would rin with ſpirit and ſucceſs, muſt lap 
aſide the weight of vanity ant [folly ; we. 
muſt bridle and controul the {appetite- for 
immoderate en, and eaſt ag. as 
and eee ee hang 
unruly paſſions, as a grrat weight,/-preſk 
down the immortal foul, and ſmother in 
their birth all good deſires arid affections; 
and prevent their growth inte virtuous and 
pious actions. Let us therefore put away 
the encumbrances of vice ; let us not ſpate 
our foibles, our complexional failings 3 but 
let us caſt away and boldly; my an our 
3 our nne ſins. >1g #9 


b 


LH ini Thus 1 
7 — the! conteſt may be trying 
the conflict may be ſevere. -:-H&x& our cou» 
rage and perſeverance will be put to the 
proof. Thoſe enemies, though routed, will 
frequently rally and return to the charge 
with impetuoſity and violence of attack; 
and ſometimes attempt a conqueſt by craſti- 
neſs and ſurprize: But religious: valour and 
perſe- 
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perſeverance, will in the end baffle every 
ſtratagem of Satan, and trium h over every. 
vicious - oppoſition, and evil bit of the 
mind. ot behaviour. _ However, after all, 
we haye need of patience. Trials of many 
ſorts muſt neceſſarily be ſuſtained, and, a 
variety of temptations will perpetually ho- 
ver over us in this ſtate of probation. The 


charms of Pleaſure, and the deceitful ap- 


pearance gf ſome. vices, il certainly diſ- 


cover the ſincerity of our h carts, and the 
genuineneſz of. our virtues. The rod of af- 
fiction, and holy. diſcipline will openly make 
known, Whether our boaſted - reverence, 
of God, and; ſubmiſſion to him, . were 
ſpurious. o upfeigned. For adverſity pulls 
of the maſk, drops the ſemblance and diſ- 
guiſe, and uncovers our moſt concealed i in- 
tentions, Wall a man ſerye God for nought? ? 
Let us therefore be patient in adverſity, and. 
endure unto. the end, though many rubs 
and difficulties impede. our progreſs i in run- 
ning the Chriſtian race. Let us not ſerve 
from the en of oreilenee, but act as 


94. good 


* of 


j 
z 
[ 
is „ 
7 
0 
4 
* 
1 


r 3 > ; * ; #: Wan 4 4 os. 2 
1 r 0 24 * - 3 9 
260 8E NM 6 N IX. 


good and bomble Chriſtians,” y ME 
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IV. In the Grecian games, we MEL mated; 


that there were preſent, at' this pompous and 


Tar: N 


ſolemn celebration, ahihnumefäble, concourſe 
of people collekted together; either, by way 
of curiolity, or ampſerhent; who were os 


neſſes of che ſecne, beholding and a pplaud- 


ing each deſervitg candidate, en petialty him, 
who by ſuperior agility and ftrength; obtalned 


the prize. And are not we Chriſti als in 


fi milar cireumſtances? "Ate not We, Who 
pioully run the Chriſtian race, - ene conpilſed 
alſo about with'a fo cloud f witnelles? 
Ves, we are; An witneſſes who have Fon 


in the fame els of öbediehce, enge aged! in 


the ſame relis gidus eXercifes and thilts;” and 
triumphantly” won the e crown of Holy vidory, 
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And ſurely this is 4 "ſtrong motive, An el. 


16 


vening encouragement, and ſhould influence 


and inſpirit us chearfully, to. 1 plactiſe even 


the moſt ſevere and mottifying Anda of the 
goſpel. The apoſtle calls the Jewill wor- 
thies, a cloud of witneſſes. Now a cloud 
among 
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among able Gfirbrs, eſpeclally the poets; 
is uſed for àa multirade ( This cloud of 
witneſſes,” according to this comment, com- 
prehends all thoſe good and zealbus per- 
80 mentioned l in "the cleventh chapter of 
this fame epiltle to the Hebrews; who, by 
their ſentimeits and actions: Exemplarily 
declared how much they preferred” faith to 
ſight, and ther hopes and expectations in 
the Meſſiah to came, to all mundane inte- 
reſts and ſubluary advantages: They ra- 
ther choſe” to dure afflickton with the 
children of God than obtain honours and 


riches; chat e might be dã8cDUHted worthy 


of nobler gramdeur and dignities, it the realms 


of immortal happinefs and joy. Ane pethaps 


the apaſtle calls them 4 cloud of witneſſes, 
not only, by reaſon of their number and 
multitude, but alſo by way of direction 77 
For ſome cxpoſttors hav ſuppoſed that the 
word bete has, 4. A re mode of ex- 


9 i 


(e Homer and Virgil. 


This is an — of Mi. Burkitt, in his 
Expokition, on; his pollage of, ſeripture-.. 


preſſion, 
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preſſion, reference.to.the. lowdin,the wikier- 


neſs, For as there, was, a; clqud that went 
before tlie children of Iſrarl in their progreſs 


through, the deſert, enlightening and guiding. 


them; ſo; this, cloud of; witneſſes mentioned 


by St. Paul, by. way of guidange and. dirgcy 
tion, exgmplacily: pointed out the way tq 


holineſs and, beayen.. :Confidering:therefore, 
that, we Chriſtians. are encompaſſed about 
with a cloud of witneſſes, theſe Jewiſh; ex» 


amples of courage and conſtanqq are offered 
to our imitation, with great propriety and 
adxantage. For we enjoy a grgater OL * 


divine knowledge, and are bleed with 
gracious, privileges. But. 


Chriſt i in the fleſh, were enabled to diſdain 
2, mean ſubjection to their vices, to ſuſtain 


the heavy preſſure of perſecution and cala . 


mity, and to perſiſt in the practice gf moral 
and religious duties; how much more. ſhould 
the profeſſors of the evangelical diſpenſation, 
boldly and pertinaciouſly combat and en- 
counter with the vices and follies of the'age, 


and be gloriouſly ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in 
the 


ae 
the Hebrew ſaints, beſore the adxent of 
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refreſh the faiat- ant :drooping ſpirits; we 
need not ſpare to-animate you with a erouded 
memorial af them in later tioes./ For ho 
is the ſacred liſt enereaſed} the holy catalogue 
multiplied and enlarged, with: multitudes of 
faints and martyrs in every age, eſpecially 
during the primitive ſtate of the chriſtian 
church. Theſe venerable perſons have not 
only ſvelled the religious toll, but afforded: | 
us clear and ſhining proof of ſineere obedi- 
ence and Chriſtian purity. Theſe as kind 
and faithful monitors exhort mankind to 
lire as they lived with integrity and;honour, 
and to die in the Lord 28 they alſo died. 
And let us remember for our comfort, that 
theſe bright examples of faith and piety, 
were men of hke paſhons with us were 
ſubject to infirmities, and in every reſpect 
naturally were ſuch frail and weak creatures 
as ourſelves: but they powerfully demonſtrate 
how, — and eſſicacious the divine 


grace 
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grace is; when teceived in anhvdeſt; a good 
heart. They alſo actually diſcover, How- 
poſſible it is for thoſe who are diſpoſed to 
run well, to do their duty confiſtently and 
effeually. Their helper was the Lerd. 
Their courage and piety were derived from 
above. The holy ſpirit of theit God inſpired 
them with zeab and patience; and by look 
ing unto jeſuscby faith and prayer they were 
faved. And though we are not ſuffielent 
of Gurſelves to behart with: equal fortitude 
and goodneſs; yet if we follow their example, 
and implore the bleſſing of heaven, we alſo 
in due time ſhall ard 1 ſavation of our 
. ed as 9208 
8 71012 248 | WIL 
ind: theſe Faithfal ane now „ 
in glory, thoughethey poſſibly do not view 
the ſcene of our trial; though as the ſcrip- 
tures are entirely ſilent upon this head, and 
give not the leaſt countenance, even abſurdly 
to ſuppoſe that they behold the preſent can- 
didates for celeſtial bliſs, running the Chtiſ- 
tian race; yet as there is joy in heaven over 
one ſinner who „ we may from thence 
very 
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very ſafely collect and 1 that when we 

do well and: abound in all good works; 

then, When the \tonverfion of a ſinner, and 

the virtues of the pious, by divine order and 

proclamation, are diſcloſed and publiſhed to 
the heavenly inhabitants, we may be well 

aſſured that they congratulate each other on 
the ſucceſs of Chriſt's goſpel, and that their 
joy is encreaſed even a thouſand fold. How- 
ever this may be, we may be indubitably 
aſſured, that when we haye happily reached 
the end of the goal, and obtained the glo- 
rious prize; they will welcome us into the 
common and immortal manſions, with ſongs 
of joy and triumphant acclamations ! -/ 


V. The laſt obſervation. denoted, - that 
there was a judge appointed, in the Iſth- 
mian games, who preſented the ſucceſsful 
candidate with the reward, the crown of 
victory. And Jeſus Chriſt, by the appoint- 
ment of God the Father, is ordained to be 
the judge of the quick and dead. He that 
is the author and finiſher, or rather the 
leader and crowner of our faith, is decreed 
to 
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the tremendous day of judgment, he. will 
| be 
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to judge the worldiih cightdinalindls.” And 
though the thought of a general: Judgement, 
with all its terrific circumſtances of awe ain 
ſolemnity, naturally aſtoniſhes and invades 


(the mind with timidity and horror; yet upon 


a repeated review, when: the tenderneſs and 
lenity of our: Judge are recollected, when we 
conſider him alſo in the character of à Me- 
diator; We may baniſh our fears, and he 


well aſſured that che: ſentence of cendemna-· 


tion will not be paſſed upon any, but thoſe 
who by their impenitence, and accumulatod 


vickedneſſes, have heaped up for themſelves 


wrath againſt the day of wrath. Bleſſed be 
God therefore, chat our leader is to be our 
Judge: he himſelf came down from heaven, 
vas made man, became obedient to the 
las of his heavenly father, and preceded 


us in running the race of piety and virtue. 


And notwithſtanding he met with repulſes 
of troubles and perſecutions, yet he endured 


the croſs and deſpiſed che ſhame, and is now 
gloriouſly and majeſtically ſet down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. And an 


w 
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be graciquſly pleaſed to-titcibute-erowns f 
celeſtial glory, to all thoſe who ned che 
Chriſtian prize of 'h6lindfs, and ſerved the 
moſt high upon earth wich Fidelity and care. 
he compatifon' here is defective and con- 
fined, becauſe only one amomg many candi- 
dates, could poſſibly obtain the earthly prize: 
bat in tlie Chriſtian! race, every perſevering 
candidate "for virtue and heaven, hall be 
preſented notwith a corruptible; but an ĩnebor- 
roptible crotyn. For verily chere is a reward 
for the rightebus. The day bf univerfil 
judgment and general retribution will at 
length arrive, when vice ſhall be depreſſed 
and virtue exalted. Then a clear explication 
of wiſe and ſevere diſpenſations· will be made 
known, and a clue will be afforded us, to 
unravel all che intricacies bf providence, to 
vindicate the petfettions of che U 
Being. 


Unto this 1 40 of the Lord, candito 
our benevolent and divine Judge, let us look 
with ardency of faith, and confidence of 
relief, whenever we grow faint or weary in 
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our PIO If we continue ſtedfaſt and 


unſhaken in the exerciſes of, c our, holy voca- 
tion, and let patience have its perfect work; 


yet a little while, and all our labours and 
ſufferings {hall be recompenſed with adequate 
and full rewards... The thoughts of heavenly 


joys and future happineſs, ſhould calm the 


4 


ſtorms of murmurs and complaints; ſhould 
chear our deſponding ſpirits, and arm us 


ö with freſh ſtrength and courage. And the 


nearer we approach the end of our courſe, 


the brighter and more ſplendid will PRE 


our crowns of glory. 
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To 3 * ſum up the ſubſtance 


of what has been delivered. Thoſe who 


run the Chriſtian race, muſt run orderly 
and vigorouſly, with patience, courage, and 


. perſeverance. | They ſhould tenaciouſly ad- 


here to the doctrines and precepts of the 
goſpel, and never ſwerve nor go aſtray from 
the good old path, the way of holineſs, as 


marked out and revealed in the ſacred” 
oracles of veracity and piety, . And notwith- 


ſtanding t the race may be perplezed with, many 


bs 


obſtacles 
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obſtacles and impediments. in ſome parts 
very uneaſy and unpleaſant, and ſtrown 
with thorns and briars; yet we muſt en- 
deavour to riſe ſuperior to all our difficulties; 
we muſt raiſe our views and apprehenſions 
to nobler objects; we muſt ſtedfaſtly look 
unto the recompence of reward, and endure 
with a ſubmiſſi ve mind ſpiritual toils and la- 
bours ; and ſurmounting every oppoſition of 
the world, the fleſh and the devil, hold faſt 
the confidence of hope even unto the end. 
We ſhould alſo be animated and invigorated 
with the cloud of Jewiſh worthies and chriſ- 
tian witneſſes, and their encouraging exam- | 
ples. And as. we advance towards the 
period and final concluſion of this holy 
exerciſe; we ſhould collect our whole ſtrengtng 
and powers, we ſhould ſummon up all our 
force and vigour, and ſtretch every nerve to 
come off ſucceſsful and victorious ; every 
day growing more and more emulous and 
ambitious of obtaining the Chriſtian prize. 
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Shadrach, Meſbach and Abednego anſwered 
and ſaid to the king:: O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful to anſiuer thee in this 

matter, : If it be ſo, our God, whom tue 

ſerve, is able to deliver us from the turning 
fiery furnace, and he mill deliver us out of 
thine hands, O king. _ But if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, 4hat we will not 


ſerve thy gads, nor . the golden i image 
_ which thau haſh ſet up 


HE prophet Daniel was one of the 
illuſtrious and royal Hebrew priſoners 
taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, in the reign of Jehoiakim king 

"= of 
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of Judah. He was a perſon 10 extraor- 
dinary merit, uncommon” learning and abr̃ 
lities, and eminent for devotion and piety. 
And though upon account of his numerous 
accompliſhments and excellencies he reſided 
in the imperial palace, and was privy coun- 
ſellor to the Babyloniſh emperor ;. yet his 
honours and preferments could never ſully 
his virtues, nor ſhake his faith in the one 
true and only God; they could neither de- 
file his mind, corrupt his morals, nor in- 
duce him to change his religion. Such an 
excellent ſpirit was in him, that with a 
diſpoſition the moſt amiable and engaging, 
he poſſeſſed alſo unparalleled courage, con- 
ſtancy and inflexibility of ſoul, in aſſerting 
the worſhip of the fupreme Being, and in 
obſerving the commands and cuſtoms of 
the Jewiſh law. No marvel, he was a per- 
ſon therefore greatly beloved, in favour with 
God, and reverenced and eſteemed by all 
Ry | En „ 4 0 I-42 
METS n * 
The n conſiſts of a variety of pro- 
phecies very intereſting and important; and 


thoſe 
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thoſe eſpocially which refer to the advent 


of the Meſſiah, and the ſufferings and death 
of Chtiſt Jeſus our Redeemer are- ſet forth 


ſo clearly and plainlys that next to Iſaiah, he 
may juſtiy claim the title of the evangelical | 


prophet (a). However; the book is not 
_ wholly prophetical ; he has ĩnterſperſed here 
and there ſome account of himſelf and his 
friends. In the ſixth chapter, withi great 
modeſty and ingenuity, he relates an extta- 


ordinary ciumſtance of his life, in which 


his faith Was put to a very ſevere trial, and 
his virtue moſt, critically and nicely examin- 


ed and explored. - And yet ſo undaunted | 
was his reſolation, ſo:firm- and eſtabliſhed | 


his faith, ſo-couragioully, devout. and religi- 
ous was his conduct; that after ſentence, of 


death was ſolemnly Morn an n for his 
31 17 nt 7 * K IS } ſteady 


(a) we eos * qui de Meſſia ſeripſere,” per- 


quam diſertus eſt Efaias. Liber autem ejus non tam 


vaticinia continere, quam evangelia videtur. Cæte- 
rum vaticinandi virtute nemo præ Daniele eſt; docet 
enim quo tempore ſ ſit venturus Meflias, & regum ediſ- 
ſerit ſequentium ſeriem, annoſque numerat : & nequid 
deſit, etiam -prenuntia addit ſigna. Vid. Cunzum de 
Rep. Hebr. 
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ſivudy imegrity and obedience 2 laws - 
of his God, and he was vigorouſly: co. 


elty and rape of ravenous beaſts f blood 


ö 

| 
1 
1 


demnedꝭ to be expoſed to the infatiable cru- 


and prey; with the divine grace and affiſt. 
artee he walked to the den of Bons with 
the ſame ſerenity and tran „ as other 
mem would do whem entering their cha- 
ber in erder be fepoſb en à bed of "own, 
And to encourage mankind to ſerve 'God, 
and to live righteoufly and holily' in this 


worlds Re has alſo given us an aneedete of 


the trial, ſufferings; and exemplary virtue 


| AfiS bravery of bis three friends, Shadrach, 
Meſhach, and Abednege. Phe fuct was 


thus: Nebuckadnezzar the king being cke 


ted with ſucceſs on his late victorzes and 
triumphs over the people of Tſrael; and 


many other warlike nations, preſumptuouſ- 
ly and impiouſly ordained and decreed to 
equal himſelf with divinity, and to appoim 
a certain ceremonial of religious adoration 


and worſhip, in Honour to His picture, ſta- 
tue or image; and which, to ſtrike the be- 


holders. and adorers with more awe and &o- 


NE RMON N 813 
lemnity, he had: enſhrinedt and adotned iu 
moſt magnificence and eupenee . Aud from 
the hiſtorꝝ id ſeems. unũouted, that he or- 
dered this ſuperſtitious ceremany by the ad- 
vice and. at the inſtigatiom of his eri and 
corrupt - officers and miniſters 5 who: by: this 
ſtep. and proe r eee to n the 
ous ende, in-iifamiy anddifgrate-etths their | 
ſovereign () . They choſe: to begin with the 
at this time feemed to he placed too nrar the 
emperor; and ſo much: in foyab grace and 
favour, - that they did not dare and praſume: 
to inform againſt and impeach-ſo; reſpeable 
a ſervant. But by low cunning, and the: 
moſt infamous methods of: crafts; and arti- 
confidents'y and by a fucceſsfull proſecution; 
of them, they did: not duubt moſt fully to 
CO n ruin FOR _ ere 1 
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| Kiniſelf." A decree thierefore wis accordingly | 
drawn up and publiſhed, importing, that 
whoever did not obey the ceremonial of this 
prophane and idolatrous worſhip,” ſhould 
meet with the puniſhment intended. But 
the Hebrew worthies, Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abednego, fully convinced of the unity 
of the Deity, and the pernicious and fatal con- 
fequences of authority, would not condeſcend 
to bow the knee doicnoter Raul, and wor- 
hip that which was no God, but the work 
of men's hands; nor indeed —— be- 
ing, whether imperial or angelical, but the 


one true God alone. The conſequence of 


their religious courage and bravery expoſed 
them even to the immediate danger of tranſ- 
greſſing the verbal orders of their ſovereign, 
delivered petſonally; but they had the in- 
trepidity and holy boldneſs: before the em- 
peror himſelf, to declare they were careleſs 
of their lives and fortunes in a cauſe ſo glo- 
rious and divine, and that their God was able 
to deliver them; but as the ways of -provi- 
dence were an unfathomable .abyfs, they 
deſired to commit themſelves into the hands 

: | of 
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of a good and merciful Creator, and would 
never, from any motive whatever, be diſ- 
poſed to x ee by any rr 
He had n ont hy. 
| + ee ul RG $1: 2413 t $331 11 4/13 4952; 67 
10 Sbadzach, Beſhach, arcs 
fweredand faid-to the king: O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, we are not careful to anſwer thee 
in this matter. If it be ſo, our God, whom 
we ſer ve, is able to deliver us from the burn- 
ing fiery furnace, and he will: deliver us out 
of thy hands, O king. But if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we will 
not ſerve thy Gods, nor worſhip the golden 
image which thou haſt ſet up.” And they 
were as gloriouſſy and miraculouſly deli- 
vered, as they voluntarily and heroically of- 
fered their lives for the truth of their pro- 
feſſion and religion. What an inſtance is 
here of truly religious fortitude! How 
grand and venerable, how noble and vir- 
tuous is their anſwer! it is equal, if not 
ſuperior to any reply ever made by the moſt 
admired patriots of ancient Greece or Rome, 
in the * of liberty, and love of their 


country: 
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obuntry: the one defied: puttiſhnients and 
death, when their evil and worldly. rights 


were in danger; the other, when the wor⸗ 


ſhip of the true God, and their ſpiritual 
n ne in ene And theſe 
Nee and — 1 they = 
intended to inſpire us with a virtuous emu+ 
lation, and an heroic ardour in the courſe 
of holineſs and piety, and to influence u 
with the ſpirit of intrepidity and courage in 
our warfare againſt the enemies of our ſouls; 


the world, the. fleſh, and ihe devil. We 


have ſelected the words of the text there 
fore, as they afford us a fair opportunity oi 
diſcourſing upon that very eminent and 


tue very neceſſary in our conteſts: with our 
fears and our vices, to embolden us with 


ſtrength of reſolution, and to animate us 


with pious, practical bravery in the good 


fight of faith and obedience. For notwith- 
ſtanding the rage of perſecution in matters 
of conſcience has been long ſuppreſſed, and 


_ flames of the het burning fiery-furnace 


happily 


Se LM © ** x; | 25 | 
happily/and generouſty put out and ed. 
guiſbed y the Reformation, and the proſe 
perous ſtates: of Proteſtantiſm; theugh the 
profeſſors of true and undefiſed religion are 
no more tre itte the den of lions, and 
expoſec toi cruel and ra venous beaſts of 
prey; yet good Chriſtians, and worthy en- 
ſeientious· perſons, have in evety age, and in 
this preſent! (fon, very violent foes, infer« 
nat and human; to contend with. Our 
moſt inveterate enemy is the devil, who is 
for erer wateking our deſtruction, and at- 
tempting, either by S$reQ or inſidious me- 
thods of attack, to ſap or aſſault our view 
ues, to undermine or weaken the ramparts 
and fortreſs of our duty, and to ſubdue or 
ſurprize us with vicious pleaſures. Thus 
our paſſions may be inflamed and heated; 
we may be deſtroyed by the viokenee of un- 
ruly defires, and the rapacity of appetite; 
and expoſedꝭ to the turmult and rage of im · 
petuous temptations. And men are natu- 
rally weak and indolent in the work of theit 
falvation; very apt to fink into a ſtate of 
* ſupineneſs and luke warmneſs of mind 
. what 


\ 
\ 
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what need, great need, then 1 be 
animated and inſpirited with Chriſtian for- 
titude, to rouze up the latent ſeeds of holy 
courage, to warm and enliven the frigid 
breaſt, and arm the ſoul with. that reſolu- 
tion and bravery, which is neceſſary to 
conquer our vices, and to perſiſt in a prac- 
tical diſcharge of our duty both to God 
and man? In the remaining part of this 
diſcourſe, with the Almighty's leave and 
aſſiſtance, we ſhall firſt define the meaning 
of Chriſtian fortitude; and then, in the ſe- 
cond Mace, more —_— * en 
explain it. D Won 08 en e 


Christian Ame is an evangelical virtue 
nee to man by the divine grace 
and goodneſs; which, repreſſes vain and 
exceſſive fears; riſes ſupetior to all the ſe- 
ductions of pleaſure, wealth, and ambition, 
howeyer grand or profitable; conſpicuouſſy 
alſo diſplays itſelf in the uniform and habi- 
tual exerciſe of good works, however diffi- 
cult and laborious, however impeded in the 
progreſs by danger and oppoſition z/and laſt- 
| 1 Es + 
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Iv, has the love of virtue and piety 10 much 
and ſincerely at heart, as with the Jewiſh 
worthies and primitive martyrs of Chriſtia- 
nity, to prefer the ax, the flames, and the 
moſt ignominious and painful death (c), to 
an aberration from our duty, to a depraved 
and corrupted mind, or impure and vitiated 
morals. And thoſe who in this lukewarm 
and degenerate age, endeavour to cultivate 
and improve ſuch brave and heroic ſenti- 
ments, and true magnanimity, are - ſincere 
profeſſors of the religion of Jeſus; and per- 
| haps are more valiant and couragious than 
the moſt renowned and celebrated heroes of 
antiquity; however are infinitely more nobly 
employed, and much better and more hon- 
ourably engaged.) 55 „ 


4 * 
0 | | 


1 We have on as entrance 'of the defi- 
nition of Chriſtian fortitude; declared it to 


0 83 her liber? "ER qui Ra 
Quem neque pauperies, neque mors, neque vincula 
terrent: | 
Nef Ponfare cupidinibus, contemnere honores fortis. 
= Hor. Sar. lib. 2. 


be 
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be a virtue communicated. to man ay the 
divine grace: and goodneſs. . This. cireum- 
Nance, there is an abſolute and indiſpenſihle 
neceſſity of mentioning. For in gur. ſpiritual. 
warfare we art not to depend upon-onr/own. 
ſtrength. nor to oonfide in our on ſeeming 


gealed and frozen. 
cowardly denial; yet conſcious only ef ima - 


EA N * 


reſolution, powers and abilities. St. Petar. 


elated with zeal, and animated with he 


diſcourſe of his divine maſter, could nat 


poſlibly conceive how his ardour was to be 


eooled, and the fervency of his ſpirit. cot 
And though Chriſt, Je- 
ſus our Redee mer predicted his baſe and 


ginary courage: and ideal bravery, he was ſo 
hardy and ſanguine, in a vaig and conceited 
opinion of his own piety and courage, to 


contradict the prophecy of the Meſſiah, and 
Precipitately and injudiciouſly - to aver, he 
would ſaffer the loſs of life rather than the 
loſs of honour and virtue. But let it be 


remembered to the eternal confufion of vain 
boaſters, that when the cock crew, Peter 
wept. We ſhould therefore carefully reflect 
that all our ſufficiency is of God : * he 


is 
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is the fountain of mercies, the ſource of 
virtue, the author uf every good and perfect 
gift: let us remember that we are, frail; 
infirm and imperfect creatures, that we can 
do nothing of ourſelves ;'but that all our 
rwed from above; and are only to be ob- 
tained hy humble and earneſt prayer to the 
throne of heaven. And we need not queſ- 
tion, but a proportionable aid of the divine 
aſſiſtance will be communicated, and an 
adequate ſupply and portion of ſpiritual aid 
be granted, if we entreat the ſupreme, all- 
mighty, and all-good Being, to afford us it 
in For the — of Chriſt * 


n. Paik td come more ä to the 
point: Chriſtian: fortitude primarily conſiſts 
in reprefling vain and exceflive fears. For 
whilſt the fear of man damps and depreſſos 
the ſpirits, no grand and virtuous actions can 
be undertaken or:accompliſhed. The coward 
as well as 8 'will cry out, there 
is 2 lion in the way” to piety, induſtry, and 

glory; 


„% „% * 
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glory; and will be affected with si 
and perturbation in the moſt reſpectable 


religion. But men ſubject to mean and da- 


ſingularly good? The ſons of Anak and 
Amalek, by the report of the baſe and 


cauſes, even thoſe of honour; virtue, and 


tardly trepidations, can never expect to ef- 
fectuate any worthy, or holy work : becauſe 


they tremble at the very appearance of refiſt- 


ance, magnify and enlarge every ſeeming 
difficulty, and multiply the number and 


ſtrength of their adverſaries. And if this ih 


the caſe, how in the midſt of a naughty . 


and wicked: world, could they dare to be 


cowardly ſpies, were reckoned invulnetable 
and invincible, and impoſſible to be ſubdued 
and conquered: but the brave Caleb, the 
ſon of Jephunneh, ſhewed the true ſpirit of 


I fortitude: his heart was a ſtranger to fear 


and timorous councils, and faithfully: deli- 
vered to Moſes his opinion; that they could 
never be able to ſtand before the arms and 
valour of the Iſraclites, his countrymen3 | 


and accordingly in the courſe of the year, 


they were utterly deſpoiled and vanquiſhed. 
TH Let 


* Kt ON K 35 
Let us therefore guard againſt; vain fears 
and timidity) of mind: let us not fay* - 
who can ſtand before the children of 
Anak? that is, before the prevalence of 
folly, the force of vicious cuſtoms, and the 
ſtrength of ſpeciots and beibiiching temp- 
tations? Büt let us lay afide” the ſpitit of 
ſervile bondage and irreligious fear; and let 
us boldly ' affett the cauſe f virtue, the 
| honour: f our God; and by all means 
through god report and evil report, whether” 
praiſed or defamed, work out our own falva-' 
tion. Fbr to ger fd of all vain and fupers 
fuous fears is'the firſt part * © true AEGIS 
fortitude. WEST "OS TA Oe | $ 
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II. Tie und 7 ot Wi" cou-' 
rage is to rie ſuperiour to all the ſeductions 

of vice, however grand or profitable. For 
when we ure un- embaraſſed with worldly 
fears, and diſencumbred of imaginary con- 
ceits of harms and terrots, teſulting from a 
virtuous fingularity of behaviour; the next 
and immediate adverfary to grapple and 
contend with, is a variety of temptations :” 
Q_ theſe 


„ SEAN K. 


theſe, in order and ſugceſſion, will be gradu- 
ally adapted to the preſcpt frame and dif. 


_  poſitign gf pr. mind; the poor ang neceſſic. 


grandeur preſented to and thraꝶ before 


tous Will! tempted. by the love of money, 
Which is the. og of all eyil; others will 3 
enlpgred, by. the. pleaſures. of, {enſe 4. ſome. 
will, haye. the baits af pz parade, and 


them; and others for the trial of their faith 
1 Patience, may undergo the ſequrge. of 
clit in 954er ta be refined in the fu: 
1 But the good, 2nd hf 
Chee. mult not be caught and epſnaggd. 


ig the traps and wiles of wickednęſs; the lo 
of filthy lucre muſt have no relidgngy 4 in 


their boſoms. Their religion is not founded 


on ſelf. interest: the. practi of Chriſtiagity. | 
docs not. in any meaſure depend. en rreſ- 
tial hopes, expectations, and rewards: heb: 
ther is the ſincere and good man to. be er, 
moved from the exerciſe of his duty by avy. 
| threats, or promiſes. The bold ayd noble 
reply of Balaam, to che ambaſſadors of hg 
king of Moab is worth repeating and. deſepy⸗ 
ing gur confideration. * Balaam an: 


ſwered 


* 
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if Balak would give me his houſe, full af 

filrer and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
cious gratiſications would endeavgur to re · 
duce the ſoul, when ſenſual ones would 
lull conſcience: aſlecp. and purchaſe; mo- 
mentary. ſhort'lined joys, at the  expence 
of hongur and virtue; v ſhould recollect 
ourſelyes with the chaſte. and hal pattiarch, 
and foreſeeing all the diſmal tin andgctul 
conſequence. of folly, luxury, ang muety z 
fay with him, „Ho ſhall Le grpas 
wickedneſs, and fin againſt God.” And 
whatever the ſenſualiſt and prophane may 
think; it is more £qyragious to reſiſt temp- 
tations, and to wage ſuccesful war with inor- 
dinate appetites and deſires, than ſunk in floth 
and cowardice, to yield ourſelves willing pri · 
ſoners and captives to the indulgence af fa- 
vourite vices and paſſions : the end of which | 
muſt COR prova our n vin — | 


OG 
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III. But religious courage is not only vi- 
9 able in repreſſing vain and exceſſive feats, 
and riſing ſuperior to the ſeductions of vice; 
however lucrative or enſnaring: but Chrif. 
tian fortitude is alſo conſpicuouſly diſplayed, 
in the conſtant and uniform exerciſe of good 
works, and in the progreſs of holineſs, ſett- 
ing all danger, oppoſition, - and perſecution | 
at defiance. - We are not called upon by the 
goſpel of our Redeemer merely to avoid 
evil, but. alſo even in circumſtances of dan- 
ger and occaſional difficulties, invariably to 
do and follow that which is good. No im- 
pediments, no labours, no diſtreſſes are evet 
to be ſuffered to ſhake the ſteady purpoſe of 
our ſouls and prevent us from holding faſt 
our integrity unto the end. In general the 
doctrines of the goſpel are pleaſant and de- 
lightful: but nevertheleſs the duties of felf- 
denial and mortification are a nedeſſary part 
of Chriſtian religion. Whoever will follow 
the Redeemer of the world, muſt take up 
his croſs and deny himſelf. The way to 
heaven is not always on an even ſurface and 
level lawns, ſurrounded with verdant ſhades 

8 and 
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We charming proſpects: but here and 
there, in our journey to the land of bliſs, 
appear high and lofty mountains to be 
aſcended with peril and danger; and 
whoſe-: ſummit (d) cannot be reached with- 
out much fatigue, labour, and trouble. At 
other ſeaſons we paſs through an howling 
wilderneſs, expoſed to the ſons of violence or 
ravenous beaſts of prey, where both prudence 
and courage are indiſpenſibly requiſite, to con- 
dud us ſafely through that place of horror. But 
without any figurative alluſions, we cannot 
faithfully perform our religious duties with- 


out great care, vigilance and circumſpection: 


and we may add without uncommon reſo- 
lution and intrepidity. + There is more need 
of Chriſtian fortitude zealouſly and univer- 
 fally to diſcharge the offices of devotion and 
piety, than we firſt imagine. For why do 
fo few dare to be ſtrictly and ſingularly good? 


| (4) —8X„xä/„[i—¾ —Facilis deſcenſus averni: 
Noctes atque dies patet atri janua ditis: 
Sed revocare gradum: ſuperaſque evadere ad auras, 
| Hoc opus, 7 labor eſt. IG Vis, 
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| Why are we not more regular and pun&&aa} 
in our public addreſſes to the ſupreme Bring? | 
Why is not the altar of Chriſt mort throng- 
ed and crowded? Is it not generally ding 
to a meanneis of ſpirit, to religious cowardice. 
Are not multitudes remiſs and negligent in 
| their duty, becauſt they want. bravery to 

deſpiſe the ſncer, the ſcoffs and .reproaches. 
of their wicked and licontious — 
Sad ee we Boni not Dette 
a moment to obey God rather than man: 
and careleſs of. raillery and contumely, we 
ſhould invariably perſiſt in adoring and 
bleſſing the moſt high, and in working out 
our owe ſalvation. At one tremendous day, ou 
very enemies ſhall be compelled to acknow- 
ledge the wiſdom, propriety, and bravery 
of our religious. conduct: and fay; we fools 
counted their lives madneſs, and their ond to 
be without honour; but .now _ are 
Wee rt the children of God. 


IV. To cats chi whole The laſt 
Part of Chriſtian fortitude, is to have the 
love 


S AKA wt 
ove of virtee ond teligiot ſb Huch At heart, 
(24 wirt the Jewilh and Enfiſtfan wortkties) 
to prefer the axt, the flats, And we möft 
painful and ignominibub d&RR bs uy ful 
and Habit aber AWO from our duty, kö 
n depraved and cotruptetl mita; or vitiated 
and irfiþdfe mbruls. But Melt be Gd, 
in tnlele happy days; the falth of Ckrinttafis 
is ot ckrus fevetely tricd. Te laws of oat 
coutitty re ot ths fiche of ert, afid the 
moſt cbtfeshtiöts and feligitus "hive 
frong and legal fectrity for their property, 
betty, ant perfil Fatty; We Ute not 
called upotr, with the primirve maftyfs i 
reſiſt unto blot); ſttiving agditiſt fin. We 
are not harraſſed with perſecution, enſlaved 
with bonds, and immured in priſons; we 
may openly and without the leaſt hazard, 
profeſs the Chriſtian religion, and live in the 
fear and ſervice of God with pleaſure and 
tranquillity, unmoleſted and undiſturbed. 
Away then with exceſſive fears and imagi- 
nary apprehenſions: let us not liſten to the 
ſuggeſtions of Satan, nor be drawn aſide from 
dur holy religion by the blandiſhments and 


Q 4 allure _ 
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allurements of vice, or. the cantiah * 


tions. of temptations. Let us-couragiouſly 
diſcharge the duties of our calling with 


firmneſs and conſtancy, and abound in the 


work of the Lord, though the wicked blaſ- 
pheme and deride our virtue and piety: let 
us whatever may happen, reſolve to perſiſt 


in courſe of prbi and honour, dene 


and piety: and then at the concluſion; of 


our Chriſtian warfare, we . ſhall be able, to 
ſay with St. Paul, . I have fought the good 


fight; I have finiſhed my courſe; I have kept 
the faith: hence forth there is a crown of 
glory laid up for us, which the righteous 
* ſhall give, us at that . 
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If they hear not Moſes and the prophets, nei- 
tber will they w Priſon, r "we 
Nan the dead. f 


HE Chriſtian religion recommends 
itſelf to the eſteem and acceptance 
of mankind, by the cleareſt - proofs. of its 
truth and divinity. Indeed its authority and 
veracity cannot be denied nor controverted, 
without manifeſt prejudice. and partiality. 
And yet ſo ſtrange and unaccountable are 
the humours and diſpoſitions of ſome men, 
that they will not ſee the light of the goſ- 


pel of Chriſt, nor be convinced that God 
the 
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the. Father ſent his only-begotten ſon into 
the world, to diſcover and make known the 


divine will, and to teach mankind, confſpicu- 
ouſly and perfectly, their duty to the ſupreme 
Being, to one andchert and to themſelves. 
Though the Chriſtian religion was predict- 
ed by the prophets, delivered and publiſhed 


by the Meſſiali hirtffelf, and confirmed and 


eſtabliſhed by a multitude of miracles: 
though the evangelical diſpenſation, every. 


way coffidered; (whether as to the" parity 


pf its dockfines, the uſefulneſd df its pre- 


cepts, and its glorious and imj,ͤutaAl Privi 


leges and rewards) is worthy of God to give 


fonable and pious porſon tö rege and ein- 


brace ; yet fuel is the Amazing influence of 


vicious infiteation and —— that it 
rejects evident trutli, eorftinds the differ. 


enees between right and Wrote; gbd and 


derftandins. And im confequericer of this 
and in direct oppofitibry to commot ferſt} 
and the Plein, noteriots difates' &f- reaſbin 
refuſes 


and communicate, worthy of the Son of God 


to pegrꝗate and N ald of every E 


evil; and totally eorrupts the Heart and un. 


eee 
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refuſes an affeyt/to-maniers of fact, and the 
verity of Chriſtian religion. This indeed is 
not any new/ cauſe of complaint. Fhoſe 
who believed the Moſaic! diſpenſatibn were 
not entirely free from the ſcepticiſm of infe- 
dels ot unbchevers.; and their neighbours, 
in each adjoining diſtrict and provinee, treat: 
ed their principles. of faith, and their eere· 
monial inſtitutions, with levity and contempt. 
The Genies, abſorbed in idolatry and ſu- 
perſtition, muy be ſuppoſtd, according! to 
their prevailing ſentiments; to have acted 
conf: in oppofing both the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian diſpenſation. For they did not 
acknowledge: the unity of the Godhead, 
nor efpouſe any tenets which had the leaſt 
tendeney to promote the worſhip of the 
one ſupreme and eternal Being, in contra- 
diſtinction to their numerous local deities. 
But the caſe: was widely: different with the 
Jews, who diſdainfully abhorred and re- 
jected the doctrines of the goſpel, and the 
Chriſtian revelation. They had the legal 
inſtitution of Moſes, the moral precepts of 
their religion, and the predictions telative to 
| the 
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the Meſſiah, recorded in the prophetic writ- 
ings in their poſſeſſion. Nay, the Hebrews 
were honoured and privileged with the con · 


current teſtimony of miraculous operations: 
joined with and ſuperadded to the validity 
of prophetic atteſtations. The Jewiſn pedo- 

ple therefore were totally inexcuſable in their 
rejection of the ſtrong and poſitive evidences 
offered in behalf of the religion of Jeſus, 
which were more numerous and convinc- 
ing: than thoſe of Moſes. But it is not on- 


ly the Jews who contemptuouſly ſlight and 


undervalue evangelical truths and doctrines; 
even in Chriſtian countries, and among our- 
ſelves, there are thoſe, who, ſtimulated by 
vicious pride, or vain conceit of ſuperior. 
learning and abilities, diſdain to pace in the 
trammels of the eſtabliſhed religion, the re- 
ligion of their country, and chooſe to think 
freely that they may live licentiouſly and 


ae and nnen (a) ridicalg 
() The author of theſe ſermons would not by any 
means be underſtood to be an enemy to freedom of en- 
quiry and debate on religious ſubjects. Perſecutions 
la w and 


and reproach thi _ of Chriſt Jes. 
To the miracles of the Meſſiah, theſe per- 
ſons pay no ſort of deference and regard 
they ſeem to want ſome additional proofs 
and evidences of our holy religion; they _ 
demand a revival of miraculous powers; and 
are diſpoſed ſtrongly to doubt even the rea- 
lities of the inviſible world, without the 
miſſion of one of its ſpiritual inhabitants 
from thence, and who muſt be ſent on pur- 
poſe to exhort them to repentance. But as 
our Lord declares in the words of the text, | 
if they hear not Moſes and the prophets; ſo 
we may with equal reaſon and authority e- 
vangelize his declaration, and fay, If they 
hear not Chriſt - and his ' apoſtles; neither 
will they be perſuaded, ve one bred 
from the dead“ PR 


and coupidiliny 3 of n are utterly 
repugnant. to. the genius of the goſpel, and the un- 
doubted rights of conſcience and private judgment. 
Men may and will both think and write on ſacred con- 
troverſies; but this ſhould be gi Ae done with propri- 
ety, and a decent Wan to the 'laws 0 
of their country. | 2 * 


I. For 
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. To canßder this point, gig 


ſumptuqus demand here inſiſted ypanz as 


What diving permiſſion was granted to a de» 
cgaſed pious, perſon RA 
the 


of the grave, to burſt the barriers 
tomb; and, at the ſolemn. goon of night, 


to reaſſume and reanirpate the corporeal ar- 


gans and member ; and in his wonted form 


and human appearance he ſuffered tg viſit 
a dear, though vicious friend. Suppofing, 
that with, tears, 'entreaties, aud the molt 

cogent arguments in this interval of ſeri» 
auſneſs, ſurprize and terror, he ſhould religis 
quſly endeavour to reclaim the wicked. from 
his evil ways, and a vicious courſe af lifes 
what would be the conſequence. of this ver 
ry ſingular and unuſual method of attempt- 
ipg to reform mankind ? Would the oon. 
verſion of ſinners be indifputably clear and 
certain from this extraordinary mode of 4 
perſuaſion and addreſs ? It is very much to 
be doubted, nay, veryyprobably the que“ 
ry * be anſwered in the negative. For 


although 


Les. in be e nh me i 
even comply with the -arnagant and pes 
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akbough the} appearance, of one, whoſe, 
perſon Ang Gharagen ers. very dear and 
valuable, nuuſt ſtrika the addreſſed with f- 
toniſhiment and harter; although his reaſons 
aud manger: of infarciag them were ſtrong, = 
and winning i vet how cally might the be- 
nefit af. de prRof and. advice, adouniftered;in, 
this — and uneommon way he loſt. 
aud rendered. ineffectual. Might not the 
by reahty of this conyerſe. and intercourſe. 
be ſpeedily, ſoſpectod? In a, few. hauts, or, 
days, . Weekg within 3 pgrigd ef time, 
ſooner on latet, would nat imagination, fan- 
. drgamz, and pamergys, other ſimilat 
cauſes be, aſſignec to account. for the phæ- 
namen, ta defeat the influence of tho 
vie, ang. blah, che <arly hopes of conver- 
fan. If the gecſon, rauzed, from the le- 
thargy.of vice, ſtung with, guilt, and alerm- 
ed by, fears ſhquld pak, pregipitately. begin 
himſelf ta doubt its truth and reality; jet, 
unqueſtionably, his gay and libertige aſſo- 
cigtes, hy, heir mirth and xaillery, by their 
idle jets; and. ludicrams comments, would. 
oy ou to flilarm his (cx:0us zpprehenſi- 


ons, 
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ons, to diſpetſe che cloud of toll eters 
on, and-baniſh' his preſent gloomy and me- 
lancholy temper. Might they not obſerve,” 
and that too with propriety, that the effects 
of imagination, eſpecially in diſeaſed and 
troubled minds, are very operative and pow 
erful; that the appearances of phatitoms* 
are not raſhly and injudiciouſſy to be cre- 

dited ; that perhaps a deep concern for; and 
frequent contemplations on, the. loſs and 
death of a worthy and kind friend had diſ - 
tempered his brain, confounded and per- 
plexed his ideas; impaired his reaſon; and 
expoſed him to this deluſion and weaknely 
of mind. Theſe and ſuch like obſervations 
ſuggeſted to an evil-diſpoſed heart, and ſup- 
ported with banter and ridicule, would Ot 

ſhake the foundations of conviction, and © 
pull down the weak-built purpoſes and re- 
ſolutions of amendment. To the voluptu - 
ous, theſe plauſible arguments' would carry 
' ſome weight, and would eaſily b be admitted 
by the vicious and prophane. The inſtance 
before us being ſabje& to ſuch difficultics 


_ obj ections, muſt very defectively and 
lamely 
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lamely anſwer the purpoſe intended. Nay, 
it does not ſeem, for general uſe well - cal 
culated to convince rational creatures in a 
point ſo important and of eternal moment. 
The mind in religious deliberations and con- 
 ſultations, ſhould neither be ſurprized with 
terror, nor tricked by artifice : the appeal 
ſhould coolly and ſoberly be made to the 
underftanding and judgment, and time for 
a judicious determination freely allowed: 
But for this ſhall graves be opened, and thie 
ſaints quit their heavenly manſions? The 
very thought is unnatural and prepoſterous; 
the cloſer we think on the ſubje&, the more 
unfit and improper it appears for public uſe 
and benefit; and we may ſafely aver, that 
in all probability were theſe preſumptuous 
men gratified as they deſire, they would, 
after ſuch an extraordinary attempt to reform 
them, ſtill remain vicious and unconverted. 
If they hear not Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
neither will they be perſuaded, 82 2 one 
roſe From the dead, - 


R le 
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II. But to proceed rde l in the FY 
Hon. of this topick, It has been ſaid, let 
the conſequences be as they may withi regard 
to private viſions: yet if there was ai revival 
of miraculous powers in the Chriſtian church; 
could we fee cures, without any medicinal 
we behold the lame walk, the lepers cleanſed, 
and the dead reſtored to life ; then ſay the 
preſent objectors to the credibility of our 
holy religion, we ſhould be inexcuſable, if 
ve withheld our aſſent from the ſuperior 
excellency and divinity of the Chriſtian diſ. 

penſation. But ſuch conjectures are merely 
arbitrary and imaginary ; ſuch reaſoning id 
fallacious and untrue in fact. It is grounded 
on a vague and uncertain principle, namely 
this, „that the evidence of miracles is ir- 
reſiſtible. A poſition utterly repugnant io 
experience and matter of fact in all ages! 
For though miracles have a natural tendency 
to alarm the mind, to inſpire it with fer 
ouſneſs and reflection, and to convince the | 
judgment, when they are executed for bene- 


volent and moral ends and purpoſes: yet 
miracles 
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Wine deing only an appeal to the uiider 
ſtanding the will is left at free liberty * 
to receive” or reject them. They therefore 
who ſay, the evidence of miracles is irreſiſtible, 
are not acquainted with the nature of the 
human mind, neither with the conſequences 
of paſt e nor 3 the NE i 
hiſtory. 


3 als ths Jenin "A * 2 
care, will. readily perceive the truth and 
weight of out propoſition ;" that the ſucceſs 
of miraculous works may unhappily be im- 
peded and totally fruſtrated. For how often, 
to enter at once upon the ſubject, did the 
Jews forget the wonders the Almighty glo- 
riouſly vrought out for them in the land of 
Egypt; and when with an high-hand and 
out- ſtretched arm he reſcued them from the 
houſe of bondage, and delitered them from 
their cruel taſk-maſters and ſevere oppreſlors! 
Though the ſea parted: its chryſtal waves, 
and they paſſed through the watry element 
as on dry land: yet how ſoon did they un- 
gratefully neglect. this triumphant miracle, 

2 94 R 2 rebell 
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rebell againſt the Lord their God; and 


murmur in the wilderneſs. + In ſhort; the 
many ſpecies of miracles, Which Moſes and 
other prophets performed, could not prevent 
them from falling into moſt groſs ertors and 
falal miſtakes. The wonderful operations 
the ſupreme Being diſplayed, by theſe his 
faithful ſervants, proved ineffectual in many 
caſes, to fix them in their religions duties, 
and keep them in ſtedfaſt abhorrence/ of 
diſobedience and apoſtaſy. Notwithſtanding 


the mighty ſigns. and wonders frequently 


 thewed to ground and ſettle them in their 
faith and ſacred principles: yet, for ſome time 
they were irreligious, prone even to commit 
idolatry, and to worſhip the national deities 
of their prophane and ſuperſtitious neigh 
bours. To preſerve them from idolatry, to 
confirm them in the worſhip of the one true 


and omnipotent God, and in 'obedience to 
his divine laws; for this religious and valu- 


able end, the nature of the elements were 


changed, and the ſick were reſtored to health 
without herb or mollifying plaiſter ; the fire 
had power on the water, and. the water 


forgot 


C3 
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| forgot i its own quenching nature. But what | 


did all this ayail? The perverſe and impious 
Jews often fell into thoſe abominable ſins, 
againſt which they had been fo ſtrictly and 
miraculouſly. cautioned ;-and for which that 
grand apparatus of divine power was fre- 
eee e ee Gat. ee 


| "A PETIT Jeſus the Meſliab ſojourned 
among men, and bleſſed the earth with his 


preſence; when ** he came to his own,” as 


a prophet of the moſt high, and manifeſted 
All poſſible proofs of the authenticity of his 


character and miſſion; yet did his own pe- 


culiar pgople receive him? Could the exer- 
MY multitude of moſt extraordinary 
miracles, which he openly worked, for the 


ſpace of three years, conquer the prejudice 


of the Jews, and influence them favourably 
and impartially to weigh and examine the 
truths and doctrines he propoſed and taught? 
No! though our bleſſed Redeemer did ſuch 


and ſo many miracles, as could never have 


been done, unleſs God had in a very emi- 
nent manner aſſiſted him: yet ſuch was 
R 3 their 


. 
© 3 
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cheir obſtinate incredulity, and pertinacioui „ 
ſtubbornneſs, that they perverſely preichded 
either to diſbelieve the reality of his miracles, 
or blaſphemouſly imputed: them to magical 
arts or diabolical interpofitions z and at length 
when they had filled up the meaſure of their 
iniquity, with impious hands they crucified 
the Lord of glory. There was an undoubted 
and compleat evidence of his miſſion afforded 
them; abundant to ſatisfy the moſt nice and 
ferious enquirer after truth, and; ir might rea- 
ſonably be expected, to ſettle the moſt dubi- 
ous and wavering minds. But not contented 
with repeated diſplays of miraculous power 
that evil and adulterous generation required 
freſh proofs and demanded of the Meſſiah 
new and different fignals of the divine ap- 
probation. And that they might have all 
poſſible means of conviction, the ſign of the 
prophet Jonas was given anto them. But 
after the completion of this prophecy by tho 
reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead; did 
this notorious miracle remove the prejudiees 
of the Jews? was it attended with any un- 
common, any extraordinary ſucceſs? ſo far 
+ from 
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from it, that an univeri al conſpiracy among 
the principals of the Jewiſh people prevailed 
to defeat its intention, by corrupting the 
eee > * 3 880 


Ul. And } havivg hinted at e 
of the Roman ſoldiers, and the baſe pro- 
ceedings of the Jewiſh governors, by brib- 
ing thoſe who were ſpectators of the miracle, 
to alledge a pretended theft and a moſt un- 
likely palpable falſhood (4); occation may 
be here taken to obſerve that not miracles 
in general, but this particular inſtance -of - 
miraculous. exertion, in a reſurrection frum 
the dead, was attended with no greater 
degree of credit than any other. The 
guards who were ſtationed at the ſepulchre, 
and appointed to watch the body, and placed 
there at the particular defire of the Jews 


(b) Thoſe who are defirous of ſecing the truth of 
Chriſt's reſurreRion ably ſupported and defended, will 
peruſe with improvement and pleaſure thoſe very inge- 
nious and incomparable tracts, Biſhop Sherlock on the 
trial of the witneſſes, and Mr. Weſt's Obfervations on 
this ſubject. 1 220 
R 4 them- 
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themſelves; though they ſaw the miracle, 
- and beheld the aſtoniſhing circumſtances. of 
it; yet from fear of incurring the cenſure 
of the magiſtrates, or from other mean and 
lucrative motives, baſely yielded to the 
power of corruption and bribery; and thus 
eſcaped conviction. The miracle was ac- 

cordingly loſt upon them and a multitude of 

other hardned wicked men. So alſo in the 
caſe of the widow's ſon, we do not find it 
melted and ſoftened the obdurate and obſũi- 


nate. Facts are ſtubborn things, and are 


not eaſily reſiſted; but the human mind in- 
fluenced with the love of fin, and only 
bent to indulge its depraved evil appetites 
is equally ſtubborn and perverſe. - This 
' moreover. was apparent in the miraculous 
raiſing Lazarus to life. He by divine leave 
had an actual commiſſion to do what the 
rich man in the parable deſired might be 
done by the other Lazarus. But the Jews, 
inſtead of crediting the miracle and Teve- 
rencing its divine author, clamorouſly im- 
pugned its verity, reproached and abuſed 
the Meſſiah, and went about to kill him 
and 
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and Lazarus (c). Upon the whole there- 
fore, it may be allowed us to ſay, that if 
miraculous works were neceſſarily attended 
with irreſiſtible conviction, it would have 
been diſcovered in the caſes of thoſe 
reſurrections juſt mentioned-· But ſince 
reſtoring to life ſeveral deceaſed perſons was 
not attended-with compulſive conſequences ; 
it remains then, that miracles may and have 
failed of convincing men's judgments, and 
reforming/t AR manners. I | 


IV. And if ſuch unuſual e to 


convince unbelievers were now made uſe f 


in this incredulous age, would they prove 
more proſperous and beneficial than in for- 
mer days? When the heart is vitiated, and 
prejudices are ſtrong and deeply rooted in 
the mind; will not men wilfully continue 
morally blind, when even the irradiations 


(e) Lazarum huic 3 . vitæ reddi- 
dit Chriſtus. An eo magis monitis Chriſti obtempe- 
rarunt Phariſzi? Imd potius quam id facerent, ope- 
ram dederunt ut & 9 & Lazarum. trucidatent, 
Cracock. 


cf 


| and judicious writers? We mean not to en- 


250 SERMON! XI. 


of truth blaze apon. their. 9 
Can we not diſcern what effects the pom 
of working miracles would au 6 
on the world, when even fome friends have 
called in queſtion the truth and certainty of 
the miracles wrought. by the primitive fa: 
thers of the church in its infant · ſtate; which 
have been related and atteſted by ſenſible 


ter into the merits of that controverſy, That 
has been already done with candour and 
learning (4). But ſurely it may be permits 
ted us to inſinuate at leaſt,” that if the aſhes 
of the moſt venerable dead have not eſcap - 
ed the moſt virulent reproaches and calum- 
nious epithets; if their memory has been 
traduced and vilified, and blackened with 
the moſt opprobtious appellations of deceiv- 
ers and hypocrites ; what ſhadow of reaſon 
is there to conclude, that if any miraculous 
works were in our ume performed, they F 


(4 ) Elpecially by + the late worthy and. humane Dr. 
Church, in his excellent vindication of the miracles 
wrought during the primitive ages of Chriſtianity. 4 


| would 
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would more impartially gire them due con- 
fideration and credit ? ? It is juſt fafficient to 
our purpoſe” Eutſorily to obſerve (without 
hying the Jeaſt ſtreſs upon it) that it is very 
probable, ſince ſome authentic miracles in 
the early ages of Chriſtianity have been dif- 
puted and diſallowed; the adverfaries of re- 
Neion would without doubt bufily form ob- 
jections againſt any miracles which now or 
hereafter may providentially be wrought. 


For the ſame diſpoſitions equally operate, 
and Joo! the fame effect 1 in e . 


v. But Ewe Hönld even fubſeribe t6 the 
truth of the poſition, and allow that mira- 
cles may boaſt of irreſiſtible power ; yet we 
may advance an undeniable truth, that if 
the Almighty was to condeſcend to grant 
the requeſt, and conſtantly and repeatedly 
to work miracles in order to reform man- 
kind, it would not be of the leaſt additional 
ſervice and advantage to the cauſe of vir- 
tue and Chriſtianity; it would by no means 
enereaſe and corroborate the force and ſo- 
hdrty of its evidences, but rather tend to 

weaken 
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of truth blaze upon their, underſtanding 7 
Can we not diſcern what effects the poet 

of working miracles. would have at/preſent 
on the world, when even ſome friends have 
called in queſtion the truth and certainty of 
the miracles wrought. by the primitive fa: 
thers of the church in its infant-ftate ; which | 
have been related and atteſted; by ſenſible 
and judicious writers ? We mean not to en· 
ter into the merits of that controverſy, That 
has been already done with candour and 
learning (4). But ſurely it may be permit - 
ted us to inſinuate at leaſt, that if the aſhes 
of the moſt venerable dead have not eſcap- 
ed the moſt virulent reproaches and calum- 
nious epithets; if their memory has been 
traduced and vilified, and blackened. with 
the moſt opprobrious appellations of deceiv- 
ers and hypocrites ; what ſhadow of reaſon 
is there to conclude, that if any miraculous 
works were in our time e they | 


Y HP 4 * 
(4 ) Eſpecially by the late worthy and humane Dr. 


Church, in his excellent vindication of the miracles 
wrought during the primitive ages of Chriſtianity. | 


W 
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would more impartially give them due con- 
fideration and credit ? It is juſt ſufficient to 
our purpoſe Eutſorily to obſerve (withour 
hying the Teaſf ſtreſs upon it) that it is very 
probable, ſince ſome authentic miracles in 
the early ages of Chriſtianity have been dif- 
puted and diſallowed; the adverfaries of re- 
gion would without doubt bufily form ob- 
jections againſt any miracles which now or 
hereaſter may providentially be wrought. 
For the ſame diſpoſitions equally operate, 
and reg the fame effect 1 in e Age. 


v. But if we - (Sula even ſubſcribe to the 
truth of the poſition, and allow that mira- 
cles may boaſt of irreſiſtible power; yet we 
may advance an undeniable truth, that if 
the Almighty was to condefcend to grant 
the requeſt, and conſtantly and repeatedly 
to work miracles in order to reform man- 
kind, it would not be of the leaſt additional 
ſervice and advantage to the cauſe. of vir- 
tue and Chriſtianity ; it would by no means 
encreafe and corroborate the force and ſo- 
adrty of its evidences, but rather tend to 

weaken 
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weaken oy lefſen:thoſe which are now de- 
ſervedly eſteemed very convincing. and con- 
cluſivwe. The grand reaſon why a miracle 

is ſo ſtriking, is, becauſe the exerciſe of a 
ſupernatural power is ſomewhat ſtrange and 
unuſual. But if miracles were worked ſo 
frequently as unbelievers deſired, they would 
become ſo common as to ceaſe 'to ſerve the 
_ purpoſes for which they were originally in- 
tended. The novelty would by no. means, 
after ſome repeated and ſtated exertion, - be 
ſurpriſing. It could not be properly called 
by ſuch a name as a miracle, when grown 
familiar and common. And thoſe unuſual 
diſplays of ſupernatural power, after fre- 
quent repetitions, muſt gradually be te- 
garded the effects of natural cauſes only; 
muſt by degrees ceaſe, and fail to create 
and produce wonder and aſtoniſhment; and 
of courſe, in a ſmall interyal of. time, be 
treated as ordinary circumſtances 1 e | 
generally are. 


VI. The laſt 3 is of much im- 
portance in this conteſted and diſputable 
point, 
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point, between the friends of Chriſtianity 
and thoſe who diſallow: the neeeſſity, wiſ- 
dom and advantages of the evangelical diſ- 
penſation.- 1 For upon the ſuppoſition that 
miracles: have a natural tendency not only 
to alarm mankind, but alſo, when operated, 
to favour and enforce the intereſts of truth, 
morality, and piety; that they would al ways, 
though frequently exerted, retain the ſame 
aſtoniſhing quality and power; yet even up- 
on chis view of the ſubject, might not a 
conſtant ſeries of miracles be accompanied 
with! a ee neren ſubverſive of a- 


To mention the wo 1s ſafficient. ; We 
ſhall only fay, that if miracles were irrefiſt- 
ible, they would deſtroy our free agency, 
and extirpate the freedom and. liberty of the 
will; they would degrade the dignity of 
our intelligent nature, and reduce us * 
mere mechanical beings, and ſo 

could no longer be eſteemed as 4 
and accountable creatures. Such doctrines 
and principles are ſubverſive of all genuine 


and real virtue and picty, and utterly in- 
conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with the maxims and tenets of 
the goſpel of Chriſt our Saviour. For Chri- 
tianity does not compel or force us to be ho- 
ly and. religious, but only invites, and, 
by different forts of arguments, perſuades | 
us. to be , virtuous and happy. Compulſur 
means of reformation would make an eſſen». 
tial alteration. in the religion, of Jeſus, and 
in our rank and condition, as endowed. ; 
with diſtinguiſhed mental abilites and rati : 
onal powers: In the goſpel we are addreſs 
ſed as free and moral agents ;- and accord - 
ingly the divine promiſes and threatenings - 
are ſet before us; immortal life and: ever». 
laſting death, the joys of heaven, and the 
puniſhment of the damned are ſabmitted to 
our choice and voluntary acceptance or re- 
fuſal. And whoever preaches any other 
goſpel, it is not the goſpel of Jeſus the Re- 
deemer; it is mixed and 3 * 
error and falſehood. 


— 


Since thinefbre no private vifions, nor 


revival of miraculous powers could reaſon- 
ably be —_— to influence mankind more 
perſuaſively 
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perſuaſively and efficaciouſly than the pro- 
per and lively enforcement of the gracious 
and moral truths of Chriſtianity delivered 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles ; ſince every fpe- 
cies of miracles, whether ſeldom or more 
frequently exhibited, would be ſubje& to 
many objections, and to difficulties deſtruc- 
tive of their principal intention and our 
free and moral agency; ſince moreover the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation is every way ſufficient 
by inſtruction, reproof, and doctrine, to 
fave and reform the world; we muſt un- 
doubtedly be convinced of the truth and 
propriety of the aſſertion, that if finners 
will not hear Chriſt and his apoſtles, nei- 
ther would they be perſuaded though one roſe 
from the dead. For he could not poſſibly 
boaſt of diſplaying greater marks and tokens 
of the authority of his miſſion, neither could 
he perſuade them with better motives to 
conform themſelves to the precepts of vir- 
tue and amendment of life, than Chriſt 
Jeſus and his apoſtles did. 
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MATT. xi. 28. 


Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt. 


HE grand intention of the advent of 
the Meſſiah on earth, was to reform 

the morals of mankind, to deftroy the works 
of the devil, and to ' reconcile, through re- 
pentance and faith, thoſe who were weary 
and heavy laden with the burthen of their 
fins, to the mercy and favour of the ſupreme 
Being. For this end he taught and enforced 
doctrines, which tended to ſubvert the king- 
dom of Satan and darkneſs, to demoliſh the 


infernal fabric -of idolatry and ſuperſtition, 
| 8 and 
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ow to exterminate from thoſe fame where 
irreligiona wrpitöde. "He's came with mira- 
culous powers and divine authority, to in- 
culcate the impottant duties of internal 
purity, and ſincere obedience to the moral 
law of the ten commandments delivered by 
Moſes, ' and which are of perpetual and 
eternal force and obligation. He came pur- 
poſely to make an' atonement for his people, 
and to offer himſelf up on the croſs, as a 
perfect and expiatory ſacrifice and propitia- 
tion for the ſins of the whole world ; more 
eſpecially for thoſe who truly repent of their 
paſt tranſgreſſions, and cordially and prac- 
tically believe in his name. The blefſed 
Jeſas, the true Meſſiah and only begotten 
Son of God with clearneſs and 'perſpicuity, 
publiſhed and explained (for the benefit and 
advantage of all his creatures without any 
partiality or exception) the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the divine revelation ; and by his apoſtles 
and firſt miniſters ſilenced the heathen- ora» 
cles, overturned their altars, and aboliſhed 
the laſcivious and 1 80 rites, and abſurd 

and 
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and impious ceremonies of the heathen 
worſhip: He alſo made a reform in the idle 
and unmeaning obſervances of Jewiſh tradi- 
tionary cuſtoms, and exhorted his diſciples 
to pay a regular and punctual abedience to 
the weightier matters of the law, juſtice, 
mercy, and the exerciſe of good works. 
And to make a full and compleat ſatisfaction 

for fin, by the facrifice' of himſelf, * he 

has perfected for ever thoſe who were fanc- 
tified :'' * he has wrought the whole work 
of man s ſalvation:” he has trod the wine- 
preſs alone and of the people there were 
none to help him.” If it be ſeriouſly en- 
quired then; ** what' ſhall we do to be 
ſaved?” If we. are inquiſitive how and in 
what manner we ſhall effectually avail our- 
ſelves of the pardon of the goſpel, Chriſtian 
holineſs and immortal celeſtial happineſs ? 
we may anſwer with the apoftle, © Lord, 
unto whom ſhall we go? thou only haſt 
the words of eternal life!” And indeed the 
compaſſionate Redeemer of men hath not 
left us without ſufficient inſtructions to ob- 
tain, with the greateſt eaſe and readineſs, 
| S 2 all 
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all the advantages, privileges, and immuni- 
unto me (ſays he) all ye chat labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt” ; words 
2 PG ee "uy of ne ; * 


xy 


5 K But Tis the ice af the 1 
to appear at the right hand of the throne 
of glory, in the character of our advocate 
with his heavenly father; how comes it to 
paſs, that ſome of thoſe who are called by 
the name of Chriſt, have intruded the ſer⸗ 
vants of Jeſus into the ſeat of their maſter; 
haye arrayed them-in the robes of our di- 
vine interceſſor; and do ignorantly and 
blaſphemouſly. worſhip the golden images 
of departed ſaints, which ſuperſtition and 
lucrative views and meaſures have idola- 
trouſly ſet up? And notwithſtanding the 


8 and artful diſtinctions (a) the Papiſts 
9 make 

| 955 W eſt & indocta ea diſtinctio quæ fit a pa- 
piſtis inter Tenia & Aarpeiar, quaſi hac ad ſolum Deum 

pertineat, illa autem ad venerationem ſanctorum: nam 
Paulus inſinĩtis pene locis pro eodem ponit xevew de, 4 


Acrgeven de, Rom. i. 9, 26. xii. 1. Gal. iv. 8, 9. 
| | 1 Theſſ. 


S8. ER MON XH. 26r 
make uſe af to clear themſtlves of the charge 
of idolatry; brought againſt them by Proteſ- 
tants ; yet wo aſſert that the veneration they 
pay to angels; ſaints, images, relics, and 
alſo the pravers they daily offer up to them, 
cannot but infallibly convict and condemn 
them of the crime imputed to them. Sbme 
of ' their diſtinctions 5) were formerly 
pleaded by the Heathen; but were never 
allowed nor approved by the apoſtles! and 
primitive Chriſtians. And indeed we might 
as innocently worſhip" ſtocks and ſtones, as 
the mother of God, or any departed ſaints.” 
For prayer is arr act of tehgion/ appropriated: 
ſolely to the ſupreme Being. The father 
of: mercies, and the God * all conſolation, 


I Theſ i i. 9. 1 * vi, 2, 25; Dan. 8 A 
hath obſerved that denela is nine and thirty times in, 
the .old and new Teſtament appropriated unto God; 
Aarętia about thirty times: in ſhort, theſe two words 
are generally uſed for one another; and Aatgruuy (one 
ſays) idem eſſe tam hominibus quam deo ſervire; and the 
comment of another learned perſon is, idem efle quod 
mercede fervire; ſo ridiculous is the diſtinction. 


(b) See both biſhop Stillingfleet and Dr. Whitby 
en the idolatry of the church of Rome. 1 


83 1s. 


luminaries, ſaints or angels, or the bones, 
relicts or images of the Savwur, apoſtles: 
and ſaints, is to transfer tlie Homage from 
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ſervices. To worſhip any other Being, 
whether real or imaginary, animate or in- 
animate, natural or ſpiritual; the heavenly 


the Creator to the creature. * is un- 
cloathing the Almighty of bis infin 


inveſting the work of his hands with di- 
vine adoration and honour, due to the ſu- 
preme God; who only knoweth the ſecrets of 
every heart, and unllerſtandeth all our views 
and intentions; and of  cobrfe can only 


nite” pets: 
fections, and feloniouſly, and treaſonably 


and undivided object of religious prayer and 


3 


juſtly and deyoutly be eſteemed a true and 


proper object of religious worſhip. der Fo or it 


is he, excluſively, that heareth prayer; and 
unto him alone fhould- all fleſi co me, and 


bend the knee with an humble and con- 


trite ſpirit; ſupplicating pardon for paſt fins, 
and imploring future bleſſings and favours. 


through the merits and mediation of Je- 
ſus Chriſt our great interceſſor and Re 


deemer. 
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deemer. - But are any of the children 6 
men omniſtient? Not in this world it is 
univerſally allowed. And how are we af- 
| ſured that the holy men of old, or the an- 
gels were endued with this divine qualifi- 
cation, when they entered the heavenly 
manſions? Let the favourets and abettors of 
this idolatrous practice produce their ſtrong 
reaſons, and give us clear and undeniable 
proofs that when the ſaints die, they be- 
come immediately omniſcient, nay, equal 
with God, who alone knoweth the thoughts 
of mankind, - But this they cannot do-; 
and, conſequently, unleſs the virgin Mary, 
and ſaints departed, and the angels, are all- 
knowing, and underſtand what is dene it 
every near and remote corner of the earth, 
at one and the ſame time, and by every 
perſon ; it is mere grimace, folly, and the 
height of abſurdity, to direct our prayers 
and addreſſes to them. It is improbable, 
therefore, nay, manifeſtly ſtupid to ſuppoſe, 
that the angels, and the juſt and pious, in 
the regions of the bleſſed, are at all ac- 


quainted with our diſtreſſes and wants. 
8 4 But 


7 


5 \ 
C 


B granting that they were conſcious of- 
our infirmities and neceſſities; yet where is 
it written in the holy oracles of truth, that 
we are to pay them divine worſhip; and 
honour them with the ſame devout addreſſes 
as We honour: the father? Surely ſuch a 


ral; very affrontive to the moſt-high God, 
who is a jealous: God, and will never give 
his glory to another; and very - injurious to 
our Redeemer; as it , tends to defeat the 


veneration to ſaints and images is undoubt- 


4 
1 


| 
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cuſtom is very antichtiſtian, and unſcriptu- 


main end of his coming into the world, 
which was to deſtroy and aboliſh all idola- 
trous cuſtoms and practices; of which this 


edly one. This part of the Romiſh ritual, 


is certainly unauthorized by the doctrine of 


the goſpel, and the practice of the more 
pure and early (c) ages of Chriſtianity. 
Their humility and ſuperſtition ia this point 
are altogether voluntary ; ſuch a n 


7 e) During the three firſt centuries, this e was a prac- 
tice unknown to the church of Chriſt; and for ſeve- 
ral ages after, it was not publickly confirmed and 
eſtabliſhed, | 


of 
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of agen | e ee no where 
preſcribed nor commanded; neither is it 
conſiſtent with the genius and nature of 
the true and undeſiled goſpel of Chriſt our 
Saviour. It may be replied, that God is the 
fountain of honour, and may, if he thinks 
meet and proper, order his ſaints and an- 
gels to he had in reverence, and moſt hum- 
bly and. reſpectfully to be adored: but this 
is not the caſe the ſcriptures are not only 
ſilent on this head, but; utterly prohibitive 
of paying the, ſmalleſt; token of adoration) to 
any creature, ſaint or angel, but to the 
Lord our God. For. what ſay the ſcrip- 
tures? Are not the two firſt commands. in 
the decalogue -ſtrongly. againſt this papiſti- 
cal conceit? “Thou ſhalt have no other 
God but me. Thou ſhalt not make to thy 
ſelf 0 graven image (4), nor the likeneſs of 


any 


(d) The church of Rome hath been do palpably guilty 
in this point, that they have been aſhamed to let this 
commandment ſtand, and have been forced to omit” it 
in many of their backs. And the excuſe they make 
for their uſe of images in religious worſhip (that their 


original intention was not that the images themſelves 
ſhould 


- — 
A I nn ee rn ee end e ————_———_—__ - — 
* 
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any thing that is is in heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath, or in the water under the 
earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down to them; 
nor worſhip them: for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God, and viſit the fins of the 
fathers upon the children, unmto the third 
and fourth genetation of them that hate 
me, and ſhew «mercy unto thouſands - of 
them that love me, and keep my com 
mandments.” Is it not written in anothet 
place, Thou {halt worſhip the Lord thy 
God and him only ſhalt thou ſerve? "And 
did not the apoſtles themſelves diſcounte- 
nance ſuch a cuſtom; and with pious zeal 
and indignation reſent even the attempt to 
pay them religious adoration ? For while at 
Lyſtra; the facrifical rites were preparing to 
be offered to Rk and 4 Bathabas, theſe de- 
* vout 


ſhould be worſhipped) is as thin as a ſpider's web; 
for corruptions of this kind ever grow by degrees. And 
all idolatry leads to other immoralities; which in, 
- beſides the intrinſic malignity of the thing itſelf in di- 
miniſhing the honour of God, which is the foundation 
of all religion, has moreover, in its effects, led men 
into endleſs ſuperſtitions, attended naturally 'with the 
higheſt corruption of manners. Dr, Clarke. 
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vout and venetable men, 48 ſoon as they 
heard of ſuch an impious inſult upon the 
God hm they worthipped;' the religion 
derſtanding; immediately cent their clothes, 
and with marks of che utmouſt ſurpriae and 
terror at their prophane and idulatrous pre- 
pry tan in among the people, and 
ſaid, Sits, Why do ye theſe things? we 
att are men of like paſſions with yoo.” Be 
Similar to this is the conduct of angels, 
who | equally Hifclim ſuch an idolattous 
cuſtom : See, (ſays the angel to St. John) 
thou do ĩt not: for I am thy fellow ſerant; 
worſhip Bod. And à8 to the idle notion 
of the mediation of ſaints and angels for 
us, we: utberly deny the truth of the fact; 
becauſe this doctrine is abſurd, detogatory 
to the interceſſion of our Saviour, and flatly 
conttacictory to che word of God! How 
undoubtedty clear and expteſſive ate the 
words of Bt. Pail; There is but one God, 


the man Chriſt Jeſus.” It appears, 1 


fore, that the veneration paid, and prayers 
offered 


* 
4 4 
R 
1 
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offeted. to angels, ſaints, ipiſires jolly | 
&c. are irreconcileable to teaſon and com- 


mon ſenſe: that it is invading the prerqga - 
tive of heaven, and affronting the Redeem- 


er of mankind; and moreover ĩs condemned; 
by the holy / ſcriptures ;/ and -accordingly- | 
ſuch a cuſtom is prophane and idolatrous. 


Let us abandon, upon this impious 3 unt, 


the ineffectual and fruitleſs mediation 
departed ſaints and angels, and liſten to — 
advice of the holy Jeſus; and in the way of 
faith and prayer go: unto him, that cwer 
may not be diſappointed of the divine bleſs · 
ing, but through his all- prevailing interceſ- 
ſion, receive à gracious and ſuoceſsful an- 
ſwer to our petitions and ſupplications. 
« Come unto. me all ye that Halen apa 
are {ph laden. and * wi you reſt. 


” 1115991 2331 304 8 


I. But to ee to a more immediate 
dilcuſſion of the ſubject; hat is the real 
and genuine meaning of the obs of, 


ec Ping unto” Chriſt ff : wy fan We”; 


\ $ | . vi 0 02. 
3 | 
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And for explication of theſe words, let 
it be obſerved; that to **corhe unto Chriſt,” 
in the goſpel-phraſe, and according to the 
beſt and moſt unexceptionable method of 
interpreting doubtful paſſages of the ſacred 
oraeles (I mean that of explaining ſcripture 
by ſcripture) is, to believe in him, or to 
become one of his obedient diſciples. The 
terms are reciprocally uſed, and convey the 
ſame religious ſenſe and meaning. Thus, 
John vi. 35. He who cometh unto me 
ſhall not hunger,“ is very happily expound- 
ed by the ſubſequent phraſe, of equal im- 
port and ſignification, © he that believeth 
on me ſhall not thirſt.” Again, John vii. 
37. * If any man thirſteth, let him come | 
unto me and drink.” The explanation is 
immediately ſubjoined ;- for “he that be- 
lieveth oh me, out of his belly ſhall flow 
rivers of living water.” Thus in another 
place, when our Saviour had complained 
of the Jews, tha they would not believe 
in him” whom God had ſent: in another 
verſe he varies the manner of expreſſion, 
and alters it thus, ye would not come un- 

F to 
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to me that ye might have life,” From. theſe 
circumſtances af ſcriptural. interpretation f 
the paſſage, we hope we (hall rightly; di- 
vide the word of truth, when we declare, 
that the natural and undoubted. ſenſe, and 
explanation of the words to come unto 
Chriſt, is to believe on his name; or more 
largely, it is to make a ſincere and cordial 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion; to be 
orthodox in the fundamental and genuine 
articles of faith, and unblemiſhed and irre- 
proachable in our moral conduct. And 
moſt certain it is, that faith in Chriſt, lively 
and operative, comprehends all the graces 
and virtues of the goſpel, inward purity of 
heart, and external holineſs of manners. It 
is of a very complex nature, including pi- 
ety, juſtice, and univerſal benevolence. To 
be more particular; faith is the belief of 4 
God, his exiſtence, his natural and moral 
perfections and providence, and his ſupreme 
rule and government of the world. Faith 
is alſo a belief of things inviſible and future 
a belief of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and 
al its noble and ſpiritual bleſſings and ad- 


vantages. 


vantage; Feinh fkewiſe compriſes u weg- 
lar behaviour, guided by the maxims of 
truth, honeſty, mercy, and ev ery dictate of 
morality and honour. If we may be al- 
lowed to ſpeak in that manner, faith poſ- 
ſeſſes both an attractive and repulſive qua- 
lity 3, it attracts to the devout and pious 
breaſt where it is ſeated, every divine and 
| heavenly diſpoſition, all ſupernatural and 
ſpiritual affections and deſires; from whence, 
as from a ſacred fountain, iſſue the pure and 
generous ſtreams: of holineſs,  beneficence, 
and innocency of life and manners: but 
with equal ardor and ſucceſs it repels from 
the difintereſted and upright heart, all hy- 
pocritical views and-intentions, all baſe and 
low deſires, all inordinate and unruly ſen- 
ſations and appetites ; by which divine re- 
pulſe, luxury, and immorality, and evil 
words and works are kept at a great diſtance, 
and never permitted to pollute and ſully the 
behaviour and morals of the faithful Chriſ- 
tian. If our faith is ſincere and vital, it , 
cannot fail of operating and diſplaying its 
active and ee influences and effects. 

When 
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When we truly believe in Chriſt; we ſhidl 
ſhe forth our faith by our works; and by 
the exertion of benevolent and evangelical 
duties and offices, we ſhall habitually attempt 
to ſecure our own falvation, to ſubſerve the 
cauſe of virtue and piety, and to glorify our 
Father which is in heaven. To come un- 
to Chriſt, or to believe in him, from What 
has been delivered, muſt certainly appear 
do be a point of much concern and import. 
-ance. It is in fact the whole of our reli- 
gion. True faith in Chriſt is not only 
ũdeal and ſpeculative, but alſo practical and 
enlivening; it does not conſiſt in whim, re- 
veries, and enthuſiaſtic notions and conceits, 
inſpiring the mind with preſumption and 
uncharitableneſs. For the natural conſe- 
quences of entertaining an high opinion of 
ourſelves, are deſtructive of the faith and 
charity of the goſpel. Chriſtian faith is ſo⸗ 
ber and ſedate; it acts in a rational, judi- 
cious manner, ſuitable to, and correſpond- 
ent with, the powers of our intelligent na- 
ture; and being convinced by reaſon and 


argument of the truth and divinity of the 
evangelical 


l 
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evangelical revelation, it calms. and quiets 


by acts of, deyotion, probity, and mercy, 


ſpiſe moral duties, diſregard the commands 


- 


the mind, excites us to the practice of vir- 


1 


tue, and clothes us with humility and the 


love of God and our neighbour, evidenced 


But ſpiritual pride is agitated by unintelli- 
gent and extraordinary impulſes, is depend», 
ent on the motion of the animal ſpirits, and 
directed by doubtful and very frequently 
pernicious impteſſions. No wonder, influ- 
enced, hy ſuch dubious and ignoble princi- 
ples, pregnant with folly, madneſs and im- 
piety ; the yotaries:of enthuſiaſm ſhould de- 


of Chriſtian and ſocial injunctions, and pre- 
tend to greater knowledge than the learned; 
ſince even the holy ſeriptures themſelxyes are 
no farther valued and eſteemed, than they 
are ignorantly-and; abſurdly ſuppoſed to co- 

incide with their irrational opinions. Add 
to this, that enthuſiaſts, are always ſevere 


and. ungenerous, perpetually condemning; 


without any bowels of mercy, .thoſe. who 
diflent from their extravagant and incobe- 
rent tenets. If you are not as preſumptu- 
T 1 0 


7 
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bus a themſelves, you have no'ktiowle 
do faith; you, are without hope, and wich | 
ont God in the world. But let us appeal 
to the law and to the teſtimony of *evanye- 
Heal *&echirations.” 'Whete, in the holy ori- 
eles of ttuth, are imaginary raptures and 
ecſtacies propounded, as marks and ei- 
dences of the good Entiſtiah ? The Cohls- 
| ations" of the "goſpel are not ſmall; the 
ways of piety, we gratefully /eonfels; art 
ways of peace and joy; but the foundation 
of teligtous trariquillity and Happtieſs'is tot 
hid upon uncertain principles and impulſes. 
No! Satan may transform himſelf into un 
angel of light; and is it not notorioully 
known, that numbers Have been Yeecived 
with theſe impreſſjons? and being deluded 
by the wiles ef "the devil, have fallen into 
numet ous fins, even at the tune they re- 
tained their vain confidence of boaſting? 
But, thank God, we have hot. fb learned 
Chriſt. May it be our endeavour to pröbe 
che Encerity and livelineſs of our faith; by 
concomitant actions of righteouſteſs, truth, 
_ goodneſs, and univerſal love and charity, 
29 5 oy | even 
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 eyen to thoſe who ate in errar. Let us not 
be unſettled and der, 3 let us are in- 
Adulge idle and, pnprafitable eyriofity; but, 
as friends to diſcipline and order, let ns at- 
tend tha paſtoral inſtructions of aur proppr 
ang parochial miniſters; who watch over 
our ſouls, as thoſe. who, muſt give account, 
and wha are ever, ready gladly. to da all in 
Mit genf en a god. mig. 
"Wt, 8 sd ler | 
into. the character of thoſe Who ace bene- 
volently inyited by the Redeemer af men 
to come unto him. They are here 1240 5 
xd. en ' weary, md e 


And as theſe wards were wiginally ad- 

dreſſed to the Jews, they muſt reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed in their primary ſenſe and. ig 
nifſication to relate and refer to them in 
ſome reſpect or other. And that the Jews | 
at this ſeaſon, by their ritual and, traditio- 
nary, cuſtoms, were heavily qppreſſed and 
danken cannot he doubted. Indeed the 
3 5 Jewiſh 


* % 
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Jewiſh law, according to its primeval * 
ftitution; conſiſted of abundance of rites | 
and ceremonies, moſt of which in the per- 
 formiance- were irkſome and unpleaſant. 
"Theſe ceremonial obſervances, when or 
Lord began to exert the duties of his mi- 
niſterial function, were grown very nume. 
rous, and were multiplied very extenſively. 
For the Scribes and Phariſees made ſhown 
point of their religion, and affected to be 
very pompous and oſtentatious, in external 
forms, and the moſt trivial circumſtances of ; 
outward worſhip. Thus to the Mofaic 1 
tual inſtitution were anhexed innumerable 
precepts, which bowed down and oppreſſed 
the Jews with an enormous load of idle and 
unmeaning obſervations and cuſtoms. And 
in proportion as real and practical religion 
decayed, fo ridiculous and abſurd rites and 
ceremonies thrivingly grew, flouriſhed, and 
encreaſed in the fruitful ſoil of tradition and 
ſuperſtition. But in a ſecondary ſenſe," the 
words may rationally and virtually be ap- 
plied to thoſe who labour under the load 
of fin and ſorrow. For there is a ſpiritual 
| | weight 
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27 
weight. under which mankind, through the 


depravity. and. infirmities of their, nature, 
and, the. corruption of their morals, gene- 
rally — and complain; namely, the op - 
preſſion of Satan, and the intolerable bur- 
then of their tranſgreſſions... Indeed there 
are thoſe who by a round of gay, licentious 
amuſements and inordinate pleaſures, en- 
deavour unſkilfully to heal the wounds of 
guilt which affect their conſciences with 
pain and anguiſh. z and to abſorb and loſe in 
mirth and wine their anxious horrors and 
forcbodings of a future reckoning and im- 
pending judgment. But. whateyer account 
they may find in this, during the clamorous 
ſeaſon. of diſſipation, noiſe, | and tumult ; 
yet. when the ſcene is ſhifted, and cool and 
ſober reflection invades their minds, their 
wounds bleed afteſh; with redoubled acri- 
mony and torment, the terrors of impiety 
prey upon their conſciences; and in the ex- 
tremity of their anguiſ and miſery, they 
are compelled to confeſs a wounded ſpirit 
they cannot bear. Theſe perſons, humbled 
with a ſenſe of their dangerous, ſtate and 
FE: condition, 


| 9s  $ERWON xi 
ebndisen, and truly penltent for Wer ban 
weicas friſebnduct, are invited dy. the Bax 
visur of Hitters 6 Ent unte him, | tht 
de gay  praibaſly Real theit fte npefted. 
minds, affuäge their grief, allay their tous 
dies, aud remowe the Weight ef fear, gut 
and Wiquity, Which How fo cruelhy dif- 
tracts am perplexes weir ſouls; | "We may 
odſer ve, that dur Redtemer does not ad- 
greſs the careleſs and inconffderate. And 
* is very i itnprobable to think, that thoſe 
who are in the High eateer of their fits, | 
and are addicted to a Tenfnal and vohuptooas | 
manner of Tiving, would even liſten to the 
voice of the holy Jefas, or the parity of 
his religion. But when men have ſerioufly 
thought oh thoir ways and their doings, and 
reflected on the dreadful conſequences bf 
immorality and wickedneſs, and tremble for 
fear their former diſobedience ſhould im- 
plunge them in the gulph of eternal ruin; 
' when they thus labour and are heavy la- 
den with ſpiritual remorſe and  contrition; 

then our great maſter invites them to come 

unto him in the way of Chriſtian duties; 
that _ 


that Sehn We, Fiat, and © 
alen Faith, liey pay recuive forgivenels of 
fins, and enjoy an iN does of che 
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"Iv. It a de in 'the lit pve to 
confider the meaffing of the hal ea in 
die dert, et ! wil rhe you reſt.” * i wy 

- And reſt On nk doubt primary 
relates to a freedom from the burdenſome 
—— of the Jewith law; which, through 
the fpirtual vanity and ſuperſtition of the 
Setibes and Phariſees, were become u bur- | 
den indeed, too heavy and oppreſſive for 
the Hebrew people to bear. And even the 
factifical, and other rites and ceremonies, 
origittally æppointed by God himfetf, being 
all thadbwy and figurative ; it is bar jult to. 
fuppoſe would "ceaſe, and be no more ob- 
ligatory and neceffary, when (upon our 
Redeemer's death), the ſubſtance appeared. | 
Then they had anſwered their typical in- 
tention and purpoſe ; and having effectually 
E the bulinefs for "which they 
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ſequently, no further occaſion for them: 


but in juſtice; with propriety, and as to the 
nature of the thing, they were to be lad 


aſide. This is confeſſedly one meaning 
of the words: yet the bleſſing is by no 


means partial and confined; it is rather a 


Pie of univerſal benefit to thoſe who 
are properly and nee n 49 


2 183 Aki 


g And by: reſt here Beth's be . gun 

fied deliverance from the guilt and powet 
of ſin; and alſo all the bleſſings and com- 
forts. of Chriſtianity. Habitual obedience; 
early piety, and unfeigned reformation of 
manners, will ingender peace and religious 
pleaſure, and inſpire the ſoul with ſacred 
compoſure and holy joy. The true peni- 


tent, when he perſeveres in an uniform and 


regular courſe and habit of amendment, 
ſhall ſoon find the peace and conſolation: of 
the goſpel; and thoſe fighs, which hereto- 
fore proclaimed the anguiſh of his afflicted 
conſcience, may be regarded as proſperous 


1 
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ge, bien Wildcat bbb te böte with 
ſafety and ſueceſs the haven of Chriſtian 
reſt. Early piety indubitably is attended 
with unknown comfort and ſatisfaction: and 
virtuous minds, inſtructed in religious du- 
ties from their youth, and in their tender 
days taught to fear God; to avoid the fol- 
lies of vice, and to obey the precepts of 
religion; by repeated habits of piety, and 
acts of faith and goodneſs, are free from 
alarming fears, uneaſy ſenſations, and ter- 
rible anxieties, the natural attendants on 
_ extravagance, and the indulgence of our 
vicious appetites and paſſions. Their con- 
ſciences are calm and quiet; filled with di- 
vine love, and a grateful ſenſe of God's 
mercies ; and therefore their ſouls do mag- 
nify the Lord, and their ſpirits rejoiee in 
God their Saviour. And when we are ani- 
mated with every moral and ſocial temper; 
when habitual obedience has inſpired us 
with the real love of holy virtues; the reſult 

of ſuch generous and divine practices, muſt 
be internal tranquillity and en (&: 


i See Sermon 1, 
For 


, 262 SERMON Xit, 5 
For, Da of: 3 
rally begen and promotes, peace and, Joy, | 
as, the ſun. in the opening rei | 
one d and heat. % 

a + be "SM 

| Theſe are 5 preſent, benefits and ad- 
vantages, xcſulting from ſmcere repentance, 
lively. faith in Chriſt, Ready and vaſhakey 

| obedience, and univerlal, , benevolence. But 
nevetthęleſs the privileges, of the goſpel do 
not extend fo far as to deliver us, in this 
world, from trials and temptations, from 
pains and ſickneſs, from bodily. indiſpo- 
ſttions and infirmities, from a variety of  - 
cares, troubles, misfortunes and afflictions. 
This world is a ſtate of probation. Here 
we are expoſed to ſorrow and uneaſineſs, to 
envy and reproach, to unkindneſs and in- 
gratitude, to loſſes and diſappointments. 
The beſt of men are not freed: occafionally 
' from ſuch a difagreeable and ſevere exami- 
nation of their virtue and goodneſs. With 
much propriety, therefore, this world may 
be compared to an univerſal infirmary, 
wherein 


* E xn. 3 
teri are lodged and ceded a if. | 
numerable multitude of unhealthy and 

diſeaſed objects. And white we conti- 
nue in this receptacle of” goodneſs allt - 
ted to cute and heal" our etruptions; 

and to prepare us for à better ſtate of 
eternal health and happinels;/ we thult be - 
piouſly contented with our fituation, well 
knowing, that the pains we ſuffer,” are only 
intentionally meant to forward our recovery; 
and that as long as we remain on earth, we : 
muſt endure ſomie ſmart And anguiſh, pre- 
paratory to thoſe heavenly joys, which are 
unalloyed with care, and unmixed with any 
abating or diſcruciating accidents. When 
we bid adieu to earth, and enter the regions 
of the bleſſed ; there the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling; there and there only the weary 
ate at reſt. There {hall we be totally ex- 
empted from the evils of 'this life, entirely 
freed from the ſeduCtions of fin and Satan, 
and abſolutely denvered from ficknefs and 
ſorrow, from &bntumely and perſecation, 
There wr ſhall for ever reſt in the manſion 
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88, arrived to iche pitch of per- ; 
fanden oe hall, be for ever happy in the 4 
of, our great and adorable 2 


A 
2 . 1 
joy, ane d. at whoſe right-hand. there als 4 
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